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Spokane County Public
Works, Water Resources

Mission statement:

The Water Resources Program serves Spokane
County residents by protecting the quality
and quantity of Spokane County surface and
groundwater resources, now and into the
future, recognizing the many desired uses
including domestic, agricultural, recreational,
industrial, municipal and hydroelectric.







Water Resources On-going Programs

Little Spokane




Spokane County’s Role in Municipal Water

Spokane County is NOT a municipal water provider, but we have
various roles related to municipal water supplies:

e Aquifer Protection Areas

* Regional collaboration

* Coordinated Water System Plan
* Comprehensive Planning



Aquifer Protection Areas (APAs)

* County can establish APA under State Law RCW 36.36
* APA cannot include City or Town without approval

* Allowable expenditures (RCW 36.36.040) include:
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History of the SVRP APA

e 1985 — Established the
SVRP APA

* Cities of Spokane and
Millwood

* Parts of Spokane County

* 2004 — Renewed with
adjusted boundaries

e Cities of Millwood,
Spokane Valley, and
Liberty Lake

e Parts of Spokane County

» 2025 — Renewed with
adjusted boundaries

* Cities of Spokane,
Spokane VaII(?/,
Millwood, and Liberty
Lake

* Parts of unincorporated
Spokane County
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APA Fee Structure

The SVRP APA fee structure has Residential Parcel w/ Single Family Home

remained unchanged since 1985. >

West Plains APA will adopt same AN

fees, IF voters approve the measure ] O LY ) -

. $1._25 per mor_1th per equivalent ﬂ 11 ” 11 Il_
residential unit for water ® 0ad Ibep

* $1.25 per month per equivalent
residential unit for onsite sewage
disposal (e.g., septic systems)

Multifamily, commercial &

Industrial pay based on water $15/Year

meter size




This simplified path analysis shows the complexity of
jurisdictional and organizational involvement in aquifer decision-
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Regional Collaboration with Purveyors

Spokane Aquifer Joint Board (SAJB)
* Formed 1995
* WA purveyors drawing from SVRP Aquifer S/A\J B

» To protect the public water supply by coordinating efforts, performing and
sponsoring studies and investigations, and providing a discussion forum with
respect to developing and implementing public water supply programs

ldaho Washington Aquifer Collaborative (IWAC) IWAC
* Formed 2012
* ID & WA purveyors drawing from SVRP Aquifer

* To work together to maintain and/or enhance water quality and quantity for
present and future generations



Regional Collaboration with Purveyors

The Spokane Valley-Rathdrum Prairie
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Other great regional collabs
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Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP)

* Public Water System Coordination
Act of 1977 (RCW 70A.100)

 Critical Water Supply Service Area
(CWSSA) established by DOH or
County to address water supply
problems related to:
* uncoordinated planning,
* inadequate water quality, or
* unreliable service.




Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP)

* Public Water System Coordination
Act of 1977 (RCW 70A.100) =

e Coordinated Water System Plan
(CWSP) outlines how public water
systems within the CWSSA will meet
current and future water needs in
the most efficient way.

* Procedures to coordinate the planning
of public water supply systems

» Single plan or compilation of Water
System Plans w/Regional Supplement
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Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP)

p 1989 ) 1997 ) 1999 ) 2025 g

Four original Original CWSP 15t CWSP Original 4 2" CWSP 314 CWSP
CWSSAs Update CWSSAs Update Update
designated: abolished; _ | initiated by

 North new CWSSA =& - i Board of
Spokane A ianA Y designated County

* Spokane Commissioners
Valley per RCW

* West Plains 70A.100.060(6)

e City of and as set forth
Spokane = in Resolution

{5 2025-0486



Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP)

e Water Utility Service Areas

* Minimum Design Standards

O

 Utility Service Review Procedure

 Satellite Management and Receivership

* Regional Resource Issues

* Plan Implementation



Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP)

* CWSP may also serve as the County’s

Water General Plan (RCW 36.94) Spokane County
* Assumes County has power to own/operate 3;‘;;‘:;““‘“"1 Water System Plan
a water system
* May be mandated to become receiver of
failing system Seorang Counry
* Prior CWSPs approved as Water General
Plan (assume this update will be as well)
* Requires another review/approval “vne—
process Commiseor Pl D s
* County Services Act (CSA) Committee review
and recommendation S St coas
* Planning Commission review and
re CO m m e n d a t I O n Erc?:%irri‘ijce.;ﬁd Engineering Services, Inc.
* BoCC adopts as the Water General Plan Oyra WA a7




Comprehensive Planning

Growth Management Act (GMA)
RCW 36.70 (a)

* Land Use: shall provide for protection
of the quality and quantity of
groundwater used for public water
supplies.

* Long-range planning uses water
availability/quality for growth
recommendations




Comprehensive Planning

Growth Management Act (GMA)

RCW 36.70 (a) )y
* Permitting: building permits e / : g

necessitating potable water shall AF 73
provide evidence of an adequate s
water supply for the intended use of S04
the building.

* Long-range planning (like permitting)
is adding a requirement of capacity—
assurance of supply—before plats are o N
approved SR




Comprehensive Planning

Growth Management Act (GMA)
RCW 36.70 (a)

* Critical Areas: Designate and protect
critical areas, including critical aquifer
recharge areas

* Climate Element (new): Address
natural hazards worsened by climate
change (e.g., flooding, drought) and
identify strategies to ensure long-
term water availability




Questions?

Contact:

Amy Sumner

Water Resources Manager
Spokane County
509-477-7578

WASHINGTON asumner@spokanecounty.org

Spokane County
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