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It’s a Scorcher Out There
Heat indices across Illinois are above 100 degrees this Friday. With temperatures this
high, the American Red Cross urges everyone to practice safety with these tips. 

Extreme heat can also impact your business and present challenges. AccuWeather
for Business notes that personnel may be at risk of heat-related illness and that
extreme heat can diminish focus and work efficiency. 

Specific industries may face more acute obstacles. For example, agribusinesses may
find heat-damaged crops, hospitality may see reduced tourist activities and
construction projects may identify increased risks. Retailers may find the heat
diminishes foot traffic or alters demand for specific products. Ice cream
manufacturer Unilever found that heat waves show a decreased demand for the
product as consumers seek cold beverages rather than frozen treats. 

Businesses may be encouraged to assess and address heat risk. Harvard Business
Review offers insights into how you can do so. 

In Other News
Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias announces new “Skip the Line” program for
Driver Services facilities.

A $2 billion theme park named American Heartland is planned for Oklahoma.

A potential UPS strike is averted as a deal is reached.

The Federal Reserve raises key interest rates for the 11th time in the past year and a
half.

Elon Musk announced a new "X" logo for Twitter, rebranding the company following
its $44 billion purchase.

Superintendent Rochelle Clark provides an update on Dennis Lab School .

Related: the Illinois State Board of Education releases a statement on Dennis
School’s proposed start time.

ADM reports second-quarter earnings of $927 million.

Macon County offers Cooling Centers to offer some relief from the excessive heat.

Decatur’s Mercy Gardens receives USDA grant.

Bids and RFPs
Macon County: None at this time.

City of Decatur: Current RFP list

Village of Mt. Zion: None at this time.

Decatur Park District: None at this time.
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https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/extreme-heat-safety.html
https://afb.accuweather.com/blog/extreme-heat-how-it-can-impact-businesses#:~:text=Hotter days%2C cooler profits%3A Impact,efficiency and potential financial losses.
https://www.cbsnews.com/sacramento/news/the-worlds-biggest-ice-cream-company-says-heat-waves-may-not-help-sales/
https://hbr.org/2023/07/protecting-your-workforce-from-extreme-heat
https://www.25newsnow.com/2023/07/27/real-id-license-id-services-will-soon-require-appointments-dozens-state-dmvs-including-certain-peoria-bloomington-area-sites/
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/new-theme-park-oklahoma-american-heartland/3192428/
https://www.npr.org/2023/07/25/1189956641/ups-union-calls-off-strike-threat-after-securing-pay-raises-for-workers
https://apnews.com/article/federal-reserve-inflation-interest-rates-economy-jobs-47a78ceb285ac50217ef39e2441112ee
https://apnews.com/article/twitter-x-logo-blue-bird-musk-0689e9a5c3a217afc2fbefeaf0e6d8a8
https://herald-review.com/news/local/update-on-dennis-lab-school/video_04a4d8fb-0cd3-5e8e-8b6a-017a48f2c95c.html
https://www.wandtv.com/news/videos/isbe-makes-statement-regarding-dennis-schools-start-time/video_cdd6e02d-67e1-5c33-9f5e-64e7e0ab030a.html
https://herald-review.com/news/local/business/adm-posts-927-million-of-earnings-in-second-quarter/article_d6a4f9e2-2af6-11ee-8ddb-134935ff8f9d.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
https://herald-review.com/news/local/weather/macon-county-cooling-centers-will-offer-relief-during-heat-wave/article_a71df9f4-2a5a-11ee-b9b5-873869737b75.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
https://herald-review.com/news/local/business/development/agriculture-grants-social-services-gardens/article_1a4a8f2c-2b0b-11ee-b755-6fc659437f2b.html
https://bit.ly/3OnmSJ4
https://www.facebook.com/DecaturRegionalChamberOfCommerce/
https://www.instagram.com/decaturregionalchamber/
https://www.decaturchamber.com/
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
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