
More than $650,000 donated, thousands of volunteer hours 
served, benefitting over 290 organizations-that’s Ulster Savings 
Bank supporting local community in 2022.

Ulster Savings is the oldest state-chartered bank in Ulster 
County and remains strong entering their 172nd year. From 
humble beginnings back in 1851, Ulster Savings Bank has 
grown into a $1.2 billion dollar mutual savings bank with branch 
locations in Ulster, Dutchess, and Orange counties.

As an award-winning bank recognized for community 
commitment, extraordinary banking and financial strength, 
Ulster Savings is today a full-service financial services 
company offering a vast array of banking and loan products for 
both personal and business needs, insurance, tax prep, payroll 
services, HR solutions, wealth management and so much more.

Ulster Savings is more than just banking. Visit ulstersavings.
com to benefit from their free extensive fraud prevention 

library that includes why every business-
big or small-should have multifactor 
authentication to prevent against growing 
cyber threats that can affect anyone.

A one-stop shop, Ulster Savings offers 
free business checking, free non-profit 
checking, online wire transfers, positive 
pay, sweep services, remote deposit, 
business loans and lines of credit, and a 
way to promote your business on the My Perks Now mobile app. 
Besides products and services, Ulster Savings provides tools 
to help you manage your money and stay safe. Some include 
turning on or off your debit card, when you need to, for added 
piece of mind or setting up real time alerts on transactions to 
make sure those transactions are truly yours! Balance alerts can 
help you manage your money and avoid overdraft fees.

Whether its personal or business, experience the local 
difference with Ulster Savings. Bank where you and community 
matter!

Ulster Savings is proud to sponsor the January breakfast 
as well as host the 2023 Black Business awards in April! We 
invite you to join us!

2023

Supporting Businesses ~ Supporting Our Community

U.S. Rep. Pat Ryan is certainly no stranger 
to Chamber breakfasts. He appeared numerous 
times as Ulster County Executive in recent 
years, but when he takes the podium on Jan. 
18, he’ll come with the title of Congressman. 

The breakfast, scheduled from 7:30-9:00 a.m. 
at The Venue Uptown at the Best Western Plus, 
is sponsored by Ulster Savings Bank. Ryan, 
a former tech entrepreneur before entering 
politics, said he will take the opportunity to 
share his thoughts on growing the local small 
business economy and the importance of 
empowering entrepreneurs.

“As a former small business owner myself, 
I understand the commitment and round-the-
clock effort that is required to build a successful 
enterprise,” Ryan said. “When a business in 
our district thrives, it puts money back into our 
community.”

Ryan said he is proud to represent more 
than 27,000 small businesses, including self-
employed owners, in New York’s new 18th 
Congressional District.

“Small businesses are the backbone of the 
American economy and the possibility of 
starting your own business is an essential 
element of the American Dream,” Ryan 
said. “As a member of Congress, I will do 
everything I can to support small businesses so 
we can create jobs and help the Hudson Valley 
thrive, and I look forward to hearing directly 
from the business community about what their 
needs are.”

Ryan, who served as Ulster County Executive 
from 2019-2022, said he worked with the 
business community, other local elected 
officials from both parties, and many other 
stakeholders to push forward critical projects 
like the establishment of the Cresco Labs 
facility in Ellenville and the redevelopment of 

iPark87.
“In Congress, I am 

committed to continuing 
working with partners at 
the state and local level, 
and the private sector, to 
continue to push these and 
other projects forward,” 
Ryan said. “We also need to 
prioritize investments that 
allow our economy to grow 
over the long term, including 
more affordable housing and 
investing in public education 
and workforce development programs.

“Ultimately, we need a Congress that listens 
to the needs of the community and actually gets 
things done. That’s why I am proud to have 
already joined the New Democrat Coalition, 
a group of representatives committed to pro-
economic growth, pro-innovation, and fiscally 
responsible policies.”

A graduate of the U.S. Military Academy 
in West Point, Ryan was appointed to the 
House Armed Services Committee. That panel 
provides oversight of and authorizes funding 
for the U.S. Department of Defense, the U.S. 
Armed Forces, and portions of the Department 
of Energy.

“As a combat veteran myself, I am committed 
to supporting our men and women serving in 
uniform, reforming military procurement, and 
strengthening the role Congress must play in 
military conflict,” Ryan said.

The 118th Congress, which convenes on 
Jan. 3, will be led by a slim Republican 
majority. Ryan, a Democrat from Gardiner, 
said he is seeking an appointment to the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.

“The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

represents the largest 
long-term investment in 
American infrastructure and 
competitiveness in nearly a 
century, and we need strong 
oversight to make sure those 
federal dollars are coming 
back to the Hudson Valley,” 
he said.

The new 18th Congressional 
District Ryan now represents 
includes the city of Kingston 
and the towns of Rosendale, 
Marbletown, Rochester, 

Gardiner, Lloyd, Esopus, Marlborough, 
Plattekill, Shawangunk in Ulster County, along 
with the village and town of New Paltz, parts of 
the town of Wawarsing and village of Ellenville. 
Orange County and a sliver of southern Dutchess 
are also in the district.

It was a wild year politically for Ryan 
in 2022. He was serving as Ulster County 
Executive in May when U.S. Rep. Antonio 
Delgado resigned the 19th Congressional 
District seat to become New York’s lieutenant 
governor. Meanwhile, New York lost yet 
another congressional seat in redistricting, and 
parts of Ulster County ended up in the newly 
drawn 18th and 19th congressional districts.

Ryan and Republican Dutchess County 
Executive Marc Molinaro faced off in a special 
election in August to fill the four-month 
remainder of Delgado’s term in a district that 
ceased to exist on Dec. 31. Ryan narrowly 
defeated Molinaro, a resident of Rhinebeck.

Meanwhile, Ryan and Molinaro were on the 
ballot again in November—but in different 
districts and against different opponents. Both 
Ryan and Molinaro, who ran in New York’s 
19th Congressional District, won their races. 

Ulster County now has two representatives 
in Congress and Molinaro represents mostly 
the northern part of the county. Congressman 
Molinaro has agreed to speak at a Chamber 
breakfast meeting in April, at Diamond Mills 
in Saugerties. 

Chamber Breakfasts are a great way to stay 
on top of current events and connect with 
other local business leaders. Reservations 
are required. Tickets are $30 in advance and 
$35 at the door for Chamber members ($40 
for non-members.) For more information, 
contact the Chamber at (845) 338-5100 or go 
online at www.ulsterchamber.org. 

New Congressman Pat Ryan Addresses Breakfast
Former Ulster Executive Has Been Here Before

Pat Ryan

Ulster Savings Bank Is The Breakfast Sponsor For January

January is a harsh month. The holidays are 
over. It’s cold and dark, and we’ve got three 
months until spring. It would be easy to shut the 
world out and hibernate, but Heidi Kirschner 
recommends the opposite.

“The YMCA is not just a gym-and-swim 
facility. We’re a place where you can connect 
with other people,” said Kirschner, the president, 
and chief executive officer of the YMCA of 
Kingston and Ulster County. “Here, you can 
blow off steam and get healthy, but there’s so 
much more.”

Chamber members will have a chance to survey it all on Jan. 
11 as the YMCA hosts the Mixer from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. The 
Bank of Greene County is sponsoring the networking event at 
507 Broadway in Kingston. 

Kirschner said the YMCA typically holds an open house in 
January, so when the opportunity came up to host the first Mixer 
of the year, she was eager to put it on her calendar.

“The focus at this time of year for many of us tends to be on 
health. After the holidays, you might feel weighed down by all 
your indiscretions, so we want to get you back on track while 
connecting you with our community.”

For starters, the YMCA offers fitness classes, basketball and 
pickleball leagues, a large indoor track for walking, personal 
training, massage therapy, swimming lessons, leadership, and 
educational programs, and an abundance of youth enrichment 

activities.
During the pandemic, the facility got a major 

facelift that included upgrades to locker rooms, 
the gyms, and childcare rooms. Not only that but 
a new parking lot was installed and a conference 
room that can accommodate up to 170 people 
was created for meetings, seminars, and other 
community functions.

“If there was one silver lining during COVID, 
it was that we were able to forge ahead and get 
all this work done,” Kirschner said.

Perhaps the brightest jewel of all is the Y’s vastly improved 
six-lane pool, which had to be rebuilt after an underground 
water main break in October 2019. The space now sports floor-
to-window ceilings, a new pool surface, lighting, filters, and 
climate control. Aquatics fitness classes, swimming lessons, and 
lap swimming are offered.

On top of everything else, the YMCA offers community 
enrichment programs, afterschool activities, panel discussions, 
book reviews, and even has a space known as the “Zen Den,” 
for quiet contemplation.

“Whether it’s doing something for Martin Luther King Day 
or Black History Month, the Y is the place for our community 
to gather. It’s meant for families, adults, and seniors,” Kirschner 
said. 

“It’s more like a community center. If you want to be 
healthier, that’s great. If you want to connect with people … 

that’s another reason to join the Y. We’ve invested in our facility, 
so it’s relevant and up-to-date. In order for the YMCA to do the 
things it does, we need memberships. We think a lot of people 
who haven’t been here in a while will be ‘wowed’ by what they 
see and the breadth of what we offer.”

The YMCA of Kingston and Ulster County, located 
at 507 Broadway in Kingston, can be reached by 
calling (845) 338-3810 or going to ymcaulster.org.

Chamber Mixers are a great way to network and promote 
your business. Be sure to bring plenty of business cards. 
This free networking event is open to Chamber members 
and prospective members. Reservations are a must and can 
be made by calling the Chamber at (845) 338-5100 or by 
registering online at www.ulsterchamber.org. 

January Mixer At The ‘Y’
Mixer Has Focus On A Healthier ‘U’

Sponsor:

January 
Breakfast
January 18

7:30-9:00 am
The Venue Uptown at the

Best Western Plus
503 Washington Ave.

Kingston, NY

 Jan. Mixer
Wednesday, Jan. 11

5-7 pm
YMCA of Kingston and Ulster County

507 Broadway
Kingston, NY

Sponsor:



Storytelling is a special gift, especially when 
it’s through the lens of a filmmaker. Here in 
the Hudson Valley, we boast a plethora of 
homegrown creatives making stunning films 
and videos, and they’re anxious for their 
projects to be seen and hoping to take them to 
the next level.

That’s where HUDSY, the region’s first 
video-streaming platform, enters the picture. 
Not only does the app showcase local work, 
but it brings the community together in an 
innovative and collaborative way, according to 
the founders.

“The idea is just to connect the region with 
the content that is being made,” said HUDSY 
co-founder Angel Gates Fonseca, who oversees 
production and outreach. “We realize there’s 
a lot of amazing content being made, but 
unfortunately is not being seen.

“I think that has to do with people getting 
pulled in so many directions. They’re being asked to go to this 
website and that. We realize if the bigger players are doing it, 
why not do it on a local level, where we have a platform that 
focuses on local content?”

Gates Fonseca described HUDSY, which curates and 
distributes content, as “like a NETFLIX for the Hudson Valley.” 
The app is free to download and features the work of more than 
55 filmmakers and over 300 films.

“We feature a little bit of everything,” Gates Fonseca said, 
“from comedies to narratives, really anything filmed locally. 
We’re really looking to diversify the content. One thing lacking 
is Spanish-speaking content and we’re working on that.”

The idea for the platform came from co-founder Jesse Brown, 
a Rosendale media producer with more than 20 years in the 
business. Together with Gates Fonseca, an Olive filmmaker, and 
Kingston resident Laura Kandel, who’s worked in the regional 
arts community for years, the app came to fruition in June of 
this year.

“When Jesse told me about HUDSY, I realized it was 
something that was needed,” Gates Fonseca said. “There’s a lot 
going on in the film industry locally, but for us, we just really 
want to focus on the local creators—the folks who live here that 
are making amazing content, but they lack access to marketing.”

The idea’s genesis came six years ago, but HUDSY’s 
founders spent four years “building trust in the community,” 
Gates Fonseca said. While the trio worked regular production 
jobs, they raised funds through a grant to build the platform, 
which now has six full-time employees. The app has “got a lot 
of traction” since launching this summer, Gates Fonseca said.

“Our hope is to get enough eyes on the content, so it can go 
to some of the bigger platforms if that’s what filmmakers are 
trying to aim for.”

Filmmakers are usually not business folks or marketing 
savvy, Gates Fonseca said, so HUDSY hired a full-time graphic 
designer to produce posters and thumbnails for creators on the 
HUDSY platform.

Gates Fonseca said while HUDSY works with the film 
industry and appreciates the burgeoning filmmaking field here, 
he stressed the platform’s local nature.

“We focus on telling local stories, and the issue we always 

come up against is that big production companies from New 
York City and Los Angeles come into our local communities and 
tell our local stories and then they’re gone,” he said. “Where we 
separate ourselves from that is we’re from the community, and 
we should be the ones telling our local stories, not production 
companies outside of our community. That’s where I think we 
bring a different element.”

HUDSY will soon launch a 2.0 version of the app, which 
Gates Fonseca says will be much more interactive. For example, 
if HUDSY did a film on a local knifemaker, the new app will 
allow viewers to connect directly to the company’s website.

“We’re just really trying to find ways to support local all 
around,” he said, echoing the Chamber’s “Buy Local” mantra.

“If you’re buying local and eating local, you should be able to 
watch local, too,” Gates Fonseca said. “There’s a lot of amazing 
content that’s being made and we want to be the connector to 
that. There’s so much synergy between us and the Chamber 
because we know how much they focus on local.”

HUDSY also is a production company, so like NETFLIX 
originals, the platform showcases HUDSY originals.

“That’s the paid part of HUDSY that we’ve been working on,” 
Gates Fonseca said. “The paid side is called HUDSY+, and the 
idea is to support stuff we’re doing.”

HUDSY is much more than an app with content. The company 
also established an apprenticeship program, “where we teach 
people from all walks of life” about the business through hands-
on set work and workshops, Gates Fonseca said.

“We want to help them be storytellers and filmmakers and 
give them the tools that they need to really succeed in this 
space,” he said.

HUDSY also created a “community content fund.” Last year, 
$20,000 was distributed in $5,000 grants to four different film 
projects. Gates Fonseca hopes it will one day be $100,000.

He described the current iteration of HUDSY as a 
“cooperative.”

“We adopt the values of a non-profit, but we’re a for-profit 
business,” he said. “All six employees are also owners and 
we’re not built like a typical tech company. We’re not building 
this to sell.”

COVID hampered HUDSY’s ability to acquire office space, 
but a permanent space is in the works.

HUDSY, P.O. Box 3993, Kingston, N.Y., can be reached at 
(646) 508-0426 or www.hudsy.tv/#.

ChamberNews
The official publication of the Ulster County Regional Chamber of Commerce is a special advertising section to the

Daily Freeman, PO Box 4470, Kingston, NY 12402 – A Media News Group publication

Kevin Corrado, Publisher • Michele Sisco-Martin, Graphic Designer

To advertise, please call (845) 331-5000. To subscribe, please call (888) 699-7699 DAILY FREEMAN

ULSTER COUNTY CHAMBER NEWS

Local Talent Thrives On HUDSY
‘Like A Netflix For The Hudson Valley’

Angel Gates FonsecaJesse Brown Laura Kandel
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Ribbon Cuttings
KINGSTON ATHLETICS

10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

1300 Ulster Avenue, Hudson Valley Mall, Kingston, NY
crossfitulster.com

BOULEVARD WINE AND SPIRITS

374 S. Wall Street, Kingston, NY
www.blvdwines.com

BROADWAY STREETSCAPES PROJECT

Broadway, Kingston, NY

RBW FACTORY

575 Boices Lane, Kingston, NY
rbw.com

SAWYER SAVINGS BRANCH
WOODLAND PONDS AT NEW PALTZ

100 Woodland Pond Circle, New Paltz, NY
www.sawyersavings.bank

GRAVITY BOXES

3139 Route 9W, Saugerties, NY
www.gravityboxes.com

WEST KILL SUPPLY LITTLE RABBIT WEARS

11 Church Street - Suite 2, New Paltz, NY
littlerabbitwears.com 

1204 Ulster Avenue, Kingswood Mall, Kingston, NY
www.facebook.com/CcUnisexHairDesign

602 Broadway - Unit 2, Kingston, NY
www.westkillbrewing.com 

C & C UNISEX HAIR DESIGN CIRCLE OF FRIENDS FOR THE DYING

100 Wurts Street, Kingston, NY
www.cfdhv.org
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December 7, 2022
Ole Savannah Southern 

Table & Bar
100 Rondout Landing

Kingston, NY
Our Mixer Host Dave Amato from Ole Savannah Southern Table & Bar with our 
Mixer Sponsor, Paul Beichert of Timely Signs.

Deb Crump and Christine Hein (both with People’s Place), with 
representatives of the Chamber’s Young Ulster Professionals (YUP) 
including Jesse Uttendorfer (Marshall & Sterling Insurance), Abby 
Prowant (SUNY Ulster) and Patrick Paulson (Adams Fairacre Farms). 

John Murphy and Sharon Farley (both with Howard Hanna | Rand Realty 
Murphy Realty Group), Jodie McCasland (Timely Signs), Pat Betterton, 
Meghan Betterton, Phil Kelly and Barry Creagan (All from Howard 
Hanna | Rand Realty Murphy Realty Group).

Michael Lockwood (Lockwood Architecture), 
Sarkis Simonian and Kristabelle McDermott 
(both with Modern Shacks).

Tina Pugliese, Breanna Liggan, Tamara 
Longendyke and Kat Schaffrick (all with 
Marshall & Sterling Insurance).

Khristine and Robert Sykes (both with Simply 
Gone Mobile Dumpsters), Suzanne Reavy and 
Crystal Boice (both with Town of Ulster), and 
Chamber Ambassador Jim Bracco (Jim Bracco 
Classic Auto Broker Service).

DEC. MIXER
SPONSOR:

WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS

ARBOR ART TREE SERVICE

7696 State Route 28
Big Indian, NY   12410
www.arborarttreeservice.com
Krista Plouman - Office Manager
Category:  Tree Services
Description:  Tree removals, pruning, installation, 
and care.

D. G. GUTIERREZ ENTERPRISES, LLC
DBA WOODSTOCK LANDSCAPING
AND EXCAVATING

101 Basin Road
West Hurley, NY   12491
woodstocklandscaping.com
Dave Gutierrez - Owner
Categories:  Landscape Contractors; 
Contractors – Excavating; Real Estate - Property                    
Management
Description:  We are one of the regions most 
trusted landscaping contractors offering a full-
scale nursery and landscape supply store carrying 
a large selection of plants, trees, shrubs, stone, 
mulch, nursery and landscaping supplies along 
with the option for full installation by our talented 
staff.  Be sure to visit our nursery often to see 
our constantly changing variety of plants and 
products! We also offer full landscaping design 
and services such as lawn mowing, excavating, 
hardscaping, tree removal and property drainage 
solutions.  Come talk to us for affordable masonry 
and custom design services to include retaining 
walls, fireplaces and firepits, ponds, stairways, 
pathways, patios, decks and pool decks created by 
our highly trained staff utilizing brick, bluestone, 
concrete, aggregate and more!  We are a proud 
and trusted family owned and operated business 
more than 30 years located in West Hurley just off 
Route 28 - come see us soon!

HEALTH QUEST HOME CARE

2649 South Road Suite 220
Poughkeepsie, NY   12601
www.nuvancehealth.org
Donna  Fisher - Administrator
Category:  Home Health Services
Description:  Health Quest Home Care - an 
affiliate of Nuvance Health.

3RD GENERATION BUILDERS

1986 Ulster Ave
Lake Katrine, NY   12449
3rdgenerationbuilders.com
Mike Fanelli - Owner
Category:  Contractors - General
Description:  Full Construction Services - full home 
builds, renovation, HVAC certified.

LITTLE RABBIT WEARS LTD

11 Church Street Suite 3
New Paltz, NY   12561
www.littlerabbitwears.com
Janine  Manley - President
Category:  Retail
Description:  Baby & Girls Online + Brick and 
Mortar Clothing & Accessory Boutique.

MICHAEL CARR REAL ESTATE

8 Wallkill Ave.
Tillson, NY   12486
www.stevensrealtygrp.com/team/michael-carr
Michael Carr - Real Estate Agent
Category:  Real Estate
Description:  Real Estate Agent

NEWFRONT INSURANCE

450 Sansome Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA   94111
www.newfront.com
Christopher  Bowers - AVP & Producer
Category:  Insurance
Description:  We’re a modern insurance brokerage 
innovating on behalf of our clients.

MOUNTCO CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT

700 White Plains Road
Scarsdale, NY   10583
Mountco.com
Alan Mounty - Director of Real Estate
Category:  Construction - Commercial
Description:  Construction, redevelopment, 
and ownership of affordable housing. General 
contracting.

WEST KILL SUPPLY

602 Broadway Unit 2
Kingston, NY   12401
www.westkillbrewing.com
Michael Barcone - Owner
Category:  Breweries
Description:  West Kill Supply is a satellite taproom 
of West Kill Brewing located in historic midtown 
Kingston.  Offering a full lineup of exemplary beers 
from West Kill’s Catskill Mountain Brewery, as well 
as a ciders, wines, and spirits from quality NY 
producers.

AAA Fuel and Service, Inc.
Access: Supports for Living
Accord Market
AGS Deliveries, LLC
Allen Ross Architecture, LLC
Auto Tech
Bailey Pottery Equipment Corp.
Boice’s Milk House
Carry Out Kings
Chase
Cornerstone Services, Inc.
CoWork Kingston
DeCicco’s Cabinetry, Inc.
DeForest Group, Inc.
Fehr Bros. Industries, Inc.
First Choice Business Brokers
Frank Guido’s Little Italy
GlampStar, LLC
Green Heat, Inc.
Green Heron Farm, Inc.
Hampton Inn by Hilton - New 

Paltz
Hazel Rose Baking Company 

Inc
Hill and Markes
Hotel Kinsley
Hudson Valley Appraisal Corp.
Hudson Valley Farm Hub
Hudson Valley New York 

Chapter of the American Red 
Cross

Hurley Excavation & 
Landscaping, Inc.

Hurley Veterinary Hospital
Ivy Lodge Assisted Living
KC Engineering and Land 

Surveying, P.C.
KeyBank

Kingston Risk Management
Metroland Business Machines, 

Inc.
Miller/Howard Investments, Inc.
Mountain Meadows B & B
MyKingstonKids, Inc.
Normann Staffing
Onteora Central School District
Pardee’s Agency, Inc.
Parrots For Peace, Inc.
Peekamoose Restaurant + Tap 

Room
Pine St. Dental Associates, PC
PuroClean Professional 

Restoration
Reher Center for Immigrant 

Culture and History
Samadhi
Saugertails Pet Supply
Savonas Trattoria & Pizza
Stella Bella Salon and Beauty 

Supply
Step One Child & Family 

Guidance Center Addiction 
Services Inc.

Stockade Strategies, LLC
The Ashokan Center
The Bear Cantina
Town of Lloyd
Ulster County Community 

Action Committee, Inc., dba 
Community Action

Universal Land Abstract, Inc.
Village Pizza New Paltz
William P. Brinnier, Architect, 

PLLC
Yum Yum Noodle Bar - Kingston
Zell CPA, PC

~ These Members 
Have Renewed ~


