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The 2024 Total Solar Eclipse is quickly approaching with the big
show happening April 8th at 3:12PM. Communities have been
preparing exciting programming for this momentous event for over a
year. If you have the chance to join one of these celebrations, please
do. Check out shoresandislandsohio.com/solar-eclipse to learn more
about the phenomena and what events are happening near you. 

In other news, we have launched our Strategic Planning process and
would like your feedback. Please consider taking our Survey. More
information can be found on Page 2. 

2024
ECLIPSE

A P R I L  8 T H

Survey  P. 2

https://www.shoresandislands.com/solar-eclipse/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XDHJ5WZ


SURVEY
TAKE OUR

The Greater Sandusky Partnership (GSP) is a business-led economic
development nonprofit dedicated to driving the economic growth and
quality of life in the Greater Sandusky region.

GSP is the result of the integration of several entities including the Erie
County Chamber of Commerce and Erie County Economic Development
Corporation (ECEDC) and other programs (e.g., Firelands Forward,
Destination Sandusky, RISE, The Helm, Huron Chamber of Commerce etc.),
which unified to leverage and maximize impact of regional economic
development work.

Currently, GSP is working on its inaugural strategic plan to help its leaders
focus its work and clarify community priorities as it pursues its mission.
GSP has engaged an outside consultant, Strategy Design Partners (SDP),
to facilitate the development of the strategic plan. SDP is engaging key
stakeholders to gain perspective on our current and future work. 

To provide feedback into the planning process, please complete the
survey using the link below. The survey is anonymous and should take you
8-10 minutes to complete.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XDHJ5WZ

Thank you for your continued support of GSP's mission and for assisting us
in setting our course moving forward.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XDHJ5WZ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XDHJ5WZ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XDHJ5WZ


Upcoming Events

To view all events and for more information, please visit:
https://business.eriecountychamber.com/events

April 3 - 8

Total Eclipse of
SUNdusky

Learn More

An event of celestial
proportions is coming to

Sandusky two months from
today. A Total Solar Eclipse
will occur across the city’s

sky on April 8, 2024.

Wednesday, Apr. 3
7:45am - 9:00am

Impact of Alzheimer’s
Disease Forum

Learn More

This forum will be an
opportunity to connect with
others who are passionate

about addressing
Alzheimer's and to become
empowered to take action.

Monday, Apr. 8
12:00pm - 4:00pm

Sandusky Mall Eclipse
Viewing Party

Learn More

Music, giveaways and
games! Includes a free
pair of eclipse viewing

glasses

Tuesday, Apr. 13
10:00am - 2:00pm

Job Fair Expo

Learn More

Looking for your next
career opportunity? The

Job Fair Expo 2024 is
open to the public. 

Friday, Apr. 12
8:00am - 1:00pm

BGSU Firelands Small
Business Symposium

Learn More

Join us for the 3rd Annual
BGSU Firelands Small
Business Symposium

featuring Keynote Speaker
Mike Crawford from the Hall

of Fame Village.

Saturday, Apr. 13
1:00pm - 3:00pm

Serving Our Seniors
Spring Show

Learn More

Join us for the American
Bandstand Show featuring

19 incredible acts!

Wednesday, Apr. 17
5:00pm - 6:30pm

Spaghetti Dinner

Learn More

Join The Commons of
Providence for a Spaghetti

Dinner for Walk to End
Alzheimers

Friday, Apr. 19
10:00am - 2:00pm

Senior Wellness Expo

Learn More

Featuring experts in
physical, mental, and

financial health who will be
on hand to answer

questions

Saturday, Apr. 20
6:00pm - 9:00pm

NAMI Colors of Emotion

Learn More

First annual art competition
fundraiser featuring local

artists, speakers and
entertainment

https://business.eriecountychamber.com/events
https://www.eriecountychamber.com/business-hall-of-fame/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1550263385827037
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https://www.eriecountychamber.com/business-hall-of-fame/
https://www.eriecountychamber.com/business-hall-of-fame/
https://www.eriecountychamber.com/business-hall-of-fame/


At the

Stories you may have missed...

Read the full story at www.thehelmsandusky.com

Spend only a few minutes looking at the renderings for the planned Waterwood Resort

in Vermilion and it becomes easy to lose yourself in thoughts of a life there.

The quartz countertops and waterfall islands.

The inviting communal pool, surrounded by lots of comfortable-looking outdoor

furniture.

And, of course, the Lake Erie views from living rooms, balconies and rooftop decks. 

“There are so few lakefront living opportunities in Northeast Ohio in general available,

let alone new construction, so this is a very special opportunity,” says Kim Crane, the

Rocky River-based real estate agent for Howard Hanna handling the sales of

Waterwood’s townhomes and condominiums, during a recent phone interview. “There’s

just so little lake frontage available – this is a really nice community that’s coming

together.

https://www.thehelmsandusky.com/features/waterwood.aspx
https://toftdairy.com/
https://thewaterwoodresort.com/
https://toftdairy.com/
https://toftdairy.com/
https://toftdairy.com/
https://toftdairy.com/
https://toftdairy.com/
https://toftdairy.com/
https://toftdairy.com/
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https://toftdairy.com/
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WELCOME TO
THE TEAM!

PATRICK SHEPHERD 

Patrick Shepherd, a Wellington native and lifelong Ohio
resident, has played a pivotal role at the Cleveland
International Film Festival (CIFF) since 2001, rising to
Associate Director in 2006. He has overseen fundraising,
community engagement, and media relations, contributing
significantly to CIFF's growth. His extensive community
involvement includes leadership roles in the Leadership
Cleveland Class and advocacy work, recognized with awards
such as the 2007 Human Rights Campaign Leadership Award.
With a bachelor’s degree in history and political science from
Bowling Green State University, he plans to make his
downtown Sandusky condo his year-round home, reflecting
his deep connection to the area.

Director of Membership Services & Engagement

RYAN DILLARD

Ryan Dillard joins the Greater Sandusky Partnership as Chief
Operating Officer. Leveraging his career in project management,
development, and operations, he will provide strategic
direction, operational oversight, and the effective
implementation of GSP's mission [to improve economic vitality
and quality of life in the Sandusky region]. Ryan and his family
committed to making Sandusky their full-time home after
witnessing the growth and vision for the community as part-time
residents. Since that time, he has served as Corporate Manager
of Project Development for Cedar Fair, including the
development of local projects such as the Cedar Point Sports
Center, BGSU RAAM School, and Sawmill Creek Resort.
Additionally, Ryan currently serves on the Board of Directors for
Sandusky Central Catholic School, where he also coaches youth
baseball and basketball.

Chief Operating Officer



Building a Stronger Connection 
from Columbus to Our Region

On Thursday, March 28th, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) facilitated a Listening
Session to inform the Ohio Transportation Strategic Analysis. Leaders from our region gathered
to share ideas and advocate for more efficient and safer travel South to North.

The Ohio House of Representatives recently
passed a historic transportation budget,
allocating $10 million for the Strategic
Transportation and Development Analysis.
This initiative aims to assess Ohio's current
and future transportation needs over the
next 10, 20, and 30 years, resulting in
actionable recommendations to support
statewide economic growth. One of the key
objectives is to improve highway connections
between Columbus and Sandusky. State
Representative D.J. Swearingen, serving the
89th District, played a pivotal role in
inserting a provision into the transportation
bill to explore enhancing the road connection
between Sandusky and Columbus.

Enhancing transportation infrastructure
between Columbus and Sandusky holds
immense potential for job growth, economic
development, and improved safety.
Currently, drivers from Erie County face
challenges with limited-access freeways,
unlike those from Cleveland who can easily
access Columbus via Interstate 71. By
prioritizing this connection, we can unlock
opportunities for businesses and residents
alike, facilitating easier access to customers
and distributors throughout the state.

The GSP in convening local stakeholders and
will continue to advocate for this crucial
initiative. 



Huron Public Library’s Youth
Department and Circulation
Renovation is underway! 

Be aware of changes in where
you check out books/pick up
holds, and other services.
Staff can help answer
questions and point in the
right direction.







This forum will be an opportunity to connect with others who are passionate about
addressing Alzheimer's and to become empowered to take action. Whether you are a
caregiver, healthcare professional, community leader, or someone interested in
learning more about Alzheimer's, your presence and contributions are invaluable.

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION
Research and Treatment: Hear from experts in the field about the latest
advancements in Alzheimer's research and potential treatment options.
Community Action: Brainstorm ideas and initiatives to raise awareness, provide
support, and make a difference in the lives of those affected by Alzheimer's in our
community.
PANELISTS

Alzheimer's disease affects millions of individuals worldwide, and its prevalence
continues to grow. As a community, it is crucial that we come together to learn about

this disease, share experiences, and explore ways to make a positive impact.
 

Please join us for

The Impact of Alzheimer’s Disease in Our Community
 Wednesday, April 3, 2024

7:45-9:00am
Sandusky Yacht Club

529 E. Water St. 
Light refreshments will be served

Click here to register by April 1
or contact

Erica Parnisari: elparnisari@alz.org
419.216.2973

Camren Harris, 
Ohio Public Policy,
Alzheimer’s Association

Sue Daugherty,
Executive Director,
Serving Our Seniors 

Peter Schade, 
Health Commissioner,
Erie Co. Health Dept.



Music Festival Schedule:

The Total Eclipse of SUNdusky Schedule:

Provided by

APRIL
3-8TH
2024

Wednesday, April 3rd 

When Day Become Dusk | 6:00 PM (doors open at 5:00)
Educational presentation by Senior Astronomer, Nick Anderson,
from the Cleveland Museum of Natural History (tickets required)
Sponsored by the Erie County Community Foundation

Thursday, April 4th 

Jeepclipse: A Celebration of 4x4s on April 4  | 4:00 - 8:00 PM

Friday, April 5th 

Little Shop of Horrors Movie Screening | 7:00 PM 
Pavilion Plant Takeover with the Friends of the Sandusky Greenhouse | 4:00 - 8:00PM

Saturday, April 6th 

Vendor Market | 12:00 - 7:00 PM 
Music Festival 
Twilight: Eclipse Movie Screening | 7:00 PM 

Sunday, April 7th 

Vendor Market | 12:00 - 7:00 PM 
Music Festival 

Monday, April 8th 

Vendor Market | 12:00 - 7:00 PM 
Music Festival 

TOTAL ECLIPSE | 3:12 PM

Saturday, April 6th

12 pm  |  The Flyin Jays      2pm  |  SWAGG      5pm  |  The Kinsman Dazz Band

Sunday, April 7th

12pm |  Steve Brownell     2pm  |  Follow the Sun     5pm  |  Killer Flamingos 

Monday, April 8th 

12pm  |  The Menus

ALL EVENTS ARE
FREE & OPEN TO

THE PUBLIC

***When Day Becomes Dusk event on April 3 will take place at the Cedar Point
Sports Center and all other events will be on the Jackson Street Pier.

https://cityofsandusky.com/Eclipse
https://cityofsandusky.com/Eclipse








TakE Your
Business
To The Next
Level

“As a small business
owner, it is important to
continue learning and stay
on top of trends. This
event is an opportunity to
do so.” 
-2023 Attendee

Featuring six breakout sessions from local experts...

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION
by Michael Crawford

President & CEO for Hall of Fame
Resort & Entertainment Company

REGISTER NOW

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/b7pmac5/lp/19826a52-df47-4d3a-beb1-a36f3143d14c?mode=preview&source_id=5e1cc8c6-9fb2-47d8-b0c5-1ba01e684d1d&source_type=em&c=%24%7BContact.encryptedContactId%7D&fbclid=IwAR0j_lwszNE7VKKEU2LWu6z7Ix9Xy8Vdow-DsjnBSvqEmy0Zw5cHXjG8MK8_aem_ASAfxSZpBtXhigSf08lxmQdDEffloWQzvNHgvnLSPrxBW4sTjhZSRG6g9ljtg4Kq2TnG1yB0euciGSRgwGzp3Wv_
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/b7pmac5/lp/19826a52-df47-4d3a-beb1-a36f3143d14c?mode=preview&source_id=5e1cc8c6-9fb2-47d8-b0c5-1ba01e684d1d&source_type=em&c=%24%7BContact.encryptedContactId%7D&fbclid=IwAR0j_lwszNE7VKKEU2LWu6z7Ix9Xy8Vdow-DsjnBSvqEmy0Zw5cHXjG8MK8_aem_ASAfxSZpBtXhigSf08lxmQdDEffloWQzvNHgvnLSPrxBW4sTjhZSRG6g9ljtg4Kq2TnG1yB0euciGSRgwGzp3Wv_


S E R V I N G  O U R  S E N I O R S  S P R I N G  S H O W

1 9  I N C R E D I B L E  A C T S !

American Bandstand Show

DATE: Saturday, April 13th, 2024 

Time: Doors open at 1pm, Showtime from 1:30pm - 3pm 

Location: SANDUSKY HIGH SCHOOL, 2130 Hayes Ave. Sandusky

“Meet the Starts” reception immediately after the show

All tickets are sold in advance

NO tickets are sold at the door the day of show

$20.00/person
ALL SALES ARE FINAL

Purchase tickets at Serving Our Seniors, 310 E. Boat Street, Sandusky

Or purchase over the phone by calling 419-624-1856. Ask for Brenda











https://huronchamber.com/events/calendar/?fbclid=IwAR2N7fPxA7g3WWvPj5uclZIxFbIsYPnAvi97LPOTnE3GppD5nZRS-hVFJUE_aem_ASCoFTkVEs6w3EVoDkfQi-gjbhTVw9OYSajFN7NobvKm5-YQsLwAy8cu4UTkVHhR71Zc8dWHgH7VtUTYbKmHSgAb#id=122&cid=1877&wid=701


 Mother’s

Day Brunch

F L O W E R  B O U Q U E T  B U I L D I N G  &  L I V E  M U S I C

Join us for an enchanting Mother's Day
celebration that promises a delightful fusion of
food, creativity, and music! Indulge in a flavor-
packed brunch featuring a wide array of unique
dishes. Then, embrace your creative side in our
Flower Bouquet Workshop, where you and your

special guest will have the chance to design a
personalized bouquet with a vast assortment of
fresh and vibrant flowers at your disposal. Take
your masterpiece home with you as a cherished

memento and token of beauty.

Castalia Farms, 7101
Heywood Road,

Castalia, OH, 44824

10:30am to
12:30pm 

Date:

Location:

Time:

Saturday, May 11th,
2024 

Ticket Price: $79.00 per person

REGISTER
NOW













https://www.huronlakefrontmarket.com/


Membership Benefits: 
Small Business Health Benefits

The Erie County Chamber of Commerce has partnered with the Council of Smaller Enterprises (COSE)
and Medical Mutual to offer a new type of health insurance coverage for our member businesses, titled
the Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangement (MEWA). This coverage is available for businesses with 50 or
fewer employees, including business owners with no employees. 

What the COSE Benefit Plan Offers:

Attract & Retain Talent
Ensure your most valuable
employees are satisfied with both
their job and their compensation
package to increase longevity and
retention. 

Gain Tax Savings
Employers and employees pay less for
health insurance when it is purchased
at a group level because it is paid for
with pre-tax dollars. 

Network Access Benefits
Group health plans often have access
to large networks of doctors and
hospitals compared to an individual
plan on the public exchange. 

Get Broker Help
A broker can guide you through the
process and help you find the best
health plan for you and your
employees. 

One-Stop Shop
Dental, vision, group life, accidental
death and dismemberment insurance
and short-term disability can be
added to your health insurance plan. 

Cost Savings
In addition to health insurance, as a
Chamber member, you can take
advantage of savings on electricity
and natural gas, office supplies,
workers comp and more.

To learn more or sign up for this benefit
package, contact the Erie County Chamber of
Commerce at info@eriecountychamber.com



Follow Us on Social Media!

604 W. Washington St. 
Sandusky, OH 44870
(419) 625-6421
https://eriecountychamber.com
info@eriecountychamber.com

Eric Wobser
CEO, Greater Sandusky Partnership
ewobser@greatersandusky.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

https://www.facebook.com/eriecountychamberofcommerce
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/
https://www.fourpeaksgreenhouse.com/
http://www.gallowaybrothersinc.com/
https://c1stllc.com/
https://www.mpsolutions.sandler.com/
https://cafely.com/pages/about-us
https://eriecountychamber.com/

