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Columbia Basin
Water Supply Initiatives



C olu m b ia  B a s in  Proje c t

● C B P is  th e  b a c k b on e  of ou r  e c on om y  a n d  th e  

h e a rt of ou r  re g ion

● ~70 0 ,0 0 0  a c re s  u n d e r  ir r ig a tion

● 1,0 29,0 0 0  a c re s  a u th or ize d

● Te m p ora ry  g rou n d w a te r  r ig h ts  is s u e d

● De e p  a q u ife r  d e c lin in g  1- 5  ft p e r  y e a r





https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documets/wsb55.pdf



The largest active water supply
initiative in the Basin
And the largest irrigation development project in the 
Nation



EL 4 7.5  - Firs t S y s te m  Op e ra tion a l in  
20 21



EL 8 6 .4  - C om p le te d  in  20 25



EL 8 0 .6  &  8 4 .7 - Un d e r  
C on s tru c tionECBID EL 80.6 Ribbon Cutting on June 10th!



EL 22.1 &  11.8  - Pu rs u in g  Fu n d in g



Lind fire 2022

This is where it gets good.



Research from Dr. Sasha Richey McLarty, 
WSU Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering



Lind fire 2022

Meanwhile, our communities are facing 
unprecedented water supply 
challenges



Helping secure the future of 
potable water in the Columbia 
Basin





C B S W C  Pre fe rre d  Proje c t 

A lte rn a tiv e s  ( 20 23)

1. Od e s s a  G rou n d w a te r  R e p la c e m e n t Prog ra m

2. Ne w  S ou rc e  Tre a tm e n t a n d  R e g ion a l Dis tr ib u tion

3. W a te r  C on s e rv a tion

4 . C olu m b ia  B a s in  Proje c t C om p le tion

5 . A q u ife r  R e c h a rg e  b y  De e p  W e ll In je c tion

6 . A q u ife r  R e c h a rg e  b y  Pa s s iv e  R e h y d ra tion

( Pos s ib ly  A rte s ia n  /  B la c k  La k e s  a re a )



C B S W C  Pr ior ity  Proje c ts  b y  

M u n ic ip a lity  ( De c . 20 25 )

● W a rd e n  &  Ep h ra ta  d on ’ t c u rre n tly  h a v e  

c h a lle n g e s

● C B P M & I s u rfa c e  w a te r  is  a  top  p r ior ity

● G rou n d w a te r  re m a in s  m a jor  p a rt of th e  s olu tion

● A S R  is  of in te re s t;  re q u ire s  M & I w a te r

● W 20  e m e rg e d  a s  a  p r ior ity  p roje c t

● R e g ion a l d is tr ib u tion  d is c u s s e d , b u t n ot 

p r ior itize d

● Representation/the map still growing



M & I W a te r  -
Dire c t Us e  &  A S R

City of Othello ASR Pilot Project (2020)

● C ity  of Oth e llo - $ 1M  C a n tw e ll C DS  for  A S R

● C ity  of Qu in c y  - $ 2M  C a n tw e ll C DS  for  A S R

● Port of M os e s  La k e  - $ 1M  C a n tw e ll C DS  for  W 20  

● C ity  of M os e s  La k e

● Tow n  of G e org e

● Pa s c o

● Port of Qu in c y

W20 Lateral (2026)



C B S W C
A S R  S u b c om m itte e

● De v e lop in g  re c om m e n d a tion s  for  p olic y  a n d  

le g is la tiv e  c h a n g e s  th a t h e lp  s tre a m lin e  A S R  

w h ile  p rote c tin g  w a te r  q u a lity

● C oord in a te d  b y  B e n  Le e ,  La n d a u  A s s oc ia tes

w w w .c b s w c .org / a s r- s u b c om m itte e



W 20  La te ra l 
Ex te n s ion  Proje c t

● Orig in a lly  c on s id e re d  a s  a n  a lte rn a tiv e  for  

th e  Poth ole s  S u p p le m e n ta l Fe e d  R ou te

● B e n e fits :

○ De liv e r  M & I w a te r  for  Port of M os e s  

La k e  a n d  C ity  of M os e s  La k e

○ Im p rov e  M os e s  La k e ’ s  w a te r  q u a lity

○ Prov id e  op e ra tion a l fle x ib ility  for  C B P



W 20  La te ra l 
Ex te n s ion  Proje c t

● G a in e d  w id e s pre a d  s u pport

○ M e t w ith  m u ltip le  e n titie s  a n d  

org a n iza tion s

○ $ 5 0 0 k  from  c ou n ty ;  $ 1M  C a n tw e ll C DS

● A m p lifie d  u n d e r ly in g  is s u e s  w ith  u s in g  C B P 

in fra s tru c tu re  for  m u n ic ip a l p u rp os e s

● Port of M os e s  La k e  a n d  C B C D is  c om m itted  to 

m ov in g  forw a rd

ddd



C olu m b ia  B a s in  Proje c t
M & I W a te r  is  Pa ra m ou n t
And also problematic

CBP Irrigation District Managers at CBSWC Stakeholder Meeting in 2024



M & I W a te r

● C B P in fra s tru c tu re  w a s  d e s ig n e d  for  ir r ig a tion  

d e liv e ry

● M & I a c c e s s  is  m a n a g e d  th rou g h  te m p ora ry  c on tra c ts

● ~30 ,0 0 0  A F c u rre n tly  a v a ila b le

● G re a t w a te r  q u a lity



M & I W a te r  ( C on t.)

● S u pply  is  s e a s on a l a n d  in te rru ptib le

● Pr ic in g  a n d  c a n a l c a p a c ity  re m a in  c h a lle n g e s

● Polic y  c h a n g e s  m a y  a ffe c t fu tu re  M & I d e liv e ry  

c a p a c ity

● How e v e r ,  e x is tin g  in fra s tru c tu re  m a k e s  M & I w a te r  

c u rre n tly  a v a ila b le  a n d  fe a s ib le  for  a  lot of 

m u n ic ip a litie s



R e g ion a l Dis tr ib u tion  -
C olu m b ia  R iv e r  &  G ra v ity

● C B S W C  id e n tifie d  a s  a  p r ior ity  in  20 23, b u t n ot in  20 25

● A s  c on v e rs a tion s  a re  e le v a tin g  a rou n d  M & I is s u e s ,

OC R  is  e v a lu a tin g  re g ion a l d is tr ib u tion  op p ortu n itie s

● Ex is tin g  C B P in fra s tru c tu re  w ill lik e ly  c on tin u e  to p rov id e  

fu tu re  op p ortu n itie s

● C olu m b ia  R iv e r  p u m p  s ta tion  m a y  m a k e  th e  m os t s e n s e  

for  C ity  of Qu in c y  



Th e  tim e  m a y  b e  r ig h t for  

in te g ra te d  p la n n in g  in  th e  

C olu m b ia  B a s in

Ph oto by  B r itton  B a k e r ,  C B C D



Le t’ s  C on tin u e  th e  
C on v e rs a tion

● Lincoln County Water Purveyor Listening Session
CBSWC Stakeholder Meeting - Thurs., July 16th
Davenport Memorial Hall (In-person only)

● Black Lake Project and Passive Rehydration in the Basin
CBSWC Stakeholder Meeting - Thurs., Sept. 17th
City of Moses Lake’s Council Chambers

● CBP Municipal & Industrial (M&I) Water 
CBSWC Annual Meeting at CBDL Annual Conference
November 12 & 13, 2026
Three Rivers Convention Center, Kennewick



c b g rou n d w a te r .org



Kristina Ribellia
CBCD Executive Director
CBSWC Board Member

kristina - ribellia@columbiabasincd.org

Thank You
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