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State Pre-emption of Local Occupational Licensing
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Effects of HB 735 / F.S. 163.211
1. Licensing of occupations is expressly preempted by the State of Florida, and State 

licensing supersedes any local government licensing.

2. The State of Florida’s prohibits the City of Cape Coral from requiring licenses for a person 
whose job scope does not substantially correspond to that of a contractor or 
journeyman type licensed by the Construction Industry Licensing Board, within 
DBPR.

3. Cape Coral is specifically precluded from requiring a license for:
A. Painting
B. Flooring
C. Cabinetry
D. Interior Remodeling
E. Driveway or tennis court installation
F. Plastering
G. Stuccoing
H. Caulking
I. Canvas awning and ornamental iron installation

4. Cape Coral’s licensing requirements may not be increased or modified after 1/1/21.
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Cape Coral Ordinance 10-23
1. The City of Cape Coral City Council passed Ordinance 

10-23 on February 1st, 2023.

2. This Ordinance:

A. Repealed the City’s local licensing program

B. Sunset the Construction Regulation Board

C. Ensures compliance with HB 735
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Cape Coral’s Revised Licensing Process
1. The City no longer issues or renews contractor licenses

2. Permitting staff members are responsible for registering 
contractors and verifying certain State licenses.

3. The City’s Customer Self-Service (CSS) system will 
automatically verify DBPR licenses at permit application 
submission.

4. To prevent undue hardship for certain previously-licensed 
specialty contractors, the City is implemented a limited-term 
license transition program.

5. Transitional City specialty licenses will expire on 7/1/2024.

6. Contractors relying on transitional specialty licenses must 
receive a state license by this date to continue applying for 
specialty permits.
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Specialty License Adjustments
1. The City has adjusted the license type required to submit permit 

applications for several types of permits to comply with HB 735 
and the Cape Coral Code of Ordinances.

2. Transition from existing Cape Coral specialty license 
classifications to State licenses.

3. License no longer required for:
A. Asphalt Coating and Sealing
B. Cabinet and Millwork
C. Canvas Awning and Ornamental Iron Installation
D. Carpentry
E. Caulking
F. Concrete Non-structural
G. Decorative Stone
H. Fence Erection
I. Flooring
J. Insulation
K. Interior Remodeling
L. Masonry (non-structural)
M. Painting
N. Paver Block
O. Paving
P. Plastering and Stucco
Q. Signs (non-electric)
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How Do These Changes Affect Me?
1. These changes will only affect certain specialty contractors who 

have utilized Cape Coral specialty licenses to apply for specific 
types permits.  Less than 300 contractors will be affected by 
these changes.

2. Contractors with current State licenses will need to maintain 
these licenses, and do not need to re-register with the City.

3. Specialty contractors will need to obtain and register the 
appropriate State specialty license in the EnerGov CSS portal 
by 7/1/2024.
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THANK YOU
Thank You
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