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CCLD’s Mission Statement 

Protect the health, safety and welfare of the public by 
providing reasonable, uniform and balanced standards for 
Minnesota’s Buildings and construction professionals

This includes code development, training, assistance, 
interpretations, and code enforcement.
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CCLD Operations

• About 150 employees
• 50 staff are officed throughout the state
• CCLD subject matter experts include: 

• Plumbers,  Electricians, Pipefitters, Boiler Operators
• Architects & Engineers
• Builders & Building Officials
• Investigators & Attorneys
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OperationsCCLD staff’s mission is to protect the health, safety & welfare of the public by regulating the construction of buildings and construction professionals.  
We do this in many ways…
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Operations continued

• Licensing- 80 categories of personal & business (128,000);  9000 exams
• Enforcement- 2000 new cases each year
• Review Plans- 3000 Public & State licensed Bldgs and most plumbing
• Inspections- 157,000 each year in all areas
• Adopt Codes 
• Provide Training

8



State of the State
from the Department of Labor & Industry

Code Adoption

• Adopted 6 codes and 3 Rule chapters
• Fire Code in process.  It will soon be published for public comment
• New Plumbing Code becomes effective January 23, 2016.  The code is based on the 2012 Uniform Plumbing Code
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10http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/codes15.asp

• 2015 Minnesota Building Code
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2015 Minnesota Building Code
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Education and training

Helpful resources (PDFs)

Frequently asked questions
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Residential Fire SprinklersCurrent amendment is result of years of work
• First appeared in 2009 IRC (which MN did not adopt)
• 3 town hall meetings in 2008 & 2009 to solicit input
• 3 fire sprinkler task force meetings with stakeholders in 2010
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Residential Fire Sprinklers
• Despite everyone’s efforts, consensus could not be reached
• A compromise was established for houses constructed at 4,500 square feet or more of dwelling space
• This compromise focused on risk to occupants and firefighters when escaping or battling large house fires
• The average cost to install an automatic sprinkler system in Minnesota is $1.51 - $7,000 @ 4,500 sq. ft. or 1-2% 16



State of the State
from the Department of Labor & Industry

ePermitting

• Over 100,000 online permits issued annually
• Convenience of online credit card payments
• Permits issued without delay of US Mail
• Permit status is available to applicants 24x7
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ePlan Review

• ePlan review rolling out fall/winter of 2016
• ProjectDox is the industry’s leading ePlan solution with over 120 jurisdictions using the product
• Plan status and access to approved plans available 24 hrs/day
• Applicants will experience cost savings related to plan printing, delivery and turn-around time
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Minnesota State Building Code 
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Accra, Ghana tragedy from 2012 shows that building code 
enforcement is critical to disaster risk reductionThe 6 story shopping center collapsed due to faulty construction, killing 14 people and trapping over 60 others.  This disaster highlights the importance of implementing good building codes.
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Damage can be seen at the Thumper Pond LodgeEven in Minnesota, buildings have been known to fail in the absence of enforced building codes.
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Public Safety

 Mandatory, minimum building codes are still the most effective, least expensive way to protect buildings and people from a wide range of hazards including
• extreme events of fire, floods, earthquakes and windstorms
• everyday risks from trips, falls, glass breakage, air quality, electrical, plumbing, mechanical system safety, as well as accessibility and energy efficiency
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Construction Economy

• By protecting Public Safety, code enforcement is saving billions  in preventing loss of life, injuries and damage to buildings
• The Construction Industry is a barometer of our economy
o When the number of building permits soar, so does construction employment, putting a lot of people to work
o When a building permit is issued, construction workers go to work!
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Construction Economy

• Building Officials and Code Inspectors must be a productive part of the construction process
• Good code enforcement is collaborative, accurate and efficient  
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Valued part of Construction Team

• Architects and engineers design buildings to meet code
• Building officials review plans to verify code 
• Contractors and trade professionals build to the plans
• Building Inspectors verify that the building complies with code 26



Trending Code Issues

• Green Code Regulation – New national model
• Stretch Codes – (more restrictive energy requirements)
• Building Resiliency – Protection from weather extremes
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Green Codes

One standard to rule them all: 
• International Green Construction Code (IGCC)
• ASHRAE
• LEED
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New Framework for 
Green Building Code 

Adoption
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Stretch Codes
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What is it?A Stretch Code is a set of code requirements providing a higher standard for energy efficiency than the state’s base building code (8th Edition/IBC 2009). 



Value of Code Enforcement

Building Resiliency

Defined as:
The ability to prepare and plan for, absorb, recover from, and 

more successfully adapt to adverse events.
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Building Resiliency

“We recognize that natural and manmade hazards pose an increasing threat to the safety of the public and the vitality of our nation. Aging infrastructure and disasters result in unacceptable losses of life and property, straining our nation’s ability to respond in a timely and efficient manner.”
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Building design & construction professionals    



Value of Code Enforcement

Building Resiliency“As leaders of this industry, we are committed to significantly improving the resilience of our nation’s buildings, infrastructure, public spaces, and communities.”
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2014 Breaks Record for Warmest Year, NOAA and NASA 
Experts Say

• A new report names 2014 as the warmest year since records were first kept in 1880.

2015 seems set to break record as warmest year
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Code Adoption

http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/rm/SAC.asp

Structural Advisory Committee
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Code Adoption
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/rm/SACagendas.
asp

Structural Advisory Committee
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Structural Advisory Committee - Members



http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/rm/doc/change.doc
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Staff Interpretations

State Building Official Interpretations
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State Building Official Interpretations

• Table R402.2 – Minimum Specified Compressive Strength of Concrete 
Footings (PDF)

• Code Adoption (PDF)
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Questions?
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Thank you!


