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[date]
Dear [Mr./Mrs./Ms. full name – can be sent to MPs, MLA/MPP/MHA/MNAs, and Mayors/City Councillors – change red text below accordingly],
I am writing on behalf of [Club name], an affiliate of CFUW (Canadian Federation of University Women), a national organization with 89 Clubs across Canada and over 6,700 members. Throughout our 107-year history, CFUW has worked towards educational, economic, and social equality and justice for women and girls.
I would like to bring your attention to the growing threat of disinformation in Canada. Disinformation is false information that is deliberately created to cause harm. Its spread across digital platforms can undermine public trust, contribute to political polarization, and interfere with Canadians’ ability to make informed decisions. The increasing use of artificial intelligence to create and amplify false information presents new challenges in identifying and responding to disinformation.
Disinformation affects Canadians across many areas of public life, including public health and safety, climate change action, and democratic participation. It can erode trust in public institutions, intensify social divisions, and call into question the integrity of democratic processes. Disinformation also has important implications for women’s participation in public life.
There is a role for each level of government to play in this regard, which is why CFUW is urging you as a [federal/provincial/municipal] representative to act on the following calls to action:
· We call on the Government of Canada to establish an independent regulatory board, created by statute, with authority to identify, monitor and impose sanctions on the spread of disinformation across digital platforms, including the distribution and amplification of disinformation, while complying with the Charter right of freedom of expression.
· We call on provincial and territorial governments to develop, as part of the school curriculum, mandatory media literacy courses for each grade (grades K-12) that are specifically focused on disinformation, including critical thinking skills, manipulation techniques and mechanisms of dissemination.
· We call on all levels of government to develop and implement extensive and ongoing information awareness campaigns to educate the public on the dangers of disinformation, how to recognize different categories of disinformation, and how to assess the accuracy of information that is circulated on social media platforms.
· We call on the Canadian government to continue to provide various forms of financial support for legacy journalism, including both broadcast and print media, to ensure reliable information sources remain available for all Canadians.
CFUW [Club name] would greatly appreciate you using your position to highlight the value of countering misinformation in Canada to [Parliament/the provincial legislature/City Council]’s attention, and we would be happy to support you in your efforts to do so. Thank you very much for your attention and support on this important matter.
Yours sincerely,
[signature]
[Name]
President, [Club name]
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