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By Andy Mayer President/CEO
1. The flowers are coming! But we don’t know when. Sun, snow,
hot, cold, all factor in the schedule that only Mother Nature
controls. We do know that to celebrate the season, the Skagit
Chili & Chowder Cook-Off will be on Saturday, April 6, from 1:00
to 4:00 p.m., at Farmstrong Brewing. There will be a tremendous
variety of chili and chowder from amateurs and professionals for
you to taste. That makes for a fun event by itself, but the vibe
will really be enhanced by the return of Savanna Woods on the
stage! Tickets are available here, and at the door. By the way,
it’s not too late to enter as a contestant with your chili, chowder,
or both. 

2. The 2024 Legislative Session ends on March 7. As expected,
it was whirlwind of activity. Thousands of bills were introduced,
with some generating a lot of attention, but eventually falling by
the wayside. To hear a full report, you are invited to AWB’s
Legislative Session Review webinar. Click here to register. The
Skagit Chamber Alliance will also host our 10th, 39th, and 40th
District legislators in April, for a session wrap-up.

3. I’m going to Denver soon to help a friend celebrate his
company being in business for 40 years. He and his co-founder
are throwing a big party for all the people that were part of the
journey through the years. It’s a fun idea and I’m looking forward
to it! It got me wondering how many businesses in Mount
Vernon have been around 40 years or longer. Our database
says that we have only one member that joined before 1984, the
Skagit Public Utility District, in November of 1969. Are they the
member that’s been with us the longest? Let us know if you
have any information to the contrary. Either way, we appreciate
them and you!

4. Speaking of appreciating you, instead of a Luncheon in
March, we are holding a Member Appreciation event, on the
27th, at 11:30 a.m. at Craft Stove. Join us for hamburgers, fun,
and door prizes. There is no charge to attend. After all, you’ve
been with us for up to 55 years…or more! RSVP here
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https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/member-appreciation-event-17956
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MEMBERSHIP TESTIMONIAL
Tina L. Kies, Owner & CEO Chikara PR, LLC

I have been a member of the Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce for just
over a year and the benefits of this membership have far surpassed my
expectations. As a marketing and public relations professional, I have been
most grateful for the incredible networking opportunities with fellow
business leaders and champions of our great community. The “Speaking of
Women” events have been the highlight of my membership involvement.
These events are more than just a “think tank,” they are platforms for
professional inspiration and personal motivation. 

The Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce has provided me with so much
more than professional resources and knowledge, networking opportunities,
and higher-level Statewide and governmental insights – it has also provided
meaningful friendships and genuine support from a dedicated group of
individuals that truly want to see me succeed. This support and sounding
board with trusted peers and brilliant business minds have been invaluable
and my most treasured benefit of membership.

Thank You Renewing Members
35+ Years
Pape Machinery AG and Turf
Reisner Distributor, Inc

30+ Years
Baird Private Wealth Management
Community Action of Skagit County

25+ Years
Haggen Food & Pharmacy 
Mount Vernon Christian School 
   Association
Swinomish Casino & Lodge
The Bridge at Mount Vernon

20+ Years
Cascade Facial Surgery and 
   Aesthetics

Less than 5 Years
Avenue Catering Enterprises
Chikara PR, LLC
Consejo Counseling and Referral 
   Service 
Cook CPAs and Consultants, PLLC
DSHS- Division of Vocational 
   Rehabilitation 
Ecological Land Services, Inc.
Mount Vernon Neighbors/Skagit 
   Valley Living
Skagit Thermography
Tulip Valley Farms
Vets Junk Removal LLC
WECU

15+ Years
Mount Vernon Senior & 
   Community Center
Skagit Transit

10+ Years
Grandy Creek KOA
McDonald's- College Way
Puget Sound Veterinary Group PC
Skagit Symphony
State Farm Insurance - Brad Methner
Waste Management

5+ Years
Bargains Galore Thrift Store
Cascade Prosthetics & Orthotics
Frontline Cleaning Services & Supplies
La Conner Seafood & Prime Rib House

Tina Kies
Chikara PR, LLC
(360) 630-9300 
www.chikarapr.com 

http://www.chikarapr.com/
http://www.chikarapr.com/
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Partner Members
Anderson Podiatry, Bank of the Pacific, Best Western PLUS, Skagit Valley Inn, Birch Equipment Co., Budget

Towing & Repair, Coastal Farm & Ranch, Chikara PR, LLC, Farmers Insurance Tory Charette Agency, Foothills
Toyota, Haggen Food & Pharmacy, Hampton Inn & Suites, Infinity Painting & Renovations, Kern Funeral Home,
Landed Gentry Homes & Communities, Loving Farms, Max Dale's Steak and Chop House,  Mount Vernon School

District, North Coast Credit Union, Northwest Escrow, LLC, PogoZone, Port of Skagit, Puget Sound Energy,
SERVPRO, Skagit Public Utility District 1, Skagit Valley Casino Resort, Skagit Valley College, Skagit Regional

Health, Skagit Valley Food Co-op, Testing and Commissioning Services, LLC, Walmart, WECU, White Branches,
Williams & Nulle, PLLC, CPAs

After two very well-attended coffee chats earlier this year and a successful first year, Speaking of Women
is ready to present its first 2024 series panel, “Breaking the Glass Ceiling” featuring Julie Blazek of HKP
Architects and Leslie Smith of EDCO Inc. They will speak about the invisible barriers that prevent women
from rising to leadership positions. 

The  2024 Speaking of Women Program includes quarterly presentations and monthly coffee chats at
various locations in Skagit County. 

March 13 at 4:30 PM     Breaking the Glass Ceiling
June 12 at 4:30 PM       The “Why” Behind the “What”
Sept. 11 at 4:30 PM       Climbing the Success Ladder

Program Fee $180.00

The topics have been selected to address the needs of women and deepen those relationships that
sometimes start with a card exchange at a business event and are ready to evolve into a business
partnership, mentorship, or friendship.

Those interested in participating or supporting Speaking of Women can contact Business Development
and Foundation Director, Silvia Reed – (360) 395-2944 – Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com.

Breaking the Glass Ceiling, 
a Speaking of Women event

Master Warehouse LLC
Junior Galeas
(360) 224-7543
www.masterwarehousellc.com
1385 Admiral Pl
Ferndale
We sell floors, cabinets, countertops, supplies, etc.
We work with sub-contractors, property management
companies and residential customers. 

Welcome New Member

mailto:Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com
http://www.masterwarehousellc.com/
http://www.masterwarehousellc.com/


LBL: Recursos para Negocios de Comida y Empresas
Contratistas / Resources for Food Businesses and
Contractors
Presented in Spanish
Wednesday March 20
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Skagit Valley College
Multi-purpose room
Register Here

Member Appreciation Event 
Wednesday, March 27
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Craft Stove
900 West Division
Mount Vernon
Free - lunch provided 
Register here

Breaking the Glass Ceiling – A “Speaking of
Women” event Part 1/3
Wednesday March 13
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
The Grand Willow Inn Event Venue and B & B
17926 Dunbar Rd 
Mount Vernon
Register here

Multi-Chamber After Hours at Panera Bread
Thursday, March 14
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Panera Bread
1749 S Burlington Blvd
Burlington 
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Calendar of Events

Skagit Chili & Chowder Cook-Off

Amateurs and professionals will gather on Saturday, April 6, at Farmstrong Brewing Company
for the title of Skagit’s favorite chili and chowder. Cook-off attendees pick the winners by
voting with their bowls. Want to come and enjoy some great chili and chowder? Tickets are
available here, but come hungry! Want to compete? The rules and application are at the back
of this newsletter. Contact Jeremy Kindlund, Operations Director at (360) 428-8547 or
Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com. with any questions.

https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/lbl-recursos-para-negocios-de-alimentos-y-contratistas-23603
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/member-appreciation-17956?calendarMonth=2024-03-01
https://connect.thrivent.com/shawn-steffens/
https://www.usbank.com/index.html
https://www.craft-stove.com/
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/breaking-the-glass-ceiling-a-speaking-of-women-event-23593
https://www.kw.com/
https://www.craft-stove.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ThelunchboxdinerMVWA/
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/skagit-chili-chowder-cook-off-23577?calendarMonth=2024-04-01
mailto:Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com


For more member announcements, visit
mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements

Send your announcements to
Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com

Chair - Flora Lucatero
Children of the Valley
Vice Chair - Tony White
Skagit Valley Food Co-op
Past Chair - Brian Ivie
Skagit Regional Health
Treasurer - Tammy Reim-Ledbetter
Global Credit Union 
Member at-large - Diane Fox
All About Hearing
Tony Cook
Cook CPAs and Consultants, PLLC
Viry Delgado
COA Mexican Eatery  
Mike Distelhorst
Skagit Publishing 
Matt Gill
Marathon Petroleum Corporation
Katie Hayton
La Conner Inn
Elizabeth Jennings
Community Action of Skagit County
Crystal King
NW Technology
Robert Knoll
Puget Sound Energy 
Andrew Miller
Tulip Valley Farms 
Julia Phillip 
Julia Phillip Realty
Stacie J. Pratschner 
City of Mount Vernon
Dr. Amanda Rentschler
Roosevelt Dental Center
Jon Ronngren
Mount Vernon School District
Dr. Chris Villa 
Skagit Valley College
STAFF
Andy Mayer President/CEO 
Silvia Reed Business Development and 
Foundation Director 
Jeremy Kindlund Operations Director  
Bob Johnson & Julie Newkirk  
Visitor Information Services
 

Board of Directors
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Member Announcements

Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County’s Annual Breakfast
presented by TRICO Is Back Once Again!
This March, The Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County is hosting
their Annual Breakfast once again. They have hosted their
Annual Breakfast for over 20 years, with a few years hosted
virtually and this event has become a staple within the
community.

What: Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County, 2024 Annual Breakfast
When: Tuesday, March 19th, 2024 | Doors open at 7 am |
Breakfast Begins at 7:30 am
Where: McIntyre Hall Performing Arts & Conference Center

http://mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements


Chair - Betsy Anorbe
Betsy Anorbe Real Estate

Silvia Alvarez
Triumph Teen Life Center

Emmy Bateman
Lincoln Theatre 

Marla Chapa
Skagit Social

Clarissa De Vries
CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC

Morgan Elton
Country Financial - The Elton

Group
Joley Garner

WAFD Insurance Group, Inc.
Devin González

Center for Inclusive
Entrepreneurship

Jaime Huss
Washington Federal

Susana Ipanaque
La Peruanita LLC – Peruvian

Street Food 
Crystal King

NW Technology
Blake Rawlins

Guardian Northwest Title &
Escrow

Tammy Reim-Ledbetter 
Global Credit Union

Chris Van De Grift
ReLuTy Real Estate

 

Ambassadors

M A R C H  2 0 2 4 M O U N T  V E R N O N
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

February in Pictures

Multi-Chamber After Hours at
White Branches

Latino Business Leaders Program
at Skagit Valley College

BRONZE LEGACY 

Speaking of Women Coffee Chat at
Pegasus Pie Co. 

Ambassador Orientation at 
Global Credit Union

Skagit Wedding Films
Ribbon Cutting











https://event.auctria.com/aa04ecea-262d-46ca-9b82-9074d8c67e47/a809178051b511ea91bae14d12592328


https://event.auctria.com/1a8d6709-d6f6-4b7f-9657-03b9ac11e58f/


https://event.auctria.com/1a8d6709-d6f6-4b7f-9657-03b9ac11e58f/





