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By Andy Mayer President/CEO
What I’m Thinking About
1.The Tulip Festival is in full swing and what a celebration of
spring and our area it is! I am thankful for the gardens who work
so hard to welcome the world, the array of related events, and
the hugely significant economic activity that the festival
generates. For the Chamber it means that our office is buzzing
with all the people who come in to find out how they can have
the best experience possible at the gardens and during their
visit.
2.Our premier tulip festival event is the Skagit Chili & Chowder
Cook-Off, on Saturday the 6th, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., at
Farmstrong Brewing. There will be a variety of delicious chili and
chowder from amateurs and professionals for you to taste. If
that’s not enough, The Voice contestant and local favorite
Savanna Woods will be on the stage! Tickets are available here,
and at the door.
3.Speaking of tulip festival events, the Kiwanis Salmon
Barbecue has been a strong favorite for 30 years. And once
again, they are hosting us for the full and delicious experience,
at our Luncheon on the 24th at 11:30. Besides the feast, we will
have our Biz Buzz networking session to help you make lasting
connections. KAPS Radio personality “Mike in the Morning”
Yeoman will make it fun and keep it moving! Register here. 
4.On the serious side, the Skagit Chamber Alliance will host the
Legislative Wrap-up program at 8:30 a.m. on the 25th, at the
Burlington City Council Chambers. All the legislators from the
10th, 39th, and 40th Districts are invited to share their thoughts
on the recently concluded session and to hear from you.
Register here.
5.On the personal side, my recent trip to Denver was fabulous!
Visiting friends and family in a place where I lived for about 12
years and started in the Chamber business, altered my
perspective—in a good way. It reminded me that we all should
get away from our day-to-day activities, more than we typically
do.
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Get to Know
La Peruanita LLC – Peruvian Street Food

La Peruanita LLC, Peruvian Street Food, embodies the essence of its slogan: “Bringing the soulful flavors of
Peruvian Street Food to you, one bite at a time.” Founded three years ago by a determined single mom, La
Peruanita began as a means to generate extra income and soon evolved into a thriving business venture.

Inspired by memories of late-night strolls along the coast of Callao, where street vendors served up piping hot
Picarones and savory Anticuchos, La Peruanita’s founder, Susana Ipanaque, sought to recreate the vibrant
street food scene of her hometown in the heart of the United States. La Peruanita made its debut at Madres in
Everett community markets in 2022, quickly gaining popularity among locals craving authentic Peruvian
flavors. Soon after, eager to continue to grow La Peruanita started attending Latino Business Leaders (LBL)
classes by the Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce and started working in Skagit County.

From perfecting the recipe for Picarones to mastering the art of Anticuchos, La Peruanita has been dedicated
to capturing the essence of Peruvian cuisine and sharing it with customers far and wide. Each stand
represents a piece of Peru, offering not only delicious food but also a glimpse into the vibrant culture and
traditions of the Andean nation.

With a commitment to quality, authenticity, and community, La Peruanita continues to grow, bringing a little
piece of Peru with it to every market and event. As it embarks on its journey, La Peruanita remains a
testament to the power of passion, perseverance, and the joy of sharing delicious food with others.

Experience the vibrant flavors of Peru with La Peruanita! Visit our website laperuanita.org or email us at
laperuanita.seattle@gmail.com to taste a bite of Peru at our next Pop Up in King, Snohomish, or Skagit
County. Whether it's a corporate gathering or a private event, let us bring the soulful tastes of Peruvian street
food to your doorstep. Don't miss out on the opportunity to savor the authentic flavors of Peru with La
Peruanita!

Susana Ipanaque
La Peruanita LLC – Peruvian Street Food
(425) 312-5645
www.facebook.com/LaPeruanita.Seattle/

http://laperuanita.org/
mailto:laperuanita.seattle@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/LaPeruanita.Seattle/
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2024 Skagit Valley Tulip Festival 
As the Executive Director of the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival, I am thrilled to announce our 41st year of
celebrating the beauty of tulips in our valley. Each spring, our area bursts into color, thanks to the diligent
efforts of our local tulip growers and, of course, a bit of assistance from Mother Nature herself.

The Skagit Valley Tulip Festival isn't just about admiring flowers; it's a celebration of our community, our
businesses, and our people. It's an opportunity to showcase the stunning scenery of the Skagit Valley and to
invite visitors from near and far to experience the charm and hospitality of our region.

Businesses play a crucial role in ensuring the success of the festival. As the tulips attract thousands of visitors,
local establishments have a unique chance to shine. Whether you run a quaint bed and breakfast, a cozy cafe,
or a retail shop, now is a time to prepare for the influx of tourists eager to explore all that the Skagit Valley has
to offer.

While it's true that some may voice concerns about increased traffic during this season, it's essential to
recognize the significant economic benefits that the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival generates for our community.
The approximately $65 million injected into our economy not only generates vital tax revenue for our cities,
towns, and county, supporting essential programs and services, but also creates employment opportunities
for local residents. Additionally, this economic activity stimulates growth for businesses throughout the
county, fostering a positive trickle-down effect. 

To all our community, the businesses, our sponsors and loyal volunteers, I extend my heartfelt gratitude. Your
support is instrumental in making the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival a beloved tradition year after year. 

As we anticipate another spectacular bloom season, I hope we can work hand in hand to make the 41st Skagit
Valley Tulip Festival a resounding success. Thank you for your dedication, enthusiasm, and commitment to
showcasing the beauty of our valley to the world.

Nicole Roozen
Executive Director, Skagit Valley Tulip Festival

Photo by Gary Brown
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MEMBERSHIP TESTIMONIAL
Rob Martin, SCORE

I have been a member of the Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce for over a
year, but in my former job I was a member for over 30 years. In my volunteer
role with Score, I work with local businesses and businesses that are in the
process of being formed. As many of you know, it is lonely out there! I think
that businesses have more stresses on them today due to the challenging
climate around regulations, taxes, employment law and acquiring
customers, to name a few! 

Our Mount Vernon Chamber gives us the important support we need to
tackle obstacles likes these all while networking with other businesses and
developing our professional resources along the way. The monthly Chamber
meetings offer meaningful, up to date local information as well as member
support in important areas like marketing, business advocacy and
management that help our businesses stay strong, vigorous and healthy. 

Thank You Renewing Members

10+ Years 
Judd & Black Appliance
Re-Feather Your Nest
Vera Wellness Center
Whispering Firs Bed & Breakfast Lodge

5+ Years
Carl's Towing Mount Vernon
La Catrina Tacos & Tequila
La Zeta 103.3 FM - Bustos Media LLC
Loving Farms
Marla & Company
NW Tel, LLC

Less than 5 Years
Celtic Arts Foundation
Custom Cleaning Services Washington LLC
Eden Home Health
Ethan Home Repair & Remodeling LLC
Parker, Smith & Feek
Rich's Outlet Center

35+ Years
Skagit County Fairgrounds

25+ Years
Central Moving & Storage
La Conner Inn
Washington Bulb Co., Inc.

20+ Years 
Friendship House
Human Resources of Mount Vernon, LLC

15+ Years
Bob's Burgers & Brew
Express Employment Professionals

10+ Years
Big Scoop Sundae Palace & Restaurant
Candlewood Suites an IHG Hotel
COA Mexican Eatery

Rob Martin, SCORE,
Bellingham Chapter Certified
Mentor 
(360) 685-4259



Senior Transitions Team
Kate Johansen 
(425) 359-1244
www.seniortransitionsteam.com
Stanwood
We are the one call away when an aging family
member is considering downsizing, or the move to
assisted living/care facilities.

Sherwin-Williams
Alan Cardenas
(360) 424-4489
www.sherwin-williams.com
1526 Riverside Dr Mount Vernon
The Sherwin-Williams Company delivers the best in
paint and coatings products to the world. 

The Washington Shakespearean Festival
GregRobin Smith 
(206) 291-6205
www.Ben-Franklin.org
Our main goal this summer is a touring Shakespeare
variety show that will tour throughout the Skagit
Valley. ACTORS! PERFORMERS! Contact us to
Audition!!! Businesses! Contact us for Hosting and/or
Sponsoring the Tour.

Work Opportunities
Marti Thomas 
(425) 778-2156
www.workopportunities.org
2021 E College Way Ste 112 Mount Vernon
We are a nonprofit spanning from Whatcom County to
King County, providing supported employment
services to 500 adults with disabilities.  Partner with us
today to create an inclusive workforce.
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Partner Members
Anderson Podiatry, Bank of the Pacific, Best Western PLUS, Skagit Valley Inn, Birch Equipment Co., Budget

Towing & Repair, Coastal Farm & Ranch, Chikara PR, LLC, Farmers Insurance Tory Charette Agency, Foothills
Toyota, Haggen Food & Pharmacy, Hampton Inn & Suites, Infinity Painting & Renovations, Kern Funeral Home,
Landed Gentry Homes & Communities, Loving Farms, Max Dale's Steak and Chop House,  Mount Vernon School

District, North Coast Credit Union, Northwest Escrow, LLC, PogoZone, Port of Skagit, Puget Sound Energy,
SERVPRO, Skagit Public Utility District 1, Skagit Valley Casino Resort, Skagit Valley College, Skagit Regional

Health, Skagit Valley Food Co-op, Testing and Commissioning Services, LLC, The Washington Shakespearean
Festival, Walmart, WECU, White Branches, Williams & Nulle, PLLC, CPAs

NW 5 Star Cleaning LLC
Sylvia Navejas 
(360) 855-5335
www.facebook.com/nw5starclean
Mount Vernon
We clean top to bottom every corner, light switch,
cabinet, baseboard etc. We leave a professional 5 Star
Clean each time and every time.

PRC Conway
Matt Elslip 
(360) 550-9333
www.prcwa.com
18729 Fir Island Mount Vernon
We are Skagit Valley's premier recreational cannabis
shop!

ProfitAdvisors
Sarah Clarke  
(360) 739-8793
www.profitadvisors.us
2505 McKenzie Avenue Bellingham
We are small business growth specialists dedicated to
supporting business owners increase their profits
without spending additional money on marketing or
advertising. 

Quantum Construction, Inc
Karin Baldwin
(360) 293-0656
www.quantumci.com
12761 Quantum Ln Anacortes
Commercial and Residential Construction General
Contractor. 

Welcome New Members

http://www.seniortransitionsteam.com/
http://www.sherwin-williams.com/
http://www.ben-franklin.org/
http://www.workopportunities.org/
http://www.facebook.com/nw5starclean
http://www.prcwa.com/
http://www.profitadvisors.us/
http://www.quantumci.com/


Membership Orientation – Orientation para Socios 
Tuesday April 15at 3:00 p.m. 
Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce
301 West Kincaid, Mount Vernon
Register Here

Biz Buzz Networking Luncheon 
Wednesday, April 24
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Hillcrest Lodge
1717 S 13th St
Mount Vernon
Register here

Preparando su Plan de Marketing y Campaña  de
Redes Sociales Preparing your Marketing Plan and  
Social Media Campaign Latino Business Leaders
Event
Presented in Spanish
Skagit Valley College – Lewis Hall 311
Wednesday April 24 at 6:00 PM
Register here

Legislative Wrap-Up
Thursday, April 25th 
8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
833 S Spruce St
Burlington 
Register here

Ribbon Cutting at Master Warehouse LLC
Saturday, April 6 at 10 a.m. 
1385 Admiral Pl
Ferndale

Last Second Marketing on a Shoestring: 
Spring and Summer
Monday, April 8
9 a.m. 
via Zoom
Register here

Latino Business Leaders Spring Social
Garden Rosalyn
Tuesday April 9 at 5:00 p.m.
16648 Jungquist Rd Mount Vernon 
Register here

Speaking of Women Coffee Chat
Powered by Leslie Smith, Edco Inc
The Skagit Table
Wednesday April 10 at 9:00 AM
2024 Member Fee: $180.00 
(includes 3 panels and 7 monthly coffee chats)
Register Here

Multi-Chamber After Hours at Celtic Arts
Foundation
Thursday, April 11 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
1124 Cleveland Ave
Mount Vernon
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Calendar of Events

Skagit Chili & Chowder Cook-Off
Do you have your tickets for the hottest event
around? Saturday, April 6 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m the
Skagit Chili & Chowder Cook-Off will have
professionals and amateurs competing for the
bragging rights of best chili and chowder in Skagit
County. Savanna Woods is playing music and
Farmstrong Brewing Company will have the cold
brews. This is a family friendly event. Purchase your
tickets here! Thank you sponsors!

https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/membership-orientation-orientation-para-socios-23631
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/biz-buzz-networking-luncheon-04-24-2024-17957
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/plan-de-marketing-y-redes-sociales-marketing-plan-and-social-networks-23632
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/legislative-wrap-up-23623
https://connect.thrivent.com/shawn-steffens/
https://www.usbank.com/index.html
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/last-second-marketing-on-a-shoestring-spring-and-summer-23624
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/latino-business-leaders-spring-social-23629
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/speaking-of-women-coffee-chat-23630
https://www.kw.com/
https://www.triumphtlc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083475825295
https://9zc6ebcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r_5iZ8-tWqSTdYS3OmXDHPmpJ3JBxZeOlY3rRAPJQ17mmeqyl-l3MYYZt6nlTDI3n3l-HWtwIv0FNA8-M3TI0l9UYZSWu4v7rRcUXCLSkEqOxv_pZqh4GgcSM0MNT_T5e6Tr2PNrAOThUhYMruBfDE2dDvJWlrDfqeHbCDuT0r0mcLF5kNcAxXxL6P63QPZ8uHHVYBjmHKEzqwnCTjy2ug2eeALw-9c9loZvmrBxCYQCbs5I0BvyGIRKjUC-RUn7oB5xnfDlFl78IfSDiao2g01brhzTGIKj&c=KpC3JUS5EEo9b0PD6AYNpt8IYaZGxHy0X3N2Nbwk6V5pxELb7pMniw==&ch=ISDmHYipF81OZP5EH0gjMApJIR4vNUvtPqatdiQTr8SQ3SShPK9gEw==
https://9zc6ebcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r_5iZ8-tWqSTdYS3OmXDHPmpJ3JBxZeOlY3rRAPJQ17mmeqyl-l3MYYZt6nlTDI3n3l-HWtwIv0FNA8-M3TI0l9UYZSWu4v7rRcUXCLSkEqOxv_pZqh4GgcSM0MNT_T5e6Tr2PNrAOThUhYMruBfDE2dDvJWlrDfqeHbCDuT0r0mcLF5kNcAxXxL6P63QPZ8uHHVYBjmHKEzqwnCTjy2ug2eeALw-9c9loZvmrBxCYQCbs5I0BvyGIRKjUC-RUn7oB5xnfDlFl78IfSDiao2g01brhzTGIKj&c=KpC3JUS5EEo9b0PD6AYNpt8IYaZGxHy0X3N2Nbwk6V5pxELb7pMniw==&ch=ISDmHYipF81OZP5EH0gjMApJIR4vNUvtPqatdiQTr8SQ3SShPK9gEw==


For more member announcements, visit
mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements

Send your announcements to
Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com

Chair - Flora Lucatero
Children of the Valley
Vice Chair - Tony White
Skagit Valley Food Co-op
Past Chair - Brian Ivie
Skagit Regional Health
Treasurer - Tammy Reim-Ledbetter
Global Credit Union 
Member at-large - Diane Fox
All About Hearing
Tony Cook
Cook CPAs and Consultants, PLLC
Viry Delgado
COA Mexican Eatery  
Matt Gill
Marathon Petroleum Corporation
Katie Hayton
La Conner Inn
Elizabeth Jennings
Community Action of Skagit County
Crystal King
NW Technology
Robert Knoll
Puget Sound Energy 
Andrew Miller
Tulip Valley Farms 
Julia Phillip 
Julia Phillip Realty
Stacie J. Pratschner 
City of Mount Vernon
Dr. Amanda Rentschler
Roosevelt Dental Center
Jon Ronngren
Mount Vernon School District
Dr. Chris Villa 
Skagit Valley College
STAFF
Andy Mayer President/CEO 
Silvia Reed Business Development and 
Foundation Director 
Jeremy Kindlund Operations Director  
Bob Johnson & Julie Newkirk  
Visitor Information Services
 

Board of Directors
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Member Announcements

Celebrate with Triumph Community Dance
COMMUNITY DANCE If you've got two feet and a desire to dance,
this is a must attend event!  Triumph Teen Life Center presents
its first-ever "Triumph Community Dance" for ages 21+ on
Friday, April 12th from 7pm to 10pm at Blue Taco Restaurant!
Tickets are on sale now triumphtlc.org/events and are $50 per
person. Entry includes: free salsa, merengue, and bachata dance
lessons (7-8pm), DJ music and dancing (8-10pm) and food
catered by Blue Taco. If you want to come, but need childcare,
let us know! We're offering childcare at Valley Pre-School next
door from 7-10pm!

http://mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements
https://www.skagit.edu/spotlight-series/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftriumphtlc.org%2Fevents%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1xWxxwn4AXmTDy6JPMXCvEfEN8qJT5FXVt2RJdu_na4e9U3mmhZZhf3Nw&h=AT1J57s4NfG4lgEk8bPAQjduzAmGV5sPrVNmvnl1ej23yxwjqc7c8tUYOWCQI04sziG_oRGuLLewa9PsdpKJkgRGX_S9a5KlEwAJGW6hwIkt6KhVxw8e1E_zYtYVcTBDTU8p&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT08zu7rZFlvR1_EkabzG1gLOwSNyKQkKN0ONDQKxVnG7Bd8gnF1W9b1yAjnU5tzuzhkFmSml0Vkx8iHvMPzkWumofDZYMNiW9a_-sJwRlmHCSc1IdWni_uXjHgUAcQneh5GbeTdqXkUwnqesljWdu9F5WvEB-asaMrdwI-SEaGiyXCZShLCU8dUU2ovH0hSOSCgjK-tVmiX


Chair - Betsy Anorbe
Betsy Anorbe Real Estate

Silvia Alvarez
Triumph Teen Life Center

Emmy Bateman
Lincoln Theatre 

Marla Chapa
Skagit Social

Clarissa De Vries
CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC

Morgan Elton
Country Financial - The Elton

Group
Joley Garner

WAFD Insurance Group, Inc.
Devin González

Center for Inclusive
Entrepreneurship

Jaime Huss
Washington Federal

Susana Ipanaque
La Peruanita LLC – Peruvian

Street Food 
Crystal King

NW Technology
Blake Rawlins

Guardian Northwest Title &
Escrow

Tammy Reim-Ledbetter 
Global Credit Union

Cole Smidt
Skagit Wedding Films 

Chris Van De Grift
ReLuTy Real Estate

 

Ambassadors
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March in Pictures

Speaking of Women Series Mount Vernon Chamber table at
Spirit of Hope event

BRONZE LEGACY 

Latino Business Leaders

Member Appreciation event Member Appreciation event

Mount Vernon Chamber table at
Skagit Valley Tulip Festival Gala






