
The Ulster Chamber will devote their 
next Virtual Breakfast Meeting to the 100th 
Anniversary of Women’s Right to Vote by 
assembling a panel of female leaders to 
discuss that event from a local perspective.

The sponsor for the event is Girl Scouts 
Heart of the Hudson.

The push for equal voting rights 
began on July 19, 1848 in Seneca Falls, 
N.Y.  There, close to 200 women, led by 
abolitionists Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
Lucretia Mott, gathered at the Wesleyan 
Chapel to  “discuss the social, civil and 
religious condition and rights of women.” 

The battle to secure full voting rights 
endured for another 72 years. It wasn’t until 
Aug. 18, 1920, that the 19th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution was ratified. 

Fast forward to now.  The current 
pandemic has forced the cancelation 
of many events around the country 
commemorating the centennial, but the 
Ulster County Regional Chamber of 
Commerce has come up with a creative 
way to highlight it. 

On June 16, the Chamber is hosting a 
Virtual Breakfast Meeting with an all-
female panel that will include Hon. Karen 
Peters, the first woman appointed Chief 
Justice of the Appellate Division of the 
Third Department of state Supreme Court. 

Peters, who retired in December 2017 
after more than three decades on the 
bench, will be joined by Ulster County 
Clerk Nina  Postupack, Ulster County 
Elections Commissioner Ashley  Dittus 
and Cynthia Bell and Jennifer Clark of the 
Ulster County League of Women Voters. 

Crystal Jacob of Ulster Savings Bank, 
Vice Chair of the Chamber’s Board 
of  Directors, and Jess Davis, Director of 
Membership Engagement, will host the 
9:00 a.m. online event at Seven21 Media 
Center. 

Peters said she will focus largely on the 
suffrage movement in New York, with an 
emphasis on Hudson Valley trailblazers 
like Sojourner Truth, Hanna Johnson 
Bailey, Mary Hoes  Burhans  and Eleanor 
Roosevelt. 

“These women changed the political 
landscape and improved the lives of 
women forever. They were masters at 
protesting but also understood politics and 
used the system to change the system,” she 
said. 

Peters said suffragists are a key part of 

the American story—one that 
needs to be recounted from a 
modern standpoint. 

“Women have acquired 
power by exercising the 
right to vote and by running 
for office themselves. The 
perspective of all citizens must 
be taken into consideration for 
our government to fairly serve 
the needs of all,” she said. 

“As the first woman Family 
Court Judge in Ulster County, 
the first woman Supreme Court 
judge in the 28 counties of the 
Third Department and the first 
woman Presiding Justice of 
the Third Department, I have 
made a difference for justice 
for all and made sure that the 
voices of women and people 
of color have been heard in the 
highest levels of government. 

“As it has been said by many 
before me, if you do not have a 
seat at the table, you do not get 
to enjoy the meal.” 

Postupack agreed that engagement is 
crucial. 

She said she will put on her historian cap 
at the breakfast and look back at how New 
York was ahead of the pack when it came 
to voting rights for women. 

In 1917, 54 percent of (all-male) voters 
approved the proposed women’s suffrage 
amendment to the state constitution.

Postupack will speak about “Ulster 
County Women of Note,” spotlighting 
some of those suffragettes and “paying 
tribute to these women, who through their 
vision, determination and strength, laid the 
foundation for women’s voices to be heard 
for generations to come.”

Dittus  said she plans to examine how 
women have  “engaged with the ballot 
box in the past 100 years,” specifically in 
Ulster County. 

She said she will present data from 
historic documents maintained by the 
Ulster County Board of Elections to show 
the number of women who registered 
to vote over the decades and how those 
trends have shaped the political landscape 
in the county. 

Dittus also plans to look at the next 100 
years as women “progress in their political 
franchise both as voters and as elected 

officials.” 
She said she is working with KT Tobin, 

the director of the SUNY New Paltz 
Benjamin Center, to forecast those trends. 

From a League of Women Voters 
perspective, Bell said she has researched 
the topic from early scrapbooks and 
will share interesting anecdotes at the 
breakfast. 

She plans to take it a step further by 
looking at what women bring to the voting 
booth, including “diversity of thought.” 

“I think women’s roles, while expanded 
greatly in the world, still tend toward a 
nurturing view and seek to bring others 
up with them rather than exercising power 
over them. They appreciate a candidate 
with a long, wide, creative view,”  Bell 
said. 

“Women tend to vote their own 
values,”  she said, and for candidates 
who “consider the future.” 

Women voters “look to leave the world 
a better place for their children and 
grandchildren,” she said. 

Postupack said that is why the Chamber’s 
efforts to spotlight the suffragists is so 
important.

“We owe so much to these women, who 
fought so that we could participate in the 
political process in the form of one of 
our most hallowed rights outlined in the 
Constitution—the right to vote.”

The virtual breakfast can be viewed on 
Facebook Live from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

For more information go to  
UlsterChamber.org. 
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Supporting Businesses ~ Supporting Our Community

Allium Technology Group, Inc.
American Solutions for Business
Andy Williams State Farm
Apple Greens Golf Course
Beautiful Bodies Auto Body
Berger & Solomon, Inc.
Berkshire Farm Center & Services for Youth
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices/Hudson Valley Properties
Blanchard Electric Inc.
Blue Hill Lodge & Cafe
Bottini Fuel
Brainstorm Computers and Technology
Brinnier and Larios, PC
Cabinet Designers, Inc.
Cantine Veterans Complex, Town of Saugerties
Colonial Roofing & Siding Co., Inc.

Comfort Inn
Cook, Netter, Cloonan, Kurtz & Murphy, PC
Corporate Protection Group Inc.
Cummings Engineering, PC
Cyber Guardian Consulting Group, LLC
Dragon360
Dutton Architecture, PLLC
Ellenville Regional Hospital
Eng’s Restaurant
Enviro-Clean
EVK Realty LLC
Fine & Park, LLC
Freer Abstract, Inc.
George Kackos
George W. Redder, Esq.
Graff Law, LLC
H & H Environmental
Highland Rotary Club Inc.
Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Saugerties
Hudson River Technologies, Inc.
Hudson Valley Office Furniture
Hudson Valley Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center
Hudson Valley Startup Fund
Hudson Valley Wine Village
Irish Cultural Center Hudson Valley
J.H. Construction & General Contracting, Inc.
JK’s Wine & Liquor
John Carroll Spiritual Counseling & Healing
Johnny-on-the-Spot Disposal Service, Inc.
Keith Bennett’s Karate Academy
Kelder’s Farm
Kingston Cyclery
Kingston Fine Jewelry
Kingston Kiwanis Club
Klomm Construction
Marianne E. Wood-Jensen Tax and Accounting, Inc.
Maverick Concerts, Inc.
Medical Associates of the Hudson Valley, PC
Meltzer & Hill Wealth Advisory, LLC
Mental Health Association in Ulster Co., Inc.
Miron Wine & Spirits
Mobile Life Support Services, Inc
New York State Bridge Authority
Northeast Solite Corp.
Nostrand Productions
Novella’s New Paltz
Numrich Gun Parts Corp.
Peak Engineering PLLC
Perry’s Service Station
Plaza Pizza
Quilty, Dwyer & Larkin Insurance Agency

Raleigh Green Inc.
Rip Van Winkle Brewing Co.
Rip Van Winkle Campgrounds
Romeo Chevrolet-Buick-GMC
Rondout Yacht Basin, Inc.
Sanzi Associates Inc.
SERVPRO of New Paltz-Kingston; Western Dutchess
Ten Broeck Center for Rehabilitation & Nursing
Texas Roadhouse
The Chazen Companies
The Children’s Home of Kingston
The UPS Store
The Woodstock Inn on the Millstream
Tiano Electric Inc.
UHY LLP - Kingston
Ulster Excavating & Trucking
Ulster Literacy Association Inc.
Ultra Seal Corp.
UnitedHealthcare
Usheco, Inc.
Villa Veritas Foundation, Inc.
Village Apothecary - Woodstock
Vineyard Commons
W & J Palkowics
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
William P. Brinnier, Architect, PLLC
Willow Manor, Inc.
Woodstock Golf Club Inc.

THE ANCHOR
744 Broadway
Kingston, NY   12401
www.theanchorkingston.com
Brandy Walters - Owner
Categories:  Restaurants; Take-Out
Description:  We Specialize in local grass-fed beef 
burgers and fresh Americana comfort food, with 
vegan/gluten free options available! Our rotating 20 
tap lines of local and American craft brew is sure to 
satisfy all! If beer is not your first choice, we have a
fully-stocked bar with seasonal cocktails.  Now offering 
curbside pickup and delivery.

DOWNTOWN CAFE
91 Broadway
Kingston, NY   12401
www.grazianosdowntowncafe.com
Graziano Tecchio – Owner
Categories:  Restaurants; Take-Out
Description:  Graziano is the owner and chef of 
the Downtown Café located in Kingston’s Historic 
Waterfront District.  He hails from Venice, Italy, where 
Old School and Farm-To-Table practices are a long time 
family tradition.  He learned from an early age how to 
fish, slaughter, butcher, garden, cook and prepare all 
foods from scratch.  That tradition carries on at the 
Downtown Café.  

BANGS & BODY SALON & DAY SPA
2215 Route 9W
Lake Katrine, NY   12449
Robin Mertzeis - Owner
Category:  Beauty Salons/Barber Shops
Description:  We are a Full Service Salon (with some 
day spa services available). Unisex and Family Hair 
cutting, coloring and styling services. Nail services 
including enhancements as well as basic and Spa 
manicures and Pedicures. Facials.  Facial waxing as 
well as some body waxing services. Large selection of 
haircare products.

MCCREATIVE
598 Plainfield St.
Kingston, NY   12401
www.mccreative-hudsonvalley.com
Mariclare Cranston - Owner
Category:  Marketing
Description: Own your attention, don’t rent it. 
MCCreative is a Content Marketing provider focused 
on content strategy, deployment, and measurement to 
position your business, maintain relevance and acquire 
customers. Give your business the voice it needs to be 
heard.

MOHONK LANDSCAPING & TURF 
MANAGEMENT
74 Furnace St
Kingston, NY   12401
www.mohonklandscaping.com
Alex Cabrera - Owner
Category:  Landscape Contractors
Description:  Residential and Commercial Landscaping 
and Landscape Design Firm.

WELCOME THESE 
NEW MEMBERS

These Members
Have Renewed

HALWICK LAW, LLC
189 Hurley Avenue - Ste.3
Kingston, NY   12401
Erica Halwick-Williams - Owner
Category:  Legal Services
Description:  Halwick Law, LLC is a local Kingston law 
firm focused in the areas of Elder Law, Estate Planning 
and Asset Protection. We work with people to protect 
their family’s future, preserve their assets and legacy 
and prepare for the right now and the ‘’what if.’’

JEAN TURMO LTD.
11 Tinker Street
Woodstock, NY   12498
www.Jeanturmo.com
Rebecca Turmo - President
Category:  Retail
Description:  Retail - cosmetics, scent/bath products, 
jewelry.

STRATEGIC ROOTS
11 Hardenburgh Road
Ulster Park, NY   12487
www.strategicroots.com
Marjorie McCord - Founder and Lead Strategist
Category:  Marketing
Description:  Strategic Roots is a marketing and 
brand strategy consultant firm specializing in message 
development, branding, marketing research, and 
strategic planning. Our mission is to help all size 
businesses and non-profits root their marketing efforts 
in a strategic framework designed to deliver results.

Anniversaries:
60 Years

Brinnier and Larios, PC

50 Years
Numrich Gun Parts Corp.

25 Years
Enviro-Clean

20 Years
Colonial Roofing & Siding Co., Inc.
Ellenville Central School District

Plaza Pizza
Romeo Chevrolet-Buick-GMC
Villa Veritas Foundation, Inc.

The Woodstock Inn on the Millstream

15 Years
Cook, Netter, Cloonan, Kurtz & Murphy, PC

Hudson Valley Office Furniture
Johnny-on-the-Spot Disposal Service, Inc.

Miron Wine & Spirits
Perry’s Service Station

Tiano Electric, Inc.
Ulster Literacy

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

10 Years
Bottini Fuel

The Kingston Cigar Shoppe
Raleigh Green Inc.

SERVPRO of New Paltz-Kingston; Western Dutchess
Village Apothecary - Woodstock

5 Years
Highland Rotary Club Inc.

Nostrand Productions
Novella’s New Paltz

Spin City Laundromat

1 Year
Cyber Guardian Consulting Group, LLC

End Cut West Park
Holiday Inn Express & Suites – Saugerties

J.H. Construction & General Contracting, Inc.
Vineyard Commons

A SLICE OF ITALY
1316 Ulster Ave.
Kingston, NY   12401
www.asliceofitaly7115.com
Marine DiPaola - Sec-Treas
Categories:  Pizza; Take-Out
Description:  Italian Restaurant serving pizza, hot and 
cold subs, house made soups and a variety of pasta 
dinners.

FIRST CHOICE BUSINESS BROKERS
122 Main St. Suite 828
New Paltz, NY   12561
www.businessforsaleinhudsonvalley.com
Gil Tatarsky - Franchise Owner
Category:  Consultants - Business
Description: First Choice Business Brokers is a leading 
nationwide brokerage company that specializes in 
business sales for small to medium size businesses 
ranging from $250,000-$5,000,000 in revenue. 
First Choice Business Brokers has been selling 
businesses since 1994 and has done over $8 billion 
in transactions with any type of business imaginable. 
First Choice has brought its franchised business to the 
Hudson Valley through Gil R. Tatarsky as the franchise 
owner for that territory. 
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