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Saltmarsh Elects Josh Strickland and Michael Cole Shareholders 
 
TAMPA and PENSACOLA, FL (December 14, 2022) – Saltmarsh, Cleaveland & Gund, recently named one 
of the nation’s Best Firms to Work For by Accounting Today, is excited to announce that Josh Strickland, 
CPA and Michael Cole, JD, MSPA have been elected shareholders as of January 1, 2023. 
 
“Josh and Mike have been leaders in our firm since they each first joined. Mike’s in-depth knowledge of 
tax law, private equity and mergers and acquisitions has led him to form solid partnerships with his 
clients,” said Lee Bell, CPA, President. “Josh has a remarkable commitment to serving and the mutual 
respect of our great financial institution clients. We are proud to welcome them both to our shareholder 
group and look forward to growing with them in the years to come.”  
 
Josh has practiced public accounting since he joined the firm in 2010. As a part of the 
Financial Institution Advisory Group at Saltmarsh, he has served a multitude of the firm’s 
bank and credit union clients with his extensive expertise in external audit, internal audit 
and loan review services. He received his bachelor’s and Master of Accountancy from the 
University of West Florida and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants (AICPA) and the Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants (FICPA). 
 
Since joining the firm’s Tax and Accounting practice, Michael has served hundreds of public 
and private sector clients throughout the United States. He has over 15 years of public 
accounting experience and is recognized for his knowledge of the sales and exchanges of 
complex partnerships and organizational transactions, mergers and acquisitions and private 
equity. He received his master’s and Juris Doctor from Seton Hall University and is a member 
of the AICPA, the American Bar Association and the Association for Corporate Growth (ACG). 
 
ABOUT SALTMARSH, CLEAVELAND & GUND 
Founded in 1944, Saltmarsh is one of the largest and most respected accounting and business advisory 
firms in the Southeast, serving clients throughout the U.S. and worldwide from offices across the State of 
Florida and in Nashville, Tennessee. The firm offers a full range of professional services, including a variety 
of specialized consulting services for many industries and high net worth individuals. Saltmarsh has been 
recognized by Accounting Today as a Regional Leader, Best Firm to Work For and recently ranked #4 
nationally as one of the Best Firms for Young Accountants. The firm is also regarded as one of Forbes’ Top 
Recommended U.S. Tax and Accounting Firms and one of the Top 200 Firms in the U.S. by INSIDE Public 
Accounting. We are also an independent member of the BDO Alliance USA, which provides us access to 
national resources to better serve clients.  For more information, please visit www.saltmarshcpa.com or 
call (800) 477-7458. 
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