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CMS ANNOUNCES NATIONWIDE SIX-MONTH MORATORIUM ON MEDICARE ENROLLMENTS FOR HOSPICE AND HOME HEALTH AGENCIES 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has launched one of the most sweeping anti-fraud actions in recent years by imposing a six-month nationwide moratorium on new Medicare enrollments for hospice and home health agencies. The policy, announced in coordination with Vice President JD Vance’s Anti-Fraud Task Force, is intended to halt the rapid growth of providers in sectors federal officials now describe as particularly vulnerable to organized fraud, abusive billing practices, and exploitation of vulnerable patients. CMS officials said the temporary freeze will give regulators time to intensify investigations, strengthen screening measures, and remove questionable operators already participating in Medicare. 
The action follows mounting scrutiny of hospice fraud nationwide, especially in California, where investigations by journalists and federal authorities uncovered hundreds of hospice providers displaying suspicious patterns, including overlapping ownership structures, unusually high patient survival rates, and billing irregularities. CBS News reporting helped bring national attention to the issue, documenting how fraudulent operators allegedly enrolled patients who were not terminally ill and billed Medicare for unnecessary or nonexistent services. Federal officials have argued that bad actors are exploiting gaps in oversight to siphon billions of taxpayer dollars from Medicare and Medicaid programs. 
Industry reaction has been swift. The National Alliance for Care at Home endorsed efforts to remove fraudulent providers but cautioned CMS against using overly broad national restrictions in areas where access to hospice and home health services is already limited. The Alliance argues that regulators should focus enforcement on high-risk geographic markets rather than communities with legitimate workforce shortages and unmet patient needs. Likewise, National Partnership for Healthcare and Hospice Innovation (NPHI) praised the moratorium as a necessary temporary step to restore integrity to hospice care, noting that reputable nonprofit and community-based providers have long warned that fraudulent agencies undermine trust in end-of-life services and divert resources away from patients with genuine needs. 
CMS officials emphasized that the moratorium does not affect currently enrolled hospice or home health agencies that remain in good standing, nor does it restrict patient access to existing providers. Instead, the agency plans to use the six-month pause to deploy enhanced data analytics, conduct targeted audits, and accelerate enforcement actions against suspect organizations. Officials also indicated the moratorium could be extended if fraudulent activity continues at current levels. 
The broader crackdown has also taken on political dimensions. Federal officials have warned states that insufficient enforcement against Medicaid and Medicare fraud could jeopardize certain streams of federal funding. Critics argue the administration risks politicizing healthcare oversight and potentially disrupting legitimate care delivery, while supporters contend that aggressive enforcement is necessary to protect both patients and taxpayers. Healthcare analysts note that the challenge for CMS will be balancing tougher program integrity measures with maintaining access to quality hospice and home health services, particularly in rural and underserved communities where provider shortages already exist. (CMS, 5/13, https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-aggressive-nationwide-crackdown-fraud-six-month-hospice-home-health-agency-enrollment; The Alliance, 5/13, https://allianceforcareathome.org/the-alliance-responds-to-cmss-announcement-of-nationwide-enrollment-moratoria-on-hospice-and-home-health-providers/; NPHI, 5/13, https://www.nphihealth.org/nphi-commends-cms-action-to-implement-temporary-nationwide-hospice-moratorium-to-strengthen-hospice-program-integrity/; CBS News, 5/13, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/medicare-enrollment-hospice-fraud-trump-administration/; Reuter’s, 5/13, https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/us-halting-medicare-enrollments-new-home-healthcare-hospice-providers-2026-05-13)
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