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Hit the Brakes
Contract negotiations between the United Auto Workers (UAW) union and U.S.
automakers General Motors, Ford and Chrysler (known as the “Big Three”) have
been ongoing for months. As of midnight last night, the contract expired and the
UAW is on strike. The union’s demands include a 46 percent wage increase, 32-
hour work weeks, defined benefit pensions for all workers and other cost of living
increases.

The strike marks the first time in history that the UAW strikes at all three Big Three.
Targeted walkouts occurred at specific plants this morning, with experts expecting a
more significant strike in the coming weeks if negotiations do not improve. 

The United Auto Workers union represents approximately 146,000 employees. The
strike will likely cut motor vehicle output by roughly 30 percent, negatively impacting
the U.S. economic and jobs report data. Some economists note that vehicle prices
will increase if fewer cars are manufactured, which would risk inflation overall.
NBC is providing continuing live updates on the strike. The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce has issued a statement here. 

In Other News
The IRS will pause taking claims for the Employee Retention Tax Credit  due to an
influx of fraudulent claims.

The Writers Guild of America and the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television
Producers will resume negotiations next week.

The National Weather Service seeks public feedback to simplify alert language.

Illinois Department of Health’s “Vax Verify” system is in place to help those who
have misplaced their COVID-19 vaccine card.

The Illinois Department of Health endorses the CDC COVID-19 vaccine
guidelines.

The Illinois Department of Employment Security announces that the
unemployment rate was 4.1 percent in August.

Cash bail will end on Monday in Illinois.

Millikin University partners with the Nick Project to promote fire safety.

The Decatur Federation of Teachers hold a rally before the Decatur school board
meeting.

Decatur school board discusses the future of Dennis School.

Officials provide an update to Sunday’s explosion at Decatur’s ADM plant.

Michael Burkham announces candidacy for Macon County Coroner.

Bids and RFPs
Macon County: None at this time. 

City of Decatur: Current RFP list.

https://abcnews.go.com/Business/day-workweek-46-raise-uaw-makes-audacious-demands/story?id=102926195
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/us-auto-union-strike-three-detroit-three-factories-2023-09-15/
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/live-blog/uaw-strike-ford-general-motors-stellantis-live-updates-rcna105134
https://www.uschamber.com/security/supply-chain/u-s-chamber-ceo-urges-immediate-resolution-to-uaw-strike-to-avoid-substantial-economic-impact
https://apnews.com/article/small-business-fraud-erc-irs-161fb191d159548949d42a015910e9c2
https://apnews.com/article/strikes-writers-actors-negotiations-5f2a33da0c076019ce7dc2e0937866b4
https://www.nbcchicago.com/weather/national-weather-service-to-simplify-alert-language-and-they-need-publics-feedback/3228460/
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/cant-remember-when-your-last-covid-shot-was-use-your-illinois-digital-vaccine-card/3228159/
https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/local-news/illinois-health-dept-endorses-cdc-vaccine-guidelines/
https://ides.illinois.gov/newsroom/2023/sept/illinois-payroll-jobs-stable--unemployment-rate-up-minimally-in-.html
https://wgntv.com/news/illinois/no-cash-bail-set-to-start-monday-in-illinois-heres-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.wcia.com/news/millikin-joins-forces-with-the-nick-project-to-promote-fire-safety/
https://herald-review.com/news/local/education/teaching-assistants-hold-rally-before-decatur-school-board-meeting/article_a809cf3e-51e0-11ee-a0e4-5bbe144d8e69.html
https://herald-review.com/news/local/education/decatur-school-board-discusses-future-of-dennis/article_dd48d6aa-51e4-11ee-ae67-43f50124e7bf.html
https://www.wandtv.com/news/videos/update-to-sundays-explosion-at-adm-plant-in-decatur/video_917964f8-40e3-5141-b14b-cb0d3b1191b4.html
https://www.wandtv.com/news/michael-burkham-announces-candidacy-for-macon-county-coroner/article_eb8d2e84-52ff-11ee-9506-4709f7a1aab0.html
https://bit.ly/3OnmSJ4


Village of Mt. Zion: None at this time.

Decatur Park District: None at this time. 
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