
Bylaws of the 
Blue Ridge Association of REALTORS®

(Amended October 2020) 
(additional updates approved October 2023) 
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Section 1. The territorial jurisdiction of the Association as a Member of the NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® is the Counties of Frederick, Warren and Clarke and the 
independent localities of Winchester, Front Royal and Berryville in the State of Virginia. 
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ARTICLE I - NAME 

Section  1. Name. The name of this organization shall be the Blue Ridge Association of 
REALTORS®, Incorporated, hereinafter referred to as the "Association." 
Section  2. REALTORS®. Inclusion and retention of the Registered Collective Membership Mark 
REALTORS® in the name of the Association shall be governed by the Constitution and Bylaws of 
the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® as from time to time amended. 

ARTICLE II - OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the Association are: 
Section  1. To unite those engaged in the recognized branches of the real estate profession for the 
purpose of exerting a beneficial influence upon the profession and related interests. 

Section  2. To promote and maintain high standards of conduct in the real estate profession as 
expressed in the Code of Ethics of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®. 
Section  3. To provide a unified medium for real estate owners and those engaged in the real estate 
profession whereby their interests may be safeguarded and advanced. 
Section  4. To further the interests of home and other real property ownership. 
Section  5. To unite those engaged in the real estate profession in this community with the 
VIRGINIA REALTORS® and the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®, thereby 
furthering their own objectives throughout the state and nation and obtaining the benefits and 
privileges of membership therein. (Amended 8/1 7) 
Section  6. To designate, for the benefit of the public, individuals authorized to use the terms 
REALTOR® and REALTORS® as licensed, prescribed, and controlled by the NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®. 

ARTICLE III - JURISDICTION 
 

Section  2. Territorial jurisdiction is defined to mean: (a) The right and duty to control the use of the 
terms REALTOR® and REALTORS®, subject to the conditions set forth in these Bylaws and 
those of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®, in return for which the 
Association agrees to protect and safeguard the property rights of the National Association in the 
terms. 

ARTICLE IV - MEMBERSHIP 
Section  1. There shall be six (6) classes of members as follows: 
(a) REALTOR® Members. REALTOR® Members, whether primary or secondary shall be:



(2) Individuals who are engaged in the real estate profession other than as sole proprietors,
partners, corporate officers, or branch office managers and are associated with a REALTOR®
member and meet the qualifications set out in Article V.
(3) Franchise REALTOR® Membership. Corporate officers (who may be licensed or
unlicensed) of a real estate brokerage franchise organization with at least one-hundred fifty
(150) franchisees located within the United States, its insular possessions and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, elected to membership pursuant to the provisions in the NAR
Constitution and Bylaws. Such individuals shall enjoy all of the rights, privileges and obligations
of REALTOR® membership (including compliance with the Code of Ethics) except:
obligations related to association-mandated education, meeting attendance, or indoctrination
classes or other similar requirements; the right to use the term REALTOR® in connection
with their franchise organization's name; and the right to hold elective office in the local
association, state association and National Association.
(4) Primary and secondary REALTOR® Members. An individual is a primary member if the
Association pays state and National dues based on such Member. An individual is a secondary
Member if state and National dues are remitted though another association. One of the
principals in a real estate firm must be a Designated REALTOR® member of the Association in
order for licensees affiliated with the firm to select the Association as their "primary"
Association.

(5) Designated  REALTOR® Members. Each firm (or office in the case of
firms with multiple office locations) shall designate in writing one REALTOR® Member who 
shall be responsible for all duties and obligations of Membership including the obligation 
to 
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(1) Individuals who, as sole proprietors, partners, corporate officers, or branch office managers, 
are engaged actively in the real estate profession, including buying, selling, exchanging, renting or 
leasing, managing, appraising for others for compensation, counseling, building, developing or 
subdividing real estate, and who maintain or are associated with an established real estate office 
in the state of  Virginia or a state contiguous thereto. All persons who are partners in a 
partnership, or all officers in a corporation who are actively engaged in the real estate profession 
within the state or a state contiguous thereto shall qualify for REALTOR® Membership only, 
and each is required to hold REALTOR® Membership (except as provided in the following 
paragraph) in an association of REALTORS® within the state or a state contiguous thereto, 
unless otherwise qualified for Institute Affiliate Membership, as described in Section 1 (b) of 
Article IV.
In the case of a real estate firm, partnership, or corporation, whose business activity is 
substantially all commercial, only those principals actively engaged in the real estate business in 
connection with the same office, or any other offices within the jurisdiction of the association in 
which one of the firm's principals holds REALTOR® membership, shall be required to hold 
REALTOR® membership unless otherwise qualified for Institute Affiliate Membership as 
described in Section 1 (b) of Article IV. (Amended 1/01) ; Amended 8/17) 
NOTE: REALTOR® Members may obtain membership in a "secondary" association in another 
state. 
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arbitrate pursuant to Article 17 of the Code of Ethics and the payment of Association dues as 
established in Article X of the Bylaws. The "Designated REALTOR®" must be a sole 
proprietor, partner, corporate officer, or branch office manager acting on behalf of the firm's 
principal(s) and must meet all other qualifications for REALTOR® Membership established in 
Article V, Section 2, of the Bylaws. (Amended 8/17) 
(6) Life Member status may be gtanted to recognize and reward those members who have made
significant long-term contributions to the REALTOR® organization at the local, state and/or
national level. Candidates for Life Membership status must have been a continuous member of
the Blue Ridge Association of REALTORS® for period of at least thirty (30) years. Any
member may nominate someone for Life Member status. Election to Life Member status shall
be at the sole discretion of the Board of Directors. Life Members will be excused from paying
dues to the Blue Ridge Association of REALTORS®; however, they will have to pay Virginia
REALTORS® and National Association ofREALTORS® dues to maintain their REALTOR® 
status. (Amended 8/17) 

(b) Institute Affiliate Members. Institute Affiliate Members shall be individuals who hold a
professional designation by an Institute, Society, or Council affiliated with the NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® that addresses a specialty area other than residential brokerage
or individuals who otherwise hold a class of membership in such Institute, Society or Council that
confers the right to hold office. Any such individual, if otherwise eligible, may elect to hold
REALTOR® or REALTOR®-ASSOCIATE membership, subject to payment of applicable dues
for such membership.
(c) Affiliate Members. Affiliate Members shall be real estate owners and other individuals or firms
who, while not engaged in the real estate profession as defined in paragtaphs (a) or (b) of this
Section, have interests requiring information concerning real estate, and are in sympathy with the
objectives of the Association.
Licensed or certified appraisers who are licensed or certified by an appropriate regulatory agency and 
are engaged in the appraisal of real property and are interested in the comparable and statistical 
information of the Association and do not wish to hold REALTOR® membership. 
(d) Public Service Members. Public Service Members shall be individuals who are interested in the 
real estate profession as employees of or affiliated with educational, public utility, governmental or 
other similar organizations, but are not engaged in the real estate profession on their own account or 
in association with an established real estate business.
(e) Honorary Members. Honorary Members shall be individuals not engaged in the real estate
profession who have performed notable service for the real estate profession, for the Association, or
for the public.
(f) Student Members. Student Members shall be individuals who are seeking an undergtaduate or
gtaduate degtee with a specialization or major in real estate at institutions of higher learning, and
who have completed at least two (2) years of college and at least one (1) college-level course in real
estate, but are not engaged in the real estate profession on their own account or not associated with
an established real estate office.
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ARTICLE V - QUALIFICATION AND ELECTION 

Section 1. Application 
(a) An application for membership shall be made in such manner and form as may be prescribed by 
the Board of Directors and made available to anyone requesting it. The application form shall 
contain among the statements to be signed by the applicant. (1) that applicant agrees as a condition 
to membership to thoroughly familiarize himself with the Code of Ethics of the NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®, the Constitutions, Bylaws, and Rules and Regulations of the 
Association, the State and National Associations, and if elected a Member, will abide by the 
Constitutions and Bylaws and Rules and Regulations of the Association, State and National 
Associations, and if a REALTOR® Member, will abide by the Code of Ethics of the NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® including the obligation to arbitrate and mediate controversies 
arising out of real estate transactions as specified by Article 17 ofthe Code of Ethics, and as further 
specified in the Code of Ethics and Arbitration Manual of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
REALTORS®, as from time to time amended, and (2) that applicant consents that the Association, 
through its Membership Committee or otherwise, may invite and receive information and comment 
about applicant from any Member or other persons, and that applicant agrees that any information 
and comment furnished to the Association by any person in response to the invitation shall be 
conclusively deemed to be privileged and not form the basis of any action for slander, libel, or 
defamation of character. The applicant shall, with the form of application, have access to a copy of 
the Bylaws, Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and Code ofEthics referred to above. (Amended 
11/11) 

Section 2. Qualification 
(a) An applicant for REALTOR® Membership who is a sole proprietor, partner, corporate officer, 

or branch office manager of a real estate firm shall supply evidence satisfactory to the_ 
Association thtough its Membership Committee or staffthat he/she is actively engaged in the 
real estate profession, and maintains a current, valid real estate broker's or salesperson's license 
or is licensed or certified by an appropriate state regulatory agency to engage in the appraisal of 
real property, has a place of business within the state or a state contiguous thereto (unless a 
secondary member), has no record of recent or pending bankruptcy"', has no record of official 
sanctions involving unprofessional conduct"*, agrees to complete a course of instruction 
covering the Bylaws and Rules and Regulations of the Association, the Bylaws of the State 
Association, and the Constitution and Bylaws and Code of Ethics of the NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®, and shall pass such reasonable and nondiscriminatory 
written examination thereon, as may be required by the Committee, and shall agree that if 
elected to membership, he/she will abide by such Constitution, Bylaws, Rules and Regulations, 
and Code of Ethics. (,Amended 8/17) 

* No recent or pending bankruptcy is intended to mean that the applicant or any real estate firm in 
which the applicant is a sole proprietor, general partner, corporate officer, or branch office manager, 
is not involved in any pending bankruptcy or insolvency proceedings or, has not been adjudged 
bankrupt in the past thtee (3) years. Ifa bankruptcy proceeding as described above exists, 
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