Constitution and Bylaws*

Critical Criminal Justice Section

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences

I. Name of the organization:

The name of the organization shall be the Critical Criminal Justice Section of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, hereafter referred to as “the Section.”

II. Purpose and objectives:

The Critical Criminal Justice Section will be a constituent unit of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences and will function in accordance with the Constitution, bylaws and policies of the Academy.

The purposes and objectives of the Section are:

A. To bring together the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences members to further the interest of critical criminal justice.

B. To facilitate and encourage research and theory development related to critical criminal justice. 

C. To encourage the development of teaching practices and issues pertaining to critical criminal justice.

D. To encourage sensitivity to the issues pertaining to critical criminal justice.

E. To serve as a resource network for and encourage interaction among academic, research, practitioner and policy-making sectors to further knowledge about critical criminal justice.

F. To assist in organizing conference sessions related to critical criminal justice.

G. To encourage representation of critical criminal justice and access to opportunities throughout the ACJS organization.

III. Membership

Membership in the Section will be open to all Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences members in good standing. Members in good standing who have paid Section dues will be eligible to serve as Section officers, vote for Section officers, and vote at Section meetings.

IV. Officers

A. The Section shall have the following officers.

1. The Chairperson shall provide executive direction for the Section and will preside over Section meetings.

The Chairperson may, as needed, appoint committees and committee chairs to aid in the operation of the Section.

The Chairperson shall serve as the liaison between the Section and the Executive Board of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences.

The Chairperson shall serve as the liaison between the Section and the Annual Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Program Chairperson to ensure the inclusion of panels relating to critical criminology on the program.

The Chairperson shall serve as the liaison between the Section and the Critical Criminology Division of the American Society of Criminology.

2. The Vice Chairperson shall preside over Section meetings in the Chairperson’s absence, succeed to all duties of the Chair in the event of a vacancy in the Office, and carry out such additional tasks as assigned by the Chairperson or the Section Executive Board.  The Vice Chairperson will ascend to the position of Chair upon completion of his/her two-year term.

3. The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep minutes of meetings and maintain records of the Section. The Secretary-Treasurer is the Section’s liaison with the ACJS Treasurer, who will maintain a separate account in the ACJS Treasury for the Section. The Secretary-Treasurer shall make sure the Section is informed of its balance, debts, credits, and any financial issues that may arise.
4. The Section Executive Board shall consist of the Section officers, the immediate past Chairperson, and two Executive Counselors. The Section Executive Board shall review the annual dues for the Section, review the budget and expenditures of the Section, and be the policy-making body of the Section.  

B. Nominees, elected officers, and appointed officers must be members in good standing of the Section and ACJS.

C. The term of office for each incoming officer shall begin with the close of the annual meeting following his/her election. 

D. The terms of all elected officers shall be two years, except that the Vice Chairperson and one Executive Counselor initially shall be elected to a one-year term.

E. Elected officers may serve a maximum of two consecutive terms.

V. Elections

A. Elections for all elected officers shall be by mail ballot of all regular members in good standing, and shall be held each fall. All elected officers shall take office at the close of the annual meetings following their election.

B. Election ballots shall be created at and mailed from the national office. Staff at the national office shall open and count all ballots and then report the results to the Section Chairperson. Ballots shall be destroyed only after a majority of members attending the Section’s annual meeting vote to do so. 

C. The Executive Board may nominate persons for any office, or may accept nominations from any member in good standing to be placed on the ballot. Any member in good standing may secure a place on the ballot for any office upon the presentation of a petition signed by 10 members in good standing. 

VI. Amending the Constitution and Bylaws

A. Amendments may be proposed by any member of the Section, but the written support of a fifth of the Section membership in good standing is required for further action. 

B. A qualified proposal for amendment, determined as qualified by three Section members in good standing appointed by the Chairperson, will be approved when it receives a two-thirds vote by mail ballot submitted to members in good standing. The results will be reported to the Chairperson who will report the results to the Section’s members.

C. Approved amendments shall take effect two months after the next Annual Meeting of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences. Amendments are subject to the approval of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Executive Board.

VII. Meetings

The Annual Meeting of the Section shall be scheduled during the Annual Meeting of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences at a time and place indicated in the ACJS Annual Meeting Program. A quorum for a Section meeting will be fifteen percent of the members in good standing. 

*Last amended in Fall 2013 with the vote by the membership to allow the Vice Chairperson to ascend to the Chair’s position at the end of his/her two-year term of office.   
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