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Two Strikes for the Entertainment Industry
After contract discussions failed, the Screen Actors Guild and American Federation of
Radio and Television Artists voted to strike starting today, July 14. This strike is the first
for actors since 1980 and the first time two significant Hollywood unions have been on
strike at the same time since 1960--as the Writer's Guild of America is also on strike
(and has been since May 2, 2023). 

According to the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers (AMPTP), studios
need actors and actresses for movies and shows, which expressed unhappiness with
the strike's result. 

During this strike, union actors and writers are prohibited from working on many projects.
Industry experts note that production of many films and scripted television show
productions in the U.S. may be halted, leading to delays in premieres. Many networks
are expected to broadcast reruns. There is no anticipated end date for either strike.  

In Other News
Illinois will not have a sales tax holiday for school supplies in 2023.

TTX Company, a major railcar producer, will relocate to Charlotte from Chicago.

Three large tax preparation firms sent sensitive data to Meta according to a group of
lawmakers. 

The USDA issues four national disaster declarations across Illinois.

Illinois Representative Kam Buckner proposes a student-athlete bill of rights.

Senator Dick Durbin discusses the 2023 Farm Bill.

Inflation in the US has decreased, indicating recovery from COVID-19 and supply chain
issues, with price increases slowing in June.

Tensions run high at the NATO G7 Summit as Ukrainian membership is debated.

Narcan boxes will roll out across Macon County courtesy of Heritage Behavioral Health
Center.

Long-awaited roadway projects are underway in Decatur.

Dennis School students may have a longer summer vacation as installation of modular
classrooms is completed.

The City of Decatur partners with local farmers for nutrient loss-reducing practices
thanks to a USDA grant.

Decatur officials work on creating a coordinated plan for Lake Decatur watershed
management.

A New Jersey firm has purchased the Akorn Pharmaceuticals buildings.

Bids and RFPs
Macon County: Voice Over IP (VoIP) Telephone System

City of Decatur: None at this time. 

Village of Mt. Zion: None at this time.

Decatur Park District: None at this time.
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https://apnews.com/article/hollywood-actors-strike-ca3e3eddc910f1e52d618e5e3c394554
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/hollywood-actors-union-sets-strike-vote-thursday-talks-break-down-2023-07-13/
https://www.kiro7.com/news/trending/hollywood-actors-strike-likely-what-does-that-mean-your-favorite-tv-show-movies/I543XIWM5FC27N7G6KKOEKIW4M/
https://www.wcia.com/news/local-news/illinois-will-not-have-a-sales-tax-holiday-for-school-supplies-this-year/
https://www.wcnc.com/article/money/new-jobs-charlotte-money-rail-road-industry/275-0cec41fe-d28b-443f-9184-451a2eb71f55
https://apnews.com/article/irs-taxpayer-tax-preparation-meta-congress-9315cfca7a0942ab89f765d183fbf822
https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/local-news/usda-secretary-issues-4-national-disaster-designations-across-illinois/
https://wgntv.com/news/illinois/illinois-lawmaker-looks-to-create-student-athlete-bill-of-rights/
https://herald-review.com/news/local/sen-dick-durbin-discusses-2023-farm-bill-priorities/video_8fd8d157-d6fc-523d-940b-ba723d32c828.html
https://wgntv.com/news/inflation-slowed-to-3-percent-in-june-hits-lowest-rate-in-2-years/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/nato-summit-ukraine-us-allies-disagree-membership-decision-rcna93809
https://www.wandtv.com/news/community-narcan-boxes-expected-to-rollout-in-decatur-macon-county/article_d868a4cc-20ec-11ee-99de-631041de8552.html
https://www.wandtv.com/news/long-awaited-road-projects-underway/article_aaf3a798-2034-11ee-8c2c-f3996265372f.html
https://herald-review.com/news/local/education/dennis-school-start-date-transportation-plan-in-the-works/article_5785658c-20df-11ee-9947-5311f206a08e.html
https://herald-review.com/news/local/usda-program-to-incentivize-farmers-reduce-lake-decatur-nutrient-runoff/article_84b6681c-20df-11ee-9656-d764014623ab.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
https://herald-review.com/news/local/government-politics/as-lake-decatur-turns-100-city-gets-proactive-with-watershed-management/article_20ad5b4a-1c58-11ee-872b-3f800df3e549.html
https://herald-review.com/news/local/business/decatur-akorn-buildings-bought-by-new-jersey-firm/article_8932e7fa-20d8-11ee-a10f-1fb6ccc9647b.html
https://maconcounty.illinois.gov/download/notice-for-bids-voice-over-ip-voip-telephone-system/
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