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What is a Water Master?
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RCW 90.03.070:

It shall be the duty of the water master,to:

1. divide, regulate, and control the use of water; 

2. prevent the use of water in excess of the amount to 
which the owner of the right is lawfully entitled; 

3. enforce Department rules and regulations.



What is a Water Master?
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Department of Ecology:

“Our watermasters work to assure water use is fair and legal. 
They also work to find water solutions, especially when water 
must be rationed or curtailed due to drought. They may issue 
curtailment orders or fines, but always look to solve water 
problems at the ground level in watersheds.”



What is a Water Master?
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National Public Radio:

“In the arid American West, it's the job of the watermaster to 
referee water usage. During the hot and dry summer months, 
they are essentially water cops. Their job is to keep the peace 
among farmers whose livelihoods depend on a limited water 
supply…To many, the job confirms an old Western saying: 
‘Whiskey is for drinking, water is for fighting.’”
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Kevin’s perspective
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Cow Creek adjudication
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Cow Creek adjudication
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Cow Creek adjudication
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Outlet of Sprague Lake (S)

Resort at Sprague Lake (N)



Cow Creek adjudication
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• Extends ~60 miles in length

• Drains ~475 sq. miles

• Crosses Spokane, Lincoln, 
Whitman, and Adams 
Counties



Cow Creek adjudication
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[12/31/1984]



Cow Creek adjudication
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Cow Creek adjudication

14



Cow Creek adjudication
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Sprague Lake



Cow Creek adjudication
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Cow Creek Adjudication
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Spring, 2006 Spring, 2025



Where do we go from here?

• Remote Sensing (OpenET)

• Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

• Google Earth 

• AgWeatherNet (WSU)

• National Archives and Records Service
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Where do we go from here?
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Where do we go from here?
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2024 annual use

Last 5 years monthly use



Thank you
Kevin: pabr461@ecy.wa.gov

Johnny: jonj461@ecy.wa.gov
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