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Dividing the Waters

•Multi-western state water law program
•Hosts an in-person conference every 
18 months
•Includes water law, water science, 
and experiential learning
•Hosts authors and local experts to share the 
significance of water in their community

Research Boat
-Flathead Lake
 Biological     
Station

Se¿lis¿ Ksanka Ql¿ispe¿ (SQK) Dam







Recent Webinars

•Water Federalism
•Groundwater and Surface Water Hydrology
•Tribal Water Law – The Last 30 Years

Tribal-Judicial Summit

•Judges received training on tribal 
cultural awareness
•State court judges and tribal representatives 
connected through personal stories and sharing 
important issues



Creativity

- Thinking several moves ahead

- Adjudications / Negotiations: strategize the true end game: 
sustainable, enforceable outcomes that serve multiple 
interests

- Chart paths not previously thought through—novel 
mitigation packages, creative trust water right 
arrangements, hybrid storage solutions

- Develop a common language among irrigators, 
municipalities, tribes, environmental groups, and agencies

- Flexibility as a tool of strength: transfers, banking, leasing, 
and multi-benefit projects

- Reflection that adherence to priority and beneficial use 
does not preclude imaginative problem solving



The Creative Water Practitioner

The creative water practitioner combines technical rigor with 
imaginative vision. 

- Educate stakeholders

- Innovate within the law

- Adapt while protecting security and priority

- Build coalitions

- Speak a common language

- Remain flexible without sacrificing reliability 

Creativity in water law does not bend the rules—it finds 
sustainable paths within them.
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