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J‘s IMASKO LAW

Dedicated to Elder Law Solutions.

With 98 years combined legal experience, Simasko Law has helped
numerous Southeastern Michigan families with Elder Law Solutions.

W E W E I_C O M E YO U R — Wealth Preservation

— Estate Planning

CLIENT REFERRALS s

_— — Wills & Trust
— Medicaid Planning
586-468-6793 — VA Benefits
Referral Fees Guaranteed. — Social Security Planning

319 Northbound Gratiot Avenue . Mount Clemens, Ml 48043 . simaskolaw.com
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Team Strength

By Ryan Zemke, President of the Macomb Bar Association

“The strength of the team is each individual member. The strength

of each member is the team.”

Several past MCBA Presidents have reached out
to welcome me but also to give me a few warnings. Aside
from being warned about the joy of authoring a monthly
BarBriefs article, the main thing that I was warned about
was being ready for whatever curveballs got thrown your
way during your term. You would never know what
was coming or when it was coming but as President you
would be the one who gets to weather the storm as the
head of the association. For me, the first pitch I saw as
President would turn out to be that curveball.

As the 95th President of the Macomb County
Bar Association my term begins with no Executive
Director in place for the first time in over 2 decades.
The knowledge and experience of someone who
had been in place since I was in high school cannot
be replaced overnight and will be no small task.
Undoubtedly, there will be some bumps in the road as
the board begins to search for a replacement. However,
as an association it is my absolute belief that we can take
this curveball and hit a home run - taking the Macomb
County Bar Association to new heights and exploring
new and exciting opportunities together.

I grew up in the Chicago area in the 90s, so I
was naturally a huge Chicago Bulls fan as my childhood
included watching Michael Jordan in his prime (sorry
Pistons fans). Former Bulls coach Phil Jackson once said,
“The strength of the team is each individual member.
The strength of each member is the team.” I believe
this is also true when it comes to the bar association.
Each of you joined the bar association for a different
reason. Each of you have benefitted in different ways
from your membership. Each of you provides benefits
to other members in ways that you may not even realize.
Together we are more but individually we are all amazing
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— Phil Jackson

in our own right (even if some of you don’t recognize
that yet). Everyone has a role in the organization, and
everyone has a voice that deserves to be heard.

As we move forward together as an association,
I, as well as the board, will need the feedback and
assistance of our full membership so that we can create
a future for the organization that best represents who
we are and who we want to be. We have an incredible
opportunity to work together to strengthen the
bar association and adapt to changes so that future
generations can benefit for many years to come. If you
loved things that have occurred in the past — we want to
hear about it. If you see opportunities for improvement
— we want to hear about it. Each of you brings value to
the profession and each of you brings value to the team
that we call the bar association.

The entire board, me included, wants to hear the
good, the bad, and the ugly so that we can get to work
pursuing our mission and working with the membership
to accomplish goals. Each member has taken a different
path and has gone through different experiences. By
sharing your unique perspective, we are able to move
the bar association forward in ways that each board
member may have never considered without your

individual feedback.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to the board
(many have already done so) and discuss things. We may
not always be able to tell you what you want to hear, nor
can we always make everyone happy, but I assure you
that we are listening and feedback from membership is a
constant part of the conversation at board meetings and
is highly valuable. Ilook forward to entering this next
chapter together with all of you and wish you all the best
in the coming bar year.

August 2023



Macomb County Prosecutor Ties
Office Record For National Awards

From the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office

NATIOMNAL N ACO
ASSOCIATION
o COUNTIES o
*tf:.%\\‘

Prosecutor Peter J. Lucido’s office received an

impressive seven Achievement Awards from the National

Association of Counties (NACo) - tying the record set
by the office last year for the most awards the county

prosecutor’s office has ever received at one time!

“This national recognition shows remarkable
progress is taking place in the Macomb County
Prosecutor’s Office where significant and positive
changes continue,” said Macomb County Commission
Chairman Don Brown.

The awards honor
innovative, effective county
government programs that
strengthen services for residents.
Until last year, it was at least
13 years since the Prosecutor’s
Office received this national

recognition, according to the

NACo Web site.

“As the chair of the
Records and Public Safety
Committee, I am thrilled to
witness the incredible progress

and achievements taking place
within the Macomb County
Prosecutor’s Office. It is truly
remarkable to see how this office is making great strides,”
said County Commissioner Joseph V. Romano.

The recent achievement awards continue the
Macomb County Prosecutor’s path towards becoming
one of the leaders in using technology to enhance
Michigan law enforcement.
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“I am thrilled to witness
the incredible progress
and achievements taking
place within the
Macomb County
Prosecutor’s Office.”

— County Commissioner Joseph V. Romano

Since its inception in 1970, the NACo’s annual
Achievement Awards program has been dedicated to
recognizing county government innovations. Each
nominee is judged on its own merits, emphasizing the
individual impact and significance of their initiatives.
The awards show the Macomb County Prosecutor’s
Ofhice exemplifies the spirit of innovation, service,
and dedication.

“Together, we celebrate these achievements as a
reflection of our collective commitment to serving and
protecting the residents of
our county. These accolades
stand as a testament to
the remarkable efforts and
dedication of our assistant
prosecutors and staff] said
Macomb County Prosecutor
Peter J. Lucido. “We are in
an environment conducive
to innovation and excellence,
allowing us to implement
groundbreaking programs
and initiatives that positively

impact our community.”

The prosecutor’s office
received 2023 National
Association of Counties Achievement awards in the
category of Criminal Justice and Public Safety for
the following:

1. Death case dashboard improves administration of
cases involving death.

2. Paperless victim rights requests improve service.

MACOMBBAR.ORG
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3. Payment processing tech improves criminal case
« . . . . » .
discovery digital media fee” processing.

4. Prosecutor converts digital evidence platform to staff
training platform.

5. Prosecutors streamline access to justice with

electronic victim advocate assistance requests.

6. Technology pushes instant warrant and courtroom
manual updates to assistant prosecutors.

7. Weekend warrant authorization improved with jail
duty tracker.

The programs recognized by the NACo

Achievement Awards are not the only improvements

Prosecutor Lucido has made since January 2021. In

addition to successfully prosecuting crimes throughout the

county, other progress includes:

¢ Child support collections increased.

Prosecutor Lucido’s office increased focus to collect child
support from parents who owe $5,000 or more. Thanks
to support from the County Commission and County
Executive, the office collected over $100,000 so far this
year for the direct benefit of Macomb County children.

* Mental health assessments sought as a condition of
bond in gun crime cases.

With this first-in-Michigan policy to seek mental health
assessments as part of bond in all gun crime cases,
Prosecutor Lucido recognizes that some defendants
struggle with mental health issues, which might be
addressed through early identification and provision

of appropriate services before defendants get an
opportunity to commit another crime with a gun.

* School threats are taken seriously.
Prosecutor Lucido has authorized several school threat

PROVIDING ARBITRATION,
FACILITATION, MEDIATION,
AND RECEIVERSHIP SERVICES
IN THE TRI-COUNTY AREA

ARMAND VELARDO, ESQ.
RUGGIRELLO, VELARDO,
BURKE, REIZEN & FOX, P.C.
65 Southbound Gratiot
Mount Clemens, M| 48043
Office: (586) 469-8660
Cell: (586) 918-3380
avelardo@rvnvlaw.com
www.rvnvlaw.com

Specializing in Commercial
Litigation, Family Law, and
Trusts and Estates
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cases. “We promise to prosecute every one of these
threats,” said Lucido.

¢ Conviction Integrity Unit exoneration.

This unit investigates claims of innocence to determine
whether there is clear and convincing new evidence

that the convicted defendant was not the person who
committed the offense and to review claims of factual
innocence based on new evidence. Thanks to support
for this unit from the County Commission and County
Executive, a person was exonerated this year.

* Major Crimes Unit launched.

Prosecutor Lucido organized the top-ranked assistant
prosecutors to focus on major crimes, and train more
APAs to handle these types of cases.

* Warrant Appeals Unit launched.

Victims and law enforcement ofhicials are now given
the right to have a second set of eyes to review cases
where charges are denied, the first known unit of its
kind in the state.

* Digital Evidence Management platform
implemented.

With more than 400,000 pieces of digital evidence in
the system, the volume of digital evidence is higher
than it’s ever been, and keeps increasing. Police agencies
now upload digital evidence, the Prosecutor’s Ofhice
reviews it, and defense lawyers can directly download
the evidence.

* More interns equals more justice.

Prosecutor Lucido hosted over 200 law school and
college interns, so far! Michigan Court Rules allow

law students this exciting opportunity to handle court
hearings under supervision, which helps the office move
cases forward more quickly.

* Paperless crime victim rights.

Prosecutor Lucido implemented the county’s first
paperless system for crime victims to request rights and
notification. Crime victims may now request victim
information via text message, or entirely online via the
Prosecutor’s Office Website.

* Providing police training.

Prosecutor Lucido regularly sends assistant prosecutors
to every police agency in Macomb County to provide
training, including updates on recent court cases.

August 2023



GET DAVID GET PAID

(Your Referral Fee)

AUTO ACCIDENT INJURY
REFERRALS

Referral Fees Guaranteed
in Writing

C. FEMMININEO

_ Femminineo Law
Call or text DAVID directly 24/7 with your referral

986.940.1555

NETwoRKING | VISIBILITY | EDUCATION | ADVOCATING | DISCOUNTS | CREDIBIerY

Renew your membershlp today at MacombBar org




Mediation. Arbitration. Independent Investigations.

Decades of Experience From Both Sides of Employment Litigation

B P

Donald Gasiorek, Sam Morgan,

Raymond Carey, and David Kotzian.
Recognized for Excellencein 2021
for Employment Litigation

by Super Lawyers, and

U.S. News and World Report
“Best Law Firms” and

rated “A-V Preeminent”

by Martindale-Hubbell.

GAS IORE K MO RGAN Toll Free: 888.421.9704

LAWYERS FOR THE WORKPLACE Local: 248.865.0001

FARMINGTON HILLS | STERLING HEIGHTS | DOWNRIVER www.work-lawyers.com

Judge Switalski’s 30+ years
of judicial experience allows
him to unlock solutions for
some of the toughest legal cases
mediated in Metro Detroit.

ADR with Judge Switalski
places skill, empathy, knowledge
of the courtroom and integrity

at the center of your case.

A L A A Switalski Law:
e NMark S. Switalski (Ret) 586-493-9000

Medhiation; Faeilitation & Arbitration

mark @switalskilaw.com | switalskilaw.com
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Three Former Detroit Lions Help
Macomb Bar Kick Off Book Club

By Steve Steinhardt, Wayne County Asstistant Prosecutor

By the time you are reading this, the NFL pre-season will be
under way. The days will be getting shorter, the air starting to cool,
leaves beginning to change color, the children will be going back to
school, and the smell of cider and apples be in the air.

And then, perhaps the best part of fall...
FOOTBALL SEASON'!

Three former Detroit Lions will help the
Macomb Bar kick off the re-established book
club at Barnes & Noble. Keith Dorney, attorney
Rich Strenger, and Ron Rubick are all scheduled
to be present. This year will be especially exciting
as the Detroit Lions have re-built what should
be a winning team, with a real chance to make
the playoffs after a strong second half of the
season last year. The NFL season kicks off
Thursday, September 7, with the Lions taking on
the Super Bowl Champion Kansas City Chiefs
in Kansas City.

To have been selected for this showcase
game demonstrates how far the Lions have
come, and how high expectations are
this season.

Black and Honolulu Blue: In the Trenches
of the NFL, by Keith Dorney

The Macomb Bar is excited, too, and all
members of the bar, their friends, family, and
all members of the public are invited to celebrate the season with this
exciting event two days before the season starts. The Macomb Bar
Book Club, which has been dormant for a few years, will resume live
sessions this fall.

As before, we will meet at the Barnes and Noble located at
14165 Hall Road, Shelby Twp., Michigan. These sessions are free and
open to the public. The books we choose will be available there, and
attendees are encouraged to read them ahead of time. However -
there’s no test! The format is more of a presentation by the guests, and
the book will also be available for purchase the day of the event.

There also will be time for discussion, questions, answers, and
book signing. Our first event will be held on Tuesday, September 5,
2023. The former Lions will be present at 6:30 p.m. to sign the books,
with the discussion starting at 7 p.m., and run for roughly an hour.
The first book is Black and Honolulu Blue: In the Trenches of the NFL,
authored by Keith Dorney, with a forward by NFL Hall of Famer
Joe Montana.

August 2023

IN THE TRENCHES OF THE NFL

Montana writes, “Even if you are not the biggest of football
fans, you'll have trouble putting it down. It is a fun, insightful, action-
acked and at times hilarious read, and it leaves you craving for more.”
p y g

Dorney was a two-time All-American
Lineman at Penn State who was drafted by the
Lions as their overall 10th pick in the first round
of the 1979 draft, after he was named to the Pro
Football Writers Association all-rookie team
that year. He played with the Lions from 1979-
1987, and was named to the Pro Bowl in 1982.

Local attorney Rich Strenger is also on
the host committee. Strenger was an All-Big Ten
Conference tackle at the University of Michigan
before being drafted by the Lions in the second
round of the 1983 draft. Strenger played with
the Lions from 1983 until 1987, and then played
one year for the Buffalo Bills in 1988.

Their teammate, tight end Ron Rubick,
is also scheduled to be present. Rubick played
at Grand Valley State and grew up in Newberry,
Michigan in the Upper Peninsula. Today, he
covers the state high school football playoffs
and the high school game of the week for
Bally Sports Media.

So come support our Detroit Lions and the Macomb Bar for
what we are sure will be an interesting and exciting event.

Hope to see you there!

COMING ATTRACTION IN OCTOBER

Our next event on October 19 will feature
longtime journalist and author Jack Lessenberry
talking about two of his recent books:

Reason vs. Racism, the story of how a newspaper
chain covered and dealt with questions of race
over a century.

Thinking About the Other Fella, the life and legacy
of a man so many of us knew, the late U.S. District
Judge Avern Cohn.

MACOMBBAR.ORG 7
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D&l Committee Is Kicking Off

Summer ‘23 Right

We are always recruiting people to the committee as we get restarted. We are planning fun and social events, inviting
esteemed members of our local legal community to speak and share, young lawyer outreach and support, and a sounding

board to ask anonymous questions on diversity and inclusion issues. Join us!

Future Meeting Schedule: “*Any location change for a future meeting will be
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month at 5:00 pm, communicated via email blast in advance™

for about 1.5 hour July 19,2023

August 16,2023
September 20, 2023
October 18,2023
November 15, 2023
December 20, 2023

Location:

O’Reilly Rancilio

12900 Hall Road, Suite 310
Sterling Heights, M1 48313

The D&&I Committee at a Recruiting Mixer on June 21, 2023 at Madison’s in Mount Clemens

10 MACOMBBAR.ORG

January 17,2024
February 21,2024
March 20, 2024
April 17,2024
May 15,2024
June 19, 2024

August 2023



FORENSIC POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS

.
J. P. Carey Consulting, Inc.
CRIMINAL SUSPECT TESTING ¢ CIVIL STATEMENT VERIFICATION
FAMILY LAW & INSURANCE ISSUES RELATED TO DIVORCE, CUSTODY, ARBITRATION

J. Paul Carey

Certified Forensic Polygraph Examiner
Retired Detective/Polygraph Examiner, Sterling Heights Police Department
Member:
American Polygraph Association
Michigan Association of Polygraph Examiners

Sterritt Office Plaza, 45100 Sterritt, Suite 102, Utica, MI 48317

(Northwest of M-59 & M-53) (586) 323-9620

NURSING HOME - ASSISTED LIVING - ADULT FOSTER CARE

ABUSE & NEGLECT

Olsman MacKenzie
Peacock & Wallace

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS

REFERRAL FEES PAID
PROMPTLY.

REGISTERED NURSES
ON STAFF.

Bedsores Head Injuries

Falls & Fractures ~ Death

Medication Errors ~ Wandering & Elopement
Choking Financial Exploitation
Restraints Amputation

PROUDLY SERVING THE
ENTIRE STATE OF MICHIGAN.

2684 W. Eleven Mile Rd. - Berkley, MI 48072 - 248-591-2300
www.nursing-homelawyers.com

Denis LeDuc

District Court Judge, Retired
drleduc586@gmail.com
586-265-5999
denisleduc.com

DENIs LEDuc, LLC

MEDIATION, FACILITATION, & ARBITRATION

12900 Hall Road,, Ste. 310
Sterling Heights, M| 48313
Office: 586-997-6484

51543 Van Dyke Av.
Shelby Twp., MI 48316
Phone: 586-265-5999

August 2023

RESULTS
MATTER

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
CATASTROPHIC INJURIES
BIRTH TRAUMA
WRONGFUL DEATH

Albert J. Dib, Esq.

Jefferson Law Center
25615 Jefferson
St. Clair Shores, Ml 48081

(586)270-4010

ADib@JeffersonLawCenter.com
www.JeffersonLawCenter.com

REFERRAL FEES HONORED
AVAILABLE TO LITIGATE PENDING CASES

MACOMBBAR.ORG
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Facilitating Remotely

O e 1]

et T Y :..‘ﬂ‘!’h

By Zoom, by Phone or by the Camaro’s WiFi
Charles Trickey I

“Bringing a balanced career to Facilitations and Arbitrations™
14 First St., Mt. Clemens trickeylawpllc@gmail.com 586-850-8336

FRASER & SOUWEIDANE ec.

Personal Injury Lawyers

Proven Results for your Client Referrals

EastsideLawyers.com ¢ 877-Eastside
12900 Hall Road, Suite 330 « Sterling Heights, Ml 48313

| i S 4, |
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3 Bone Bourbeau Law
$9.7 Million Macomb Wrongful Death Verdict (april 2023)

PERSONAL INJURY AND WRONGFUL DEATH CASES

Referral Fees Guaranteed in Writing and Promptly Honored

(586) 778-1234 www.BoneBourbeaulLaw.com

Offices in Clinton Township

You won't see our names on TV or on a Billboard
We would rather put our names on a REFERRAL FEE CHECK

We have paid referral fees in excess of

ONE MILLION DOLLARS - Twice

A third Macomb County referral lawyer received

$850,000.00

Thomas, Garvey & McKenna
Referral Based Personal Injury Practice © (586) 779-7810

MACOMBBAR.ORG 13



Macomb Bar
Family Law Spotlight

Members of the Macomb Bar Family Law section had a great time at the “Evening with the
Referees: Do’s and Dont’s of Motion Practice & Evidentiary Hearings” at Simple Palate in Warren.

Several members were in
attendance including the
Hon. Tracey A. Yokich,
Chief Referee Brian
Nicholas, Referee Rebekah
Sellers, Gregory Toler, and
Referee Jacqueline Wright.

14 MACOMBBAR.ORG August 2023



Metro Detroit Injury Law, PLLC
(downtown Mt. Clemens)

Now accepting your personal injury, wrongful
death and medical malpractice
case referrals

e Excellent verdicts and settlements since 1991
e Michigan Super Lawyer since 2011

e D Business - Top Attorneys

e  Hour Detroit - Best Personal Injury Lawyers

e American Board of Trial Advocates member

e Wayne, Oakland and Macomb case evaluator
e 18 consecutive jury trial wins

Dan Beck
dbeck@mdil.net (586) 468-6345 www.mdil.net

MCBA'’S Diversity & Inclusion

Future Meeting Schedule

Every 3rd Wednesday of the month at 5:00 pm, for about |.5 hour

Location:
O’Reilly Rancilio
12900 Hall Road, Suite 310

Sterling Heights, Ml 48313

**Any location change for a future meeting will be communicated via email blast in advance**

July 19, 2023 January 17, 2024
August 16, 2023 February 21, 2024
September 20, 2023 March 20, 2024
October 18, 2023 April 17,2024
November 15, 2023 May 15, 2024
December 20, 2023 June 19, 2024

August 2023 MACOMBBAR.ORG 15
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MACOMB BAR ASSOCIATION
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CDH

CRIMIMAL DEFENSE ATTORNEYS
¥ MICHIGAN

UPCOMING SEMINARS

REGISTRATION TYPE: MACOMB, LAPEER, ST. CLAIR unless otherwise stated

Register at https://cdam.wildapricot.org

CDAM DETROIT TIGERS
GAME DAY

August 4, 2023 4:00pm
Comerica Park
2100 Woodward Ave, Detroit, MI 48201

YOU ARE SLEEPING ON
THE SPECIALTY COURTS
(ZOOM)

August 11, 2023 11:00am
Webinar

TRIAL COLLEGE:
ADVANCED CASE
DEVELOPMENT
(IN PERSON)

August 20, 2023 5:00pm
Bay City Doubletree Hilton
REGISTRATION CODE: MOL47

CDAM 2023 FALL
CONFERENCE
(IN PERSON)

November 10, 2023 9:00am
Shanty Creek
5780 Shanty Creek Rd., Bellaire, MI
REGISTRATION CODE: MLSC45

16 MACOMBBAR.ORG

CLASSIFIED ADS

OFFICE SPACE

Available - Two large offices in a law office suite located at 19 Mile
and Garfield with 8 established attorneys. Amenities include a
full time receptionist, copier/printer/scanner/fax, telephone and
internet, secretarial units, and kitchen.

For inquiries call (586) 263-1600.

Executive / Professional office space. Individual offices and

the potential for as much as 8,000 sq. ft. of contiguous space.
Professional decorated common space includes reception, kitchen,
and conference rooms. On site basement storage available. Exterior
is colonial design with split fieldstone accents. 24825 Little Mack
Ave. St. Clair Shores, at 10 Mile. Call Bob Garvey (586) 779-7810.

Professional office space. 15’ X 13 office with windows. Professionally
decorated common space with building receptionist, four conference
rooms, copy room, kitchen and storage room above 6926 sq ft. office
space. Exterior is brick ranch. 44444 Mound Rd,, Suite 100, Sterling
Heights, MI 48314 Contact Ellen Mroczka 586-795-2375.

Private Law Offices for Lease. Starting at $ 300/ Month.
2 Crocker Blvd - Free Parking
Call Ted 586-610-7591

REFERRALS

SOCIAL SECURITY and WORKERS COMPENSATION - Casazza Law
Offices - 140 years plus of combined experience with Social Security
Disability and Workers Compensation claims. Offices in Southfield
and Mt. Clemens. Referral Fees. Call Gene Casazza at (586) 468-
4400 or email Gene@Casazzalaw.com

SERVICES

PROBATE SUPPORT SPECIALISTS, LLC is now serving as
professional fiduciaries for your clients who have no family or

are estranged from family; we accept appointments as Trustee,
Trust Director, Trust Protector, Special Needs Trustee, Durable
Power of Attorney, Health Care Power of Attorney (on a limited
basis), Conservator, Guardian (on a limited basis), and Personal
Representative; we continue to prepare pleadings for all probate
related matters, including Accountings and unique petitions as well.
Please call to discuss the particulars of your case. We are totally
insured and here to help. 586.415.0136.
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SSR ||| LAW

ELDER LAW & ESTATE PLANNING

Referral Fees Guaranteed

Medicaid | Estate Planning
Veterans Benefits | Trust Administration

Probate | Special Needs Planning

(586) 239-0871

ssrlawoffice.com

FACILITATIONS, CASE EVALUATIONS UNDER
NEW RULE 2403 & ARBITRATIONS

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

* 40 years personal injury litigation

* 18 years as a plaintiff attorney

® 22 years as a defense attorney

¢ Neutral Case Evaluator - Macomb County

* Neutral Case Evaluator - Wayne County

e AV rating by Martindale Hubbell for more than 25 years
(highest rating in both legal ability and ethics)

e Completed more than 60 civil jury trials

* Experience in auto negligence, first party cases (PIP),
general negligence, premises liability, dramshop, medical
malpractice and 1983 excessive force cases.

IMMEDIATE SCHEDULING AVAILABILITY -IN PERSON OR ZOOM
REASONABLE RATES - 39501 Garfield Rd., Clinton Twp., MI 48038 THOMAS M. LIZZA
O: (586) 225-7200 - C: (248) 563-2391 - TOMeTHOMASMLIZZAPC COM




Macomb County Bar Association
40 N. Main St., Suite 435
Mt. Clemens, Ml 48043
MacombBar.org

NETWORKING | VISIBILITY | EDUCATION | ADVOCATING | DISCOUNTS | CREDIBILITY

Renew your membership today at MacombBar.org
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