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UWF gift officer named national College Fund Raiser of the Year  
  
Pensacola, Fla. – Feb. 18, 2021 – The University of West Florida’s Brett Berg has been named 
the National Association of Athletic Development Directors 2021 College Fund Raiser of the 
Year. The recognition was announced on Thursday, Feb. 18, 2021. 
  

“I am humbled and thankful for this award,” said Berg, assistant vice president for development 
and associate athletic director at UWF. “I take pride in the idea that this award is a wonderful 
achievement for the University of West Florida and is a product of our hard working staff, 
amazing coaches, student-athletes and generous donors. I am truly thankful to be a part of an 
exceptional team and university.” 
  

Berg has a long and varied history with UWF, where he now serves on the leadership teams for 
both University Advancement and Intercollegiate Athletics. His career stints include athletics, 
health care, journalism, tourism and museums. 
  

“This is a very well-deserved recognition for Brett personally and a great honor for UWF on the 
national stage,” said Howard J. Reddy, UWF vice president for University Advancement. 
  

Berg oversees all fundraising activities for the UWF athletics program and manages football 
game day development operations. He and his team have set fundraising records each year, in 
addition to securing 21 of the top 25 largest gifts in the history of UWF Athletics, which includes 
the first ever six and seven-figure gifts for athletics. Berg has added 22 endowed funds and 
scholarships for athletics. Throughout his tenure at UWF, Berg has resurrected the Argonaut 
Athletic Club and set up a comprehensive fundraising program. 
  

“Brett has done a great job of growing the Argonaut Athletic Club and building relationships 
with our donors, while connecting them to our coaches and student-athletes,” said Dave Scott, 
UWF director of athletics. 
  

Berg has solicited some of the largest gifts for UWF Athletics, completed the UWF Football 
Founders initiative, created a new major gift society and has led the donor and fan initiatives 
around the UWF football team’s 2019 NCAA Division II national championship run. Under Berg’s 
leadership, UWF created the Football Founders initiative to help start a football program. That 
initiative raised more than $5,500,000 and laid the foundation for a new program that 



advanced to the national championship game twice in its first four years of existence. The 
largest gift ever to UWF Athletics was naming the Darrell Gooden Center, which Berg cultivated 
and solicited. This was one of the first buildings on campus to be named directly from a donor 
gift and the facility also includes seven other donor-named spaces and funding for all 115 
lockers in the new football locker room. 
  

Prior to UWF, Berg worked as director of marketing and public relations at the Gulf Coast 
Exploreum Science Center and IMAX Theater in Mobile. He also previously worked in Pensacola 
as the assistant director of the Baptist Health Care Foundation, where he oversaw fundraising 
initiatives that helped renovate the women’s center, generated funds and recognition for labor 
and delivery, built a new cancer center and conducted a nationally recognized employee giving 
program.  
  

Berg has also served as the director of Baptist SportsCare, overseeing all marketing to physically 
active groups for Baptist Health Care and worked for the Pensacola News Journal for more than 
10 years, serving as a correspondent and writing articles on high school and collegiate sports.  
  

Other 2021 NAADD award recipients include: Lifetime Achievement Award, Dennis Young, 
former executive director of the East Carolina Education Foundation—Pirate Club, East Carolina 
University; University Fund Raiser of the Year, Tim Rice, senior associate AD for development, 
San Diego State University; and Rising Star Award, Josh Jordan, director of development at 
Washington State University. The NAADD plans to recognize the award recipients at the NAADD 
Virtual Convention in July.  
  

For more information about University Advancement, visit uwf.edu/advancement. For more 
information about UWF Athletics, visit goargos.com.  
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Photo: Brett Berg at the Argonaut Athletic Club Donor and Student-Athlete Banquet 

 

If you would rather not receive future communications from University of West Florida, let us know by clicking here. 
University of West Florida, 11000 University Parkway, Pensacola, FL 32514-5750 United States 

 
 

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=hMlIarcqUZpV0veHI6SkX-2BH1xVxn6TxL1Ho59MVUvZCw2b8-2F8khfUsTS7FNMB3tqg45oXoDWATYDgq9MRHP7rIai-2FIUaYgID3PxBxR7iebgcUj-2Fdx8iZ79zYS-2FVrywL8ydfmwIh5pFD7nETY8nBLFDjl9JQEgNfkrm6jzIE0vo97ta3jWZNQ9jTNUaLE3T92Ixlv_tMV4yW93kyq5xPNHdnwLPyuBuXgK578sT4L4pIEHIGeqYkXobWHmdMY28BQYmMdslPRvpIZ3-2FjTVohoPUdX-2Faud76aBsAeyWGTeSjEYILv2fx-2B0ypdoXG7LfWdiAYDTovwM8JSmb-2F77nd9Zrc3GzjMWyDYq3MZscSwaIi02tB9T4w2lOR36Q4L2aQ8MMDPoBsY71JAyfxyHs3BUWxWViHdIIp-2FzviIFRpjTkWl7iNjZuOG8738uY2SV44FEML3dbXyJyg5sW3Rf82YIQkJwpwmmdlRqEJp5nEdgRcOWJIKJvlexY-2FYOn4ewc-2B93v4HQytGekWIkkyLhPMGEOBdyCA8BIr9u2Scp2OmlsQsvyYHyEoG6usp7PQIqLpJyszzbg

