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Getting Water for Your Land
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Example: Water Right G3-00984C



 Priority Date:
 Oct 7, 1970

 Quantities
 Qa – 150 acre-ft

 Qi – 600 gpm

 60 acres

 Changing the following 

attributes:
 Place of Use

 Point of Withdrawal

Example: Water Right G3-00984C
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 Ecology WRTS Database

 Statutes: Revised Code of Washington (RCW)

 Rules: Washington Administrative Code (WAC)

 Polices, Procedures and Guidance

 Forms and Templates 

 Case Law

 Orders and Directives

 Unwritten Ecology Policy

Tools of the Trade
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Available Tools: WRTS Database



Available Tools: Policies, Procedures, and Guidance
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https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/plans-
policies/water-rights-dam-safety-policies-procedures-guidan

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/plans-policies/water-rights-dam-safety-policies-procedures-guidan


Available Tools: Policies, Procedures, and Guidance
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Available Tools: Policies, Procedures, and Guidance
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Available Tools: Policies, Procedures, and Guidance
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Step 1: The Application
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 Tentative Determination Analysis
 Historical aerial imagery

 Metering data

 Same Body of Groundwater / Impairment Analysis
/Water Availability

 Water-level data (EIM database)

 Surficial geology map

 Cross –sections

 Hydrogeologic conceptual model

 Supporting Figures and Maps
 Vicinity maps

 Nearby water rights

 Existing and proposed place of use

 Existing and proposed points of withdrawal

 Processing Pathway
 Cost reimbursement

 Conservancy board

 Standard
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The Application: What Information is Needed?
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The Application: What Information is Needed?



The Application: Historical Aerial Imagery
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The Application: Hydrogeology
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The Application: Choosing the Processing Pathway
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RCW 90.03.380: Priority of 
Water Right Applications
RCW 90.44.540 Expedited 
Processing of Applications
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 Grant County Water Conservancy Board – Represents County

 3 to 5 Members with Alternates

 Appointed by County Governing Body

 Typically, local citizens

 Each County Board operates a little bit differently

 Fees are different

 Applications are presented in person for Grant County

 Continuing Education Requirements

 WAC 173-153-120 “Ecology recognizes that boards are independent entities with the legal right to 

make records of decision on water rights without seeking assistance from Ecology”

 Conservancy Board findings documented in a Record of Decision or ROD

 Ecology has 45 (+30) days to review, approve, reject, or modify a ROD.

A Note on Water Conservancy Boards



Step 2: Public Notice & Affidavit
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Step 3: Field Inspection
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 ROE supports ROD decision
 Completed by Consultant

 Reviewed and Approved by the Board

 ROD documents Board decision

 ROE contains:
 Tentative determination of extent and 

validity

 Water Availability assessment

 Impairment assessment

 Public Interest statement

 Provisions

Step 4: Report of Examination
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Step 4: Report of Examination
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Step 4: Record of Decision
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Step 5: Change ROE & Implement Change
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Step 6: Proof of Appropriation
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Superseding Certificate
Thank You

eweber@landauinc.com
206-940-2406

mailto:eweber@landauinc.com

