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The Problem

Rare books, like archival materials, are valuable resources which can offer users unique opportu-
nities for research and exploration. Unfortunately, the most common method used today to pro-
vide access to rare books, the library OPAC, comes with the following disadvantages: 1. the com-
mand search vocabulary needed to search within special collections are often difficult to use and
not well-known by users, 2. the discovery of many unique materials is hindered by the way results
ranking algorithms are designed to focus on more “popular” entries, 3. the catalog fails to provide
contextual information for rare books which would enhance the value of interacting with them. As
a result, rare books are often underutilized as both research and educational materials. This is
the current case for the Don Quixote Collection at Queens College, which is comprised of fourteen
editions and related works of Miguel De Cervantes' masterpiece spanning over 300 years.
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Meaningful Access to Rare Book
Collections: A Digital Prototype in Omeka

Using the free, open-source content management software Omeka, we have created an online ac-
cess tool for rare books that allows users to explore the Don Quixote Collection of Queens College
in new ways.
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