Bloomsburg Children’s Museum Announces Winners of 10th Annual Gingerbread House Competition at TreeFest

The Bloomsburg Children’s Museum has announced the winners of its 10th Annual Gingerbread House Competition, held in partnership with the Bloomsburg Theatre Ensemble’s TreeFest. This year’s competition – free to enter and open to all ages – drew over 40 imaginative gingerbread creations from local youth, families, school groups, and adult community members. The gingerbread houses will be displayed at TreeFest (hosted at the historic Caldwell Consistory) from November 28 through December 7th. The event showcased amazing edible art by local artisans and kid hobbyists alike, delighting TreeFest visitors with the sights and sweet smells of gingerbread artistry.

Over the years, the gingerbread competition has grown so popular that it outgrew the Children’s Museum’s own space. Partnering with BTE’s annual TreeFest provided a larger venue and an opportunity to reach a wider audience. 

“We’re thrilled to partner with TreeFest to host our gingerbread house competition,” said Dr. Ginny Weibel, Executive Director of the Bloomsburg Children’s Museum. “Our contest has grown so much that we needed a bigger venue. Teaming up with TreeFest allows us to showcase these amazing creations to even more people, and it adds a sweet, creative element to this beloved community event.”

Entries in this year’s contest demonstrated extraordinary creativity and pushed the boundaries of the traditional “gingerbread house.” Creations ranged from a gingerbread checkerboard, to multiple interpretations of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater house, to a whimsical cat tree (yes, a gingerbread cat playground!), and even a dramatic scene of Godzilla rampaging through a gingerbread village. These inventive designs showed that gingerbread “houses” can take almost any form. TreeFest visitors marveled at the attention to detail and imagination on display, as each edible artwork told its own story. 

Competition Winners by Category
Winners were selected by the competition judges in each of five entry categories. First, second, and third-place prizes were awarded in each category, with some entries also earning Honorable Mentions. In addition, a special “Most Original” award was given for an exceptionally creative design. The 10th Annual Gingerbread House Competition winners are as follows:
· Children (Under 12) – 1st Place: Addison Ball; 2nd: Charlotte Ross; 3rd: Sully Harte; Honorable Mentions: Victor Troychock, Audrey Burnett.
· Student (Ages 12–17) – 1st Place: Lydia Shingler; 2nd: Makala Kitchens; 3rd: Nora Harte; Honorable Mention: Addison McCormick.
· Family/Adult – 1st Place: Debbie Semmel; 2nd: Andrea Fronsman; 3rd: Nicole Allbeck; Honorable Mention: Autumn McCormick; Most Original Design (Special Award): Eleanor Houser & family.
· Kits (Store-Bought Gingerbread Kits) – 1st Place: Lily Perry; 2nd: Evalyn Carney; 3rd: Adelyn German; Honorable Mention: Aiden German.
· Schools (High School Groups) – 1st Place: Ben Brindisi, Jellissa G., Mckenna Jasinski (group entry); 2nd: Alyssa Oman & Jennica Thomas; 3rd: Gabriel Price & Jonas Santana.
The Bloomsburg Children’s Museum congratulates all the winners and participants. 

“It’s incredible to see the creativity and community participation grow each year,” noted Weibel. “Every entry – big or small – contributes to the fun. We’re so proud of all of our gingerbread artists.” Many winners received prizes for their efforts, and of course bragging rights for the next year.

For those who missed the TreeFest display, all the winning gingerbread creations will be brought back to the Bloomsburg Children’s Museum to be displayed until December 23. Families are invited to visit the Children’s Museum to admire these award-winning gingerbread houses up close during museum hours. The Museum is open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (closed Sundays and major holidays) throughout the holiday season.

The Bloomsburg Children’s Museum (located at 2 West 7th Street, Bloomsburg) is dedicated to providing hands-on learning and fun for kids and families in the community. Admission to view the gingerbread exhibit is included with regular museum entry, and museum members get in free. The annual Gingerbread House Competition, now in its tenth year, has become a favorite tradition to inspire creativity and holiday spirit in the Bloomsburg area.

For more information, please contact the Bloomsburg Children’s Museum at (570) 389-9206 or visit the museum’s website at the-childrens-museum.org. Come celebrate the holidays with us and enjoy the sweet achievements of our local gingerbread architects.
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