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Hospice Notes
~ “Inside the 2026 Payment Rule,” a podcast focused on the impact of the latest rule, is offered for November 5 at noon ET. Katie Wehri, Vice President for Regulatory Affairs, Quality & Compliance, National Alliance for Care at Home, and Holly Vossel, Senior Reporter for Hospice News are the presenters. The presentation has no cost but does require registration which is online, along with more details, at the link below. (Hospice News, https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5105294/B7D3088B058686FE171E9C9841B4B3A5?partnerref=Email1)
~ “Inside the hospice that feels like home: How Omega House catches those who fall through the cracks” highlights the pioneering efforts of Omega House in Houston, a hospice originally established for HIV/AIDS patients. Founded by Eleanor Munger in 1986, Omega House has become a refuge for marginalized groups, including the LGBT community and those ostracized by society. The hospice emphasizes a home-like environment, offering care without judgment. Dr. Charlene Flash describes it as “the emerald of the community,” providing hope and care for those who feel abandoned. Omega House will celebrate 40 years of service in 2026. (ABC13 Houston, 10/13, abc13.com/post/omega-house-pioneering-hospice-houstonians-hivaids-maintains-status-place-hope-40-years-opening/17925076)

~ “Changing The Channel on Death” explores the evolving conversation around death and dying, emphasizing the need for a cultural shift in how society approaches end-of-life care. The article highlights the importance of open discussions about death, suggesting that such conversations can lead to more meaningful and personalized end-of-life experiences. It argues for a broader acceptance of death as a natural part of life, which can improve the quality of hospice care. The piece also touches on the role of media and storytelling in reshaping public perceptions about death. (End Well Project, 10/25, https://endwellproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Changing-The-Channel-on-Death.pdf)

~ “An Age-Old Fear Grows More Common: ‘I’m Going To Die Alone’” explores the increasing concern among older adults about dying without companionship. The article highlights the growing number of seniors living alone, with over 15 million people aged 55 or older lacking a spouse or biological children. This reality raises questions about who will support these individuals at the end of life. The piece discusses the limitations of hospice care and the potential for increased hospital deaths due to insufficient home-based services. It also emphasizes the importance of identifying and supporting isolated seniors early. (KFF Health News, 10/16, kffhealthnews.org/news/article/aging-fear-dying-alone-single-childless-widowhood-divorce)
~ “Lack of urgency” is identified as a primary cause of hospice admissions delays, according to industry consultants at Transcend Strategy Group. An article highlights that unnecessary questions during patient intake and self-imposed operational restrictions contribute to these delays. Courtney Penn, Transcend’s COO, emphasizes the need for hospices to streamline their processes by focusing on essential information and fostering a culture of urgency. Tony Kudner, the chief strategy officer, suggests that overcoming imaginary barriers and aligning teams around patient needs can enhance admissions efficiency. (McKnight’s Home Care, 10/09, https://www.mcknightshomecare.com/news/lack-of-urgency-a-top-cause-of-hospice-admissions-delays-industry-consultants-say)

~ “Private Equity–Owned Hospices Report Highest Profits, Lowest Patient Care Spending Compared With Other Ownership Models” explores financial disparities in hospice care based on ownership models. The study, using 2022 Medicare cost reports, reveals that private equity-owned hospices achieve the highest profits while spending the least on direct patient care compared to other for-profit and not-for-profit hospices. This model emphasizes administrative efficiency and nursing facility-based care, potentially compromising hospice quality and shifting costs elsewhere in the healthcare system. The findings suggest policy adjustments to the hospice payment model could better align costs with care delivery. (Health Affairs, 10/06, https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/abs/10.1377/hlthaff.2025.00327)

~ “Home Health & Hospice’s Top Advocacy Priorities” highlights the critical advocacy efforts by the National Alliance for Care at Home to protect and advance home-based care services. The article emphasizes the need to oppose CMS’s proposed 9% cut to Medicare Home Health payments, maintain hospice as a separate entity from Medicare Advantage, support robust Medicaid HCBS funding, and expand telehealth access. These priorities aim to ensure high-quality, person-centered care remains accessible and sustainable. The Alliance recently convened over 230 providers in Washington to advocate for these issues. (HomeCare Magazine, 10/5, homecaremag.com/national-alliance-for-care-at-home-call-to-action)

~ “NHP Sues Moment’s Hospice Over Alleged ‘Patient Poaching’” reports on a legal dispute between two Iowa hospice providers. National Hospice Management (NHP) has filed a lawsuit against Moments Hospice, alleging that a former Beacon of Hope care coordinator, Jaycie Klein, violated a noncompete agreement by recruiting patients to Moments Hospice. The suit claims Klein’s actions have led to potential revenue loss and increased live discharge rates for NHP. NHP seeks an injunction to prevent further interference with their patient base. (Hospice News, 10/10, hospicenews.com/2025/10/10/nhp-sues-moments-hospice-over-alleged-patient-poaching)

~ “New Affinity Hospice CEO Seeks to Take Company National” discusses Chris Smith’s vision to expand Affinity Hospice beyond its regional presence. Smith, who has a background with AccentCare and Seasons Hospice, aims to enhance clinical quality and compliance as foundational elements for growth. He plans to densify existing markets in the Southeast before expanding nationally, focusing on organic growth through de novo expansion. Smith emphasizes the importance of staying compliant with new standards like the Hospice Outcomes and Patient Evaluation Tool (HOPE). (Hospice News, 10/16, https://hospicenews.com/2025/10/16/new-affinity-hospice-ceo-seeks-to-take-company-national/)

~ “Where Hospices’ Documentation Technology Investments Are Heading” explores the increasing focus on AI and machine learning in hospice documentation technology. According to the Hospice News Market Intelligence Report, 39% of respondents consider AI and machine learning capabilities in documentation software as ‘very important.’ These technologies are being used to enhance access for underserved populations and improve advance care planning. However, financial constraints and software limitations pose significant barriers. The report highlights the need for better integration of advanced analytics and compliance features to address documentation challenges. (Hospice News, 10/16, hospicenews.com)

~ “Iowan suspected of stealing hospice patients’ drugs surrenders license” reports on a massage therapist accused of stealing medications from hospice patients. Mackenzie McCarroll, who practiced in Cresco, Iowa, faced complaints in 2022 and 2024 regarding missing morphine from hospice clients. An investigation found probable cause for theft and substance use disorder, leading to her placement on the dependent adult abuse registry. McCarroll was also convicted of operating a vehicle while intoxicated and failed to report this to the board. She has agreed to surrender her license to resolve the case. (Iowa Capital Dispatch, 9/29, iowacapitaldispatch.com/briefs/iowan-suspected-of-stealing-hospice-patients-drugs-surrenders-license)

~ “Hospice Chain Settles Fraud Claims for $3 Million” reports on a settlement involving Guardian Hospice of Georgia and its affiliates. The companies agreed to pay $3 million to resolve whistleblower allegations that they submitted false claims to Medicare and Medicaid for patients who were not terminally ill. This settlement highlights ongoing scrutiny and legal challenges in the hospice industry regarding compliance with federal healthcare regulations. (Law.com, 10/07, law.com/article/almID/1202739176645)

~ “Danbury Regional Hospice receives $2 million grant to expand pediatric program” highlights a significant funding boost aimed at enhancing pediatric hospice care. The $2 million state grant, secured by Sen. Julie Kushner (D), will allow Danbury Regional Hospice to expand its services for children with life-threatening conditions, addressing the shortage of pediatric hospice workers. The funding will support staff expansion, educational initiatives, and outreach efforts to ensure broader access to hospice services for families. This initiative underscores the hospice’s commitment to providing comfort and support to young patients and their families. (NBC Connecticut, 09/29, nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/danbury-regional-hospice-receives-grant-expand-pediatric-program/3644798)

~ “Welcome to Fall Tops News Stories September 2025” highlights key developments in Hospice and Palliative Care as discussed by Chris Comeaux and Cordt Kassner. The episode covers the impact of AI on hospice care, the significance of end-of-life visits, and challenges in hospice utilization trends. It also features stories like the launch of a new nursing scholarship program and reflections on Hurricane Helene’s impact one year later. This discussion offers insights and encouragement for healthcare leaders and caregivers, emphasizing the urgency and meaning of hospice care. (Teleios Collaborative Network, 10/1, teleioscn.org)

~ “Innovations in Hospice Care: A New Approach to Patient-Centered Services” explores recent advancements in hospice care aimed at enhancing patient experiences. The article highlights how technology integration and personalized care plans are transforming hospice services, making them more adaptable to individual patient needs. It emphasizes the importance of “leveraging digital tools to improve communication and care coordination.” These innovations are crucial as the healthcare industry continues to evolve, ensuring that hospice care remains compassionate and effective. (Healthcare Innovations, 10/15, https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5101093/CC5275F27E201F2AC5C594A9AFDC2011)

~ The article “Common hospice medications linked to higher risk of death in people with dementia” highlights a University of Michigan study revealing potential risks associated with certain medications in hospice care for dementia patients. Published in JAMA Network Open, the study found that benzodiazepines and antipsychotics, commonly prescribed to manage symptoms like agitation and anxiety, may increase mortality risk. Specifically, dementia patients in hospice who began these medications were 41% and 16% more likely to die within six months, respectively. The study underscores the need for hospice teams to reassess medication use and calls for dementia-specific hospice quality measures. (YubaNet, 10/14, yubanet.com/scitech/common-hospice-medications-linked-to-higher-risk-of-death-in-people-with-dementia)

End-of-Life Notes

~ “The Dying Utter Eerily Similar Final Words. A Mysterious Shift in Consciousness May Explain Why” appears in Popular Mechanics. Experts note that as the body shuts down, speech becomes difficult, and many dying people experience delirium marked by confusion and disconnection from their surroundings. Communication in these moments may take the form of gestures rather than words. Some patients still speak, sometimes addressing unseen figures or repeating simple, emotional phrases. Studies show that up to 88 percent of those in palliative care experience delirium before death, and some also undergo a brief period of terminal lucidity—a sudden, temporary return of clarity and connection known as “the surge.” Researchers do not fully understand why this occurs, though oxygen deprivation in the brain may play a role. (Popular Mechanics, 10/17, https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/health/a69075457/dying-words-before-death-delirium/k) 
~ “Dying with dementia in nursing homes: A population-based study of decedents and their families” explores the role of family in end-of-life care for nursing home residents with dementia. The study, involving 18,339 individuals in Utah, highlights significant differences in social determinants of health between those with and without family involvement. Notably, decedents without family were more likely to be older, female, non-White/Hispanic, and less educated. These factors may influence equity in end-of-life care, underscoring the need for informed interventions and policies. (Journal of the American Geriatrics Society, 02/02, https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jgs.18770)

~ “Timing matters: Impact of early advance care planning conversations on hospice utilization in outpatient oncology” explores how the timing of advance care planning (ACP) discussions affects hospice enrollment rates. The study found that physicians who engage in early and consistent ACP conversations, including discussions about hospice, see a 17% higher hospice enrollment rate. These conversations help align patient and provider expectations and allow for adjustments in care preferences over time. The study highlights the importance of initiating ACP discussions early, especially for patients with Stage IV disease or poor prognosis. (JCO Oncology Practice, 10/07, ascopubs.org/doi/10.1200/OP.2025.21.10_suppl.304)

~ “I hosted my own ‘living funeral.’ Doctors don’t think I’ll make it to the holidays and I wanted to see all my loved ones again” shares the story of April Fenk, a single mother with terminal cancer, who organized a ‘living funeral’ to say goodbye to her loved ones. Diagnosed with a rare and aggressive cervical cancer, Fenk chose to celebrate her life with family and friends, creating a space filled with love and laughter. She emphasized the importance of love, stating, “The pleasure of having known love and given love is what really matters on this earth.” This gathering provided her with closure and a chance to be remembered as she was, not frail. (Business Insider, 10/07, https://www.businessinsider.com/single-mom-rare-terminal-cancer-living-funeral-2025-10)

~ “New Research from End Well Reveals Television Sparks End-of-Life Conversations” highlights how authentic television storylines can encourage discussions about mortality. The study, conducted with USC’s Norman Lear Center, found that viewers exposed to realistic portrayals of death and dying were more likely to engage in end-of-life planning, such as drafting advance directives and discussing care preferences. Dr. Shoshana Ungerleider of End Well notes that “thoughtfully crafted television content can make a huge difference” in initiating these crucial conversations. (PR Newswire, 10/07, finance.yahoo.com/news/research-end-well-reveals-television-160000841.html)

~ “New Student-Led Medical Clinics Aim to Innovate End-of-Life Care Delivery” highlights a new initiative to address community needs and strengthen the healthcare workforce through student-led clinics. A partnership between Equip Human Solutions, Western Medical Training Center, and CVS Health aims to provide no-cost medical clinics and build educational pathways for future hospice and home health workers. Damien Weston, CEO of Equip Human Solutions, emphasizes the importance of expanding access to training for certified nursing assistants and pharmacy technicians to meet the growing demand for end-of-life care. The initiative also focuses on providing hands-on experience and fostering innovative care models to improve patient-centered care. (Hospice News, 10/07, hospicenews.com/2025/10/07/new-student-led-medical-clinics-aim-to-innovate-end-of-life-care-delivery)

~ “End-of-life care can lead to heavy guilt” explores the emotional burden faced by caregivers when making decisions for loved ones with dementia. The article highlights the legal and cultural constraints in the U.S. that prevent individuals from deciding their end-of-life care while still lucid. The author shares a personal story of guilt and helplessness experienced when placing a parent in a nursing home due to financial constraints. The piece emphasizes the importance of living life fully and choosing joy. (Islander News, 10/07, islandernews.com)

~ “Festival encourages people to consider what they want before they die” highlights the Before I Die New Mexico Festival, aimed at fostering open discussions about death and end-of-life planning. Initiated by Gail Rubin, the festival includes a resource fair with over 100 vendors, panels on topics like psychedelic therapy for grief, and a death café for candid conversations about mortality. Rubin emphasizes the importance of preparation, noting that “30% of people are the ones who are planning ahead,” leaving many unprepared. The event concluded with a dance party, blending fun with serious end-of-life considerations. (KUNM, 10/10, kunm.org/local-news/2025-10-10/festival-death-planning-aid-in-dying)

~ “What is water cremation and why did Pa. lawmakers just back a bill to legalize it?” discusses the recent Pennsylvania House of Representatives’ approval of alkaline hydrolysis as a legal cremation method. This environmentally sustainable option, also known as water cremation, uses significantly less energy than traditional flame cremation. The process involves a mixture of water and alkali to reduce the body to bone, which is then processed into ash. The bill, which now moves to the Pennsylvania Senate, aims to provide families with a greener alternative for end-of-life services. (Lehigh Valley Community News, 10/05, https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2025/10/what-is-water-cremation-and-why-did-pa-lawmakers-from-just-back-a-bill-to-legalize-it.html)

~ “The Unacknowledged Grief Oncologists Face and the Need for Closure” explores the emotional challenges oncologists encounter when dealing with patient loss. Dr. Mark A. Lewis shares personal experiences, emphasizing the importance of attending patients’ funerals for closure and honoring the therapeutic alliance. He reflects on the role of families in patient care and the profound impact of learning about patients’ lives posthumously. Lewis acknowledges the guilt and responsibility felt when transitioning patients to hospice care, highlighting the emotional complexity of oncological practice. (Medscape, 10/08, medscape.com/viewarticle/unacknowledged-grief-oncologists-face-and-need-closure-2025a1000qne)
~ “Dying Well in Christ: A Forum on the Church’s Care at Life’s End,” is a conference held at the Concordia Seminary St. Louis in July. The three days of presentations from a variety of presenters are now available on line at no cost. (Concordia Seminary St. Louis, https://scholar.csl.edu/sem/dying_well/)  
~ The article “Ethics of Disclosure in Pediatric End-of-Life Care” explores the complex ethical considerations involved in communicating with children and their families during end-of-life situations. It emphasizes the importance of transparency and honesty, while also considering the emotional and psychological impacts on young patients and their families. The article discusses how healthcare providers can navigate these sensitive conversations to support informed decision-making and maintain trust. (American Nurse, 10/23, https://www.myamericannurse.com/ethics-of-disclosure-in-pediatric-end-of-life-care/)

~ “A good death: How compassionate care helps people navigate the end of life” explores the evolution and impact of hospice and palliative care in the U.S., emphasizing the importance of compassionate care at life’s end. Shelli Feder, an associate professor at Yale, highlights the distinction between palliative and hospice care, noting that hospice is for those with a terminal illness and a life expectancy of six months or less, while palliative care is broader and not limited by diagnosis. Feder’s work at Yale’s Palliative and End-of-Life Care Innovation Lab aims to improve care quality and access, particularly within the VA system. (Yale News, 10/13, news.yale.edu/2025/10/13/good-death-how-compassionate-care-helps-people-navigate-end-life)

~ “Adult Protective Services Work with Clients at the End of Life: Challenges and Support Needs” explores the unique challenges faced by APS professionals when dealing with seriously ill or dying clients. The study identifies key issues such as family conflict, limited caregiver preparedness, and emotional strain on professionals. It emphasizes the need for improved interagency collaboration and organizational support to address these challenges effectively. The findings call for targeted policy and practice reforms to better equip APS workers in managing elder abuse and self-neglect at the end of life. (Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 09/11, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08946566.2025.2559666)

~ “What we get wrong about death, according to end-of-life workers” explores common misconceptions about death and dying, emphasizing the importance of accepting death as a natural part of life. The article highlights insights from hospice and palliative care professionals who note that many people mistakenly believe they can control death with technology and medicine. It stresses the need for open conversations about death and advance care planning to ease the emotional burden on families. The piece also addresses the stigma surrounding hospice care and the benefits of early palliative care. (TheNiche, 10/12, thenicheng.com)
Palliative Care Notes
~ “A Message of Condolence from AAHPM Leadership” honors the legacy of Dr. Balfour Mount, a pioneer in palliative care. Recognized as the ‘father of palliative care in North America,’ Dr. Mount’s work at the Royal Victoria Hospital and Palliative Care McGill laid the foundation for the palliative care movement. His model of care emphasized dignity and humanity, influencing how care is provided today. In 2023, AAHPM awarded him a Presidential Citation for his contributions. His legacy continues to inspire the field. (AAHPM News, 10/23, https://amc-aahpm.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9OTQ3Nzc2NyZzdWJzY3JpYmVyaWQ9ODE5MzA2Mzg5)

~ “How Palliative Care Supports Families Emotionally and Physically” explores the comprehensive role of palliative care in aiding families of seriously ill patients. The article highlights how palliative care extends beyond patient care to support families facing emotional and physical challenges. It emphasizes the importance of a care team that understands both medical and emotional needs, providing guidance that helps families adjust to new roles. The piece also discusses the financial and emotional burdens on caregivers, noting that professional caregivers can improve patients’ quality of life and offer respite to family members. Emotional support through counseling and open communication is crucial, as it helps families cope with anxiety and uncertainty, ultimately strengthening family bonds. (Elevated Magazines, 10/03, elevatedmagazines.com/single-post/how-palliative-care-supports-families-emotionally-and-physically)

~ “Research Ties Hospice, Palliative Care, Psychedelic Therapies to Improved Quality, Costs” explores how integrating these therapies can enhance patient outcomes and reduce costs. Recent studies highlight that systematic identification of seriously ill patients can decrease hospitalizations and increase home-based care, improving quality of life. Access to palliative care and respite services is crucial for enabling home deaths and reducing aggressive treatments. Additionally, psychedelic-assisted therapies show promise in alleviating existential distress, enhancing spiritual well-being among patients with life-limiting conditions. (Hospice News, 10/06, hospicenews.com)

~ “State Decision-Making Approaches in Seriously Ill People With Intellectual/Developmental Disability” explores how hospice and palliative care clinicians can support individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) in complex decision-making processes. The article highlights the importance of promoting autonomy and dignity through advance care planning (ACP) and supported decision-making, which offers a rights-based alternative to surrogate decision-making. It discusses legal frameworks in Maryland, New York, and Pennsylvania, emphasizing the need for inclusive serious illness discussions. (Journal of Pain and Symptom Management, 11/2025, https://www.jpsmjournal.com/article/S0885-3924(25)00759-6/abstract)

~ “Confidential Conversations in Palliative Care: An Ethnographic Exploration of Trust and Interpersonal Relationship Between Nurse and Patient” investigates the dynamics of trust in nurse-patient interactions within palliative care settings. The study highlights that trust is fragile and develops through consistent interactions, with small talk, presence, and silence being crucial for initiating and maintaining trust. The findings suggest that healthcare environments should prioritize privacy and relational continuity to support these interactions. The study emphasizes the importance of communication training to enhance nurse-patient relationships, ultimately improving emotional support and care. (Journal of Clinical Nursing, 09/30, https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jocn.70119).

~ “Palliative Care Remains Underused Among Young Adults With Advanced Cancer in U.S.” highlights the low utilization of palliative care despite its increase over time. The American Cancer Society’s research, presented at the ASCO Quality Care Symposium, reveals that only 4.8% of young adults with stage-IV cancers received palliative care in 2023, up from 2.0% in 2010. The study underscores the need for targeted policies to address unmet symptom management needs, particularly for uninsured patients or those with Medicaid, who are more likely to receive palliative care but less likely to receive systemic treatment. (American Cancer Society, 10/10, pressroom.cancer.org/SHI-ASCOQCS2025)

Grief and Advance Care Notes
~ An End of Life University podcast, “Scattering CJ: A Mother’s Grief Shared by Many with Hallie Twomey,” explores a mother’s journey through grief and the global movement that emerged from it. Following the suicide of her son CJ, Hallie Twomey initiated a project to scatter his ashes worldwide, which has now been documented in the film ‘Scattering CJ.’ This initiative aims to spark conversations about mental health and reduce the stigma surrounding suicide. Hallie shares her experience of complicated grief and the overwhelming global response to her request. (End of Life University, 09/29, eolupodcast.com)

~ “Are We Good?” captures comedian Marc Maron navigating grief after the death of his partner, filmmaker Lynn Shelton. Directed by Steven Feinartz, the documentary explores Maron’s vulnerability as he processes his loss, blending humor with poignant reflections. Maron grapples with the challenge of integrating grief into his comedy, questioning, “When do I write a joke?” The film highlights Maron’s candidness and the warmth Shelton brought into his life, offering a nuanced portrayal of grief’s complexity. (The New York Times, 10/02, nytimes.com)

~ “Grieving Someone Who’s Still Here” explores the concept of anticipatory grief, which occurs when families face terminal illness or cognitive decline. This type of grief manifests before the actual loss, causing emotional and physiological symptoms like fatigue and brain fog. The article emphasizes the importance of early emotional support to mitigate long-term psychological strain. It also highlights the potential for anticipatory grief to evolve into prolonged grief disorder, which requires specialized therapy. (Psychology Today, 10/02, psychologytoday.com)

~ “Elizabeth Earley explores the fear of death in new essay collection” delves into the complexities of mortality through Earley’s personal and intellectual journey. After a near-fatal accident, Earley faced her fear of death by volunteering in hospice care and writing Little Deaths All in a Row. Despite her continued fear, she found unexpected gifts in confronting mortality, including overcoming a fear of love. Earley’s work combines scientific research and spirituality, offering a hopeful perspective on death and the possibility of consciousness beyond. (Seattle Gay News, 09/26, https://www.sgn.org/story/158557/Arts%20&%20Entertainment/Books/Elizabeth%20Earley%20explores%20the%20fear%20of%20death%20in%20new%20essay%20collection) 
Other Notes
~ “Fight Fraud First: A Bipartisan Path To Save Medicare’s Home Health Benefit” discusses the potential risks to Medicare’s home health benefit due to proposed payment cuts and highlights the need to address fraud instead. The article explains that the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services proposed a rule to reduce home healthcare payments by 6.4% in 2026, following previous cuts. Critics argue this could limit access to care and increase costs elsewhere. Former Senator Debbie Stabenow suggests targeting fraud, particularly in high-risk areas like Los Angeles, to protect essential services. (Forbes, 10/06, https://www.forbes.com/sites/kellyphillipserb/2025/10/06/fight-fraud-first-a-bipartisan-path-to-save-medicares-home-health-benefit/)

~ “MACPAC Proposes New Medicaid, CHIP Data Requirements; National Alliance Voices Concern” discusses the implications of new data collection requirements for Medicaid and CHIP. The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) recommends states gather more wage data for home- and community-based services (HCBS) to set payment rates, which has raised concerns among stakeholders. The National Alliance for Care at Home argues that this approach increases administrative burdens without addressing low worker wages. They urge CMS to conduct comprehensive rate studies and ensure rates support livable wages. (Hospice News, 10/08, hospicenews.com)

~ “Pa. House passes measure to legalize water cremation” discusses the recent legislative move in Pennsylvania to legalize alkaline hydrolysis, an eco-friendly alternative to traditional cremation. Known as water cremation, this process uses water, chemicals, and heat to break down remains, consuming only a quarter of the energy required for flame cremation. The bill, which has passed the House and moves to the Senate, aims to provide more sustainable end-of-life options. Despite its benefits, the practice faces scrutiny, as seen in Texas where it was conducted without consent. (WGAL, 10/03, wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-house-passes-measure-legalize-water-cremation/68819387)

~ “Report sounds alarm about private equity’s growing involvement in PACE” highlights concerns over private equity’s increasing role in the Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE). The report by the Private Equity Stakeholder Project warns that private equity views PACE as a financial opportunity rather than a care model, potentially compromising care quality. The number of private equity-backed PACE organizations rose from four to 16 between 2016 and 2022, with about 30 programs now backed by private equity or venture capital. The report calls for legislative action to ensure PACE remains focused on patient care. (McKnight’s Home Care, 09/24, mcknightshomecare.com/news/report-sounds-alarm-about-private-equitys-growing-involvement-in-pace)

~ “Sought-after physician specialty roles are taking longer to fill” highlights the increasing time required to fill positions in key medical specialties like oncology and cardiology. The article notes that the estimated median days to fill these roles have risen in 2024 compared to 2023, indicating a growing challenge in staffing these critical areas. This trend may impact healthcare delivery and patient care, particularly in specialties that are crucial for managing complex health conditions. (Modern Healthcare, 09/24, https://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/staffing/mh-physician-specialty-openings-oncology-cardiology-2024/)

~ “Risks of Tramadol Likely Outweigh Benefit for Chronic Pain” explores the efficacy and safety concerns of tramadol for chronic pain management. A meta-analysis of 19 trials revealed that while tramadol reduced pain, its effect was below the minimal important difference, and it doubled the risk of serious adverse events compared to placebo. The study highlights that tramadol is often perceived as safer than other opioids, a notion lacking evidence. Researchers recommend minimizing tramadol use due to its potential for addiction and adverse effects. (MedPage Today, 10/07, medpagetoday.com/neurology/painmanagement/117842)

NOTE: Some URL links require subscription, membership and/or registration.
Hospice Analytics is the national sponsor of Hospice News Network for 2025. Hospice Analytics is an information-sharing research organization whose mission is to improve hospice utilization and access to quality end-of- life care. For additional information, please call Dr. Cordt Kassner, CEO, at 719-209-1237 or see www.HospiceAnalytics.com.
Hospice News Network is published 12 or more times a year. Hospice News Spotlight may occur as needed when/if there is time-sensitive or urgent news of great interest to subscribers.  Copyright, 2025.  All rights reserved to HNN subscribers, who may distribute HNN, in whole or part, to provider members of the subscribers’ state organizations.  If readers need further information, they should consult the original source or call their state association office.  HNN exists to provide summaries of local, state and national news coverage of issues that are of interest to hospice leaders.  HNN disclaims all liability for validity of the information.  The information in HNN is compiled from numerous sources and people who access information from HNN should also research original sources.  The information in HNN is not exhaustive and HNN makes no warranty as to the reliability, accuracy, timeliness, usefulness or completeness of the information.  HNN does not and cannot research the communications and materials shared and is not responsible for the content.  If any reader feels that the original source is not accurate, HNN welcomes letters to the editor that may be shared with HNN readers. The views and opinions expressed by HNN articles and notes are not intended to and do not necessarily reflect views and opinions of HNN, the editor, or contributors.  Only subscribing state hospice organizations have rights to distribute HNN and all subscribers understand and agree to the terms stated here.
PAGE  
1

