
New Rules for Appeals & Practice Tips 
for Appearing before the Pollution 

Control Hearings Board

by Christopher Swanson, PCHB and SHB 
Board member



Agenda



Rules Update



Rulemaking Changes







Clarify “date of receipt” of Board orders or decisions to align with Fode v. 
Dep't of Ecology, 22 Wn. App. 2d 22, 509 P.3d 325 (2022); 

Add new sections with procedures regarding the Board’s handling of 
confidential and exempt information and issuing protective orders; 

Update language to be gender neutral; 

Add new section and amend sections related to consolidation of appeals 
to align with RCW 43.21B.340; 

Remove the requirement that settlement agreements be submitted to the 
Board upon requesting a dismissal due to settlement; and 

Clarify requirements for filing exhibits.



SHB























PCHB



























of Board orders or decisions to align with Fode v. Dep't of Ecology ,  22 Wn. App. 2d 22, 509 
P.3d 325 (2022); 



ELUHO







Practice Tips 



Writing



“Good Writing is 
Short writing.”

Brian Watkins, Chief Legal Officer, 
Board of Industrial Insurance 
Appeals and National Judicial 

College Faculty Writing instructor



Why is good 
writing so 

important for 
PCHB/SHB 

practice?



Complexity of Facts

Complexity of Law

Audience (Board Members and Judges)

Appeal



Nine Qualities of Good Writing
from Ann Hadley, annhadley.com

1.

2.

3.

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

8 .



The Tenth Quality (especially pertinent to 
the the PCHB/SHB)



Anticipates



Data



Teaching



Telling a Full Story



The Rewrite



Math



Good writing is simple, but not Simplistic



Good writing does not get hung up on what 
has been said Before



Good Writers aren’t Smug



Extremely Well Thought Out Issues



Thank you
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