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[date]
Dear [Mr./Mrs./Ms. full name – can be sent to MPs, MLA/MPP/MHA/MNAs, and Mayors/City Councillors – change red text below accordingly],
I am writing on behalf of [Club name], an affiliate of CFUW (Canadian Federation of University Women), a national organization with 88 Clubs across Canada and over 6,700 members. Throughout our 107-year history, CFUW has worked towards equitable access to education for women and girls.
I would like to bring your attention to the matter of the education crisis in Afghanistan for women and girls. Currently, there are women and girls in Afghanistan with the same desire for learning and education that unites CFUW who are barred from accessing education due to their gender. UNESCO report that nearly 2.2 million girls have been barred from education, triggering an acute mental health crisis among women and girls, with rising levels of anxiety, hopelessness and despair.
Canada has a reputation on the global stage as a defender of human rights, and we have an opportunity to stand in defence of women and girls in Afghanistan. An erosion of human rights for people anywhere threatens the strength and security of human rights everywhere. When women and girls are barred from education, their freedom, social mobility, and contributions to their communities and the world are limited.
There is a role for each level of government to play in this regard, which is why CFUW is urging you as a [federal/provincial/municipal] representative to act on our following calls to action:
· We call on all levels of government to strengthen strategic partnerships with networks both within and beyond Afghanistan, amplifying voices in support of regular post-primary education for Afghan women and girls.
· We call on the Government of Canada to increase support for international justice mechanisms to hold the de facto authorities in Afghanistan accountable for their violations of human rights, in particular the right to education for women and girls.
· We call on all levels of government to increase their support for the women and girls of Afghanistan: by funding or continuing to fund virtual learning and teacher-training programs; and by removing barriers, such as denial of study permits, to their pursuit of education in Canada.
CFUW [Club name] would greatly appreciate you using your position to highlight the value of responding to the education crisis for women and girls in Afghanistan to [Parliament/the provincial legislature/City Council]’s attention, and we would be happy to support you in your efforts to do so. Thank you very much for your attention and support on this important matter.
Yours sincerely,
[signature]
[Name]
President, [Club name]
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Realizing potential. For all women.
LLe pouvoir par le savoir.




