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Marriott Meet & Greet at UCF Rosen 
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This week, several of our Central Florida Marriott branded hotels participated 
in our final CFHLA Meet and Greet of the year. 
  
Thank you to all of the leaders from the Castle Hotel, Autograph 
Collection, Courtyard Orlando Lake Buena Vista at Vista Centre, Delta 
Marriott Hotel Orlando Celebration, Gaylord Palms Resort and 
Convention Center, JW Marriott Orlando, Grande Lakes, JW Marriott 
Orlando Bonnet Creek Resort & Spa, Marriott Village Orlando, 
Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld, Ritz-Carlton Orlando, Grande Lakes, 
Sheraton Lake Buena Vista Resort, and the Walt Disney World Swan 
and Dolphin who joined us for this special opportunity.  

With more than 80 students in attendance (before the Florida rain came 
through), each had the opportunity to speak with General Managers and 
leaders from the Events, Sales, Food and Beverage, and Human Resources 
departments about what it's like to work in hotels/resorts and what future 
career paths might be available. 
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Also, thank you so much to our CFHLA member properties for donating gift 
certificates for this event, and congratulations to the student winners! We are 
so excited about the rest of the meet and greets that will take place in the 
Spring of 2024! 

  

  

 

  

 

 

    

Welcome Hampton Inn & Homes2Suites Orlando Lake 
Nona! 
Congratulations to the Hampton Inn & Home2 Suites Orlando Lake Nona on 
their official Grand Openings this week! 
 
These new dual-branded Hilton hotels were recently opened in the Lake 
Nona region, featuring 150 pet-friendly rooms. Also, each property offers a 
free hot breakfast and the amenities include a swimming pool, a patio area 
with firepits, a fitness center, free Wi-Fi, a business center, meeting rooms, 
EV charging and free self-parking. 
 
On behalf of the Central Florida Hotel & Lodging Association (CFHLA), we 
wish all the best to General Manager Chris Heaxt and his entire team on 
these wonderful new additions to our community! 





CFHLA would like to congratulate our allied member Sunshine Cellars, LLC 
on it's stellar journey to excellence, with their grand opening of their distillery 
Caribbean Moonshine last week! 
  
Caribbean Moonshine is a “craft distillery” and retail outlet located in 
Orlando’s Vineland Premium Outlet Mall. The shop offers daily tastings of its 
artisanal rum beverages and moonshine-inspired cakes and treats, as well 
as viewing of its bottling and packaging process. It was conceived and 
developed by Entrepreneurs Steve Nichols and Mike Weber, who have 
researched the history of “moonshining” in the Caribbean and Florida. They 
have developed various recipes using Caribbean Moonshine which are 
available in the store and at www.CaribbeanMoonshine.com. Caribbean 
Moonshine-flavored rums also are available at Total Wines, ABC Fine Wines 
and Spirits and other retail locations throughout South and Central Florida. 
  
Cheers to Sunshine Cellars, LLC / Caribbean Moonshine - where every sip 
tells a story of craftsmanship, flavor, and the Caribbean spirit!  
  
Also, below is a discount flyer on behalf of Sunshine Cellars, LLC that 
gives CFHLA Members a free tasting and 20% off purchases at the 
distillery. Please bring the flyer in store to redeem. 
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Mark Your Calendars, 2024 Sponsorships Will Be 
Available Beginning on December 8th 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/d9834e3d7ce640eda138ea4448193aae


  

    

Disney's Positive Economic Impact on Florida 

This week, Walt Disney World Resort, one of the world's most visited 
vacation destinations, announced that it had generated $40 billion in 
economic impact across the state and more than a 250,000 jobs in the fiscal 
year 2022, according to a new study from Oxford Economics. 
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The study, which was commissioned by Disney, also reflects the economic 
impact of Disney Signature Experiences in Florida, including Disney Vacation 
Club and Disney Cruise Line. 
  
This announcement comes as the attraction industry convenes in Orlando 
this week for the IAAPA Expo 2023, the premier global event that brings 
together more than 35,000 individuals to Orlando, generating an estimated 
economic impact of a staggering $100 million. 
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About CFHLA 
 

6675 Westwood Blvd #210, Orlando, FL 32821 
  

The mission of the Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association is to represent the 
Central Florida Hospitality Industry, by setting the standard of excellence through 

advocacy, collaboration, education, recognition, and service. 
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