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Past Chamber board Chairs at the special reception hosted by dr. dana Hoyt, SHSu President, held just prior to the Gala.

Welcome New Members:

• Equine Rescue of Walker County

• Sweet Dough

• The Draft Bar

• The Buttercup Cottage Boutique

• Lugenia(Genie) Ojemann-City of Huntsville

• LoneStar Outdoor Power Equipment
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merry CHrIST-
maS FrOm yOur
CHamber OFCOm-
merCe:
December 8 was an

amazing night of cele-

bration for the Chamber

of Commerce!  The

LSC Ballroom on the

Sam Houston campus,

transformed into a sea of

beautiful Christmas

lights and candles,

greenery everywhere,

was topped off with a

beautiful Christmas light show.

Celebrating eighty-three years

of service to its members, filled to capacity, the ballroom

was full of enjoyment and laughter with Chamber members

and volunteers from all across Walker County and some

folks from out of town.  Be sure to see all the photos and in-

formation in the center section of this newsletter capturing

the very special evening had by all.   There was so much to

celebrate from 2017…it has been a challenging, yet amaz-

ing year at the Huntsville-Walker County Chamber of Com-

merce.  Our membership has continued to increase by 99%,

surpassing even our expectations, our events have been

awesome, and our networking contacts reached 5 to 6 thou-

sand with visits, calls, contact, etc. 

      Truly, our committed membership has been the heart

and soul of our chamber of commerce for these past 83

years! Without your support and involvement, the services

we provide and events we execute would simply not be pos-

sible.  You are the reason we exist.  Your continued dedica-

tion to the community and economic well-being of

Huntsville and Walker County is unsurpassed and truly

makes our area an amazing place to call home.   

      As we have celebrated our 83rd anniversary this year,

our Chamber continues to be blessed with dedicated, com-
mitted sponsors. As member businesses that continually

step up and offer financial support or in-kind services, you

are truly to be commended.  The pride and personal com-

mitment you take in this community is reflected in your

selflessness and willingness to help. 

      As we reflect back over this past year, we are sincerely

grateful for all our blessings.  The Business Expo, Shot-in-

the- Dark Golf Tournament, Youth Leadership Institute,

Huntsville Leadership Institute, Diva Night, Fair on the

Square and certainly the Gala continue to be outstanding

events for our members and friends alike.  All these would

not be possible without the committed volunteers…you

are a key element to our program of work as we strive to

offer only the best to everyone. You are depended upon dur-

ing many events, and it is your assistance that often helps

put the finishing touches on special events and activities.

We are appreciative of your commitment to this community

and your desire to be part of making it the great place we

know.  For your commitment, kindness, generosity and loy-

alty we are truly thankful. 

      As the Chamber Board holds its planning retreat in Jan-

uary, led by incoming Board Chair Scott Francis, many ex-

citing details and ideas will be explored.  With this new

year about to dawn, we are also grateful to Carol Sullivan
and her leadership, along with the entire Chamber board
this past year, who were all committed to helping direct the

organization in the most positive and effective way possible.

Thanks to each of you!

      And last, but certainly not least, the committed staff at

the Chamber is the best to be found anywhere!!  They  con-

stantly work for the continued betterment of this organiza-

tion.  So, to Shannon, Laura and Gwen…you all are the

beST and the Chamber is so fortunate to have each of

you…GO Team!!
      In closing, we say thank you and extend our warmest

wishes for this very blessed season of the year.  May your

Christmas celebration and the coming year be filled with

happiness and prosperity. Working together, we can make

the holidays even brighter!! And, we can’t say thank you

enough to the membership for joining us and sharing from

their hearts their appreciation over this past year… and sup-

port for the Chamber’s 83 years of serving Huntsville and

Walker County...the Chamber is truly the “heartbeat” of

Huntsville and Walker County!  merry CHrISTmaS!  
Hugs to All, yOur Chamber President, Carol Smith

Carol Smith

Thoughts from

CarOL’S COrner

     Cork & Canvas is a
local paint and sip studio
offering instructor led
canvas painting classes
as well as custom wood
sign workshops.  Their
mission is to bring art
and entertainment to our
community through an
entertaining and stress
free atmosphere focusing
on excellent customer
service.
     Owner Shelli Weiss
shared, "It was important
for me to provide people
with something fun and
different to do with their
friends, family and co-
workers.  People can at-
tend by themselves or as part of a group.  Cork & Canvas is perfect for holiday parties,
company team building events, date nights, girls night out, showers, etc!"  
     "We are continuously adding new paintings and sign ideas.  Classes are booked online
through our website.  We also offer gift certificates.  Classes are flexible so if a class is not of-
fered on a day that works with your schedule we can move to another date on the calendar to
try and accommodate you.  Canvas workshops are 2 hours and wood sign workshops are 3
hours.  Our staff will guide you through the steps so that you leave with a painting/sign ready
to hang on the wall or give as a gift."
     Cork & Canvas provides all the materials and supplies for each project, as well as plates,
cups, napkins.  All you need to do is bring the snacks and beverages, a refrigerator is also
available for your use!  
     Cork & Canvas joined the Chamber shortly after opening because "We felt the chamber
provides many excellent opportunities to put my business in front of other chamber members
through the networking events they provide.  The exposure to the people of Huntsville-Walker
County at the Business Expo, Diva Night and Fair on the Square was a great benefit too!",
stated Shelli.
Cork & Canvas is located at 2703 Sam Houston Avenue.  You can reach them at 936-577-
4493 and book online at www.corkandcanvastx.com.
     Cork & Canvas The art of having fun!!!
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RECENT MEMBER RENEWALS
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Sandra Hanscom

marjI, LLC

region VI education Service Center

Studio 6

extreme Signs

nancy Gaertner

mark Holt, jP

Chemex modular LLC

jack Choate

Waters Construction Company, Inc.

b & b Properties

mcdonald's -Sam Houston avenue

mcdonald's - 11th avenue

Pack and Ship

Schlotzsky's 

Hat’s off to the following members who recently renewed their Chamber membership.  Marketing, advertising

and networking are just a few of the benefits of Chamber membership. We encourage everyone to shop with

Chamber members.

Ribbon Cutt ing

The draft bar
The draft bar- Has reopened in Huntsville!  They strive to provide EVERY customer with great food, amazing service

and a fun atmosphere with TV's, pool tables, games, great music, nightly events and specials.  Check out the latest news

going on by visiting their Facebook page, Instagram, or Snapchat.  Stop by their location at 2002 Sam Houston Avenue,

and check out the biggest deck in town, or give them a call at 936-755-8041.

More Gala       Photos

Gala       Photos
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Chamber 2017 Gala Celebration
Below are photos of our Chamber Board and many award winners that were honored at the event.

2017 annual Gala awards

ambaSSadOr OF THe year

joe Smith

Sponsored by 

Citizens National Bank

dIreCTOr OF THe year

Trey Wharton

Sponsored by Walker County 

Federal Credit Union

VOLunTeerS OF THe year

Lisa branch & Glenn Green

Sponsored by The Draft Bar

COmmunITy SerVICe

aWard TO OrGanIzaTIOnS

brookshire brothers

Sponsored by LearningRx

OuTSTandInG SerVICe

aWard

Faust distributing-jake Haden

Sponsored by Leadercast

Key member aWard

dava Gordy

Sponsored by First Financial Bank

Warm WeLCOme aWard

Karen denman

Sponsored by Texas Central - 

The Texas Bullet Train

SmaLL buSIneSS aWard

john mathews - 1836 Steakhouse

& mr. Hamburger

Sponsored by Prosperity Bank

majOr SPOnSOr/InVeSTOr

Wiesner, Inc. - Huntsville

Sponsored by SHSU

reTIrInG dIreCTOrS

bart davis

jennifer davis

Tammie nokes

marcus Payne

jacob Paschal

Sponsored by Heartfield Florist

mance Park Lifetime achievement award

Judge Danny Pierce

Sponsored by Huntsville ISD

Outgoing Chair, Carol Sullivan, presenting Scott Francis, Incoming Chair an award.

Ernest Bailes presenting Outgoing Board Chair Carol Sullivan a plaque.

edwin Sandhop Spirit of Huntsville award

Mac Woodard

Sponsored by First National Bank
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Presenting Sponsor

Auction SponsorDinner Sponsors:

Auction Donors
• adams Furniture

• air Handlers HVaCr, Inc.-

Lynn & Twilia Killingsworth

• alpha Omega academy

• anthem Technology

• anytime Fitness

• arnaud's 

• backwoods Candle Company-

amanda Wallace

• bahama bucks 

• barbwire barbie boutique

• barefoot Campus Outfitters

• beach bronze Tanning Salon

• bennie j’s Smoke Pit

• bernhardt Winery

• best box bakery

• best Catch Seafood

• board & brush Creative Studio

• bryan Orthodontics-Sammy bryan, ddS, Pa

• buck Commander - The robertson Family

• buddy aber & maureen mcIntyre

• The buttercup Cottage boutique

• bK Knives by bruce & Tracy Klawinski

• Camp allen Conference & retreat Center

• Carolina Creek Christian Camp

• mrC Creekside

• Carra Signature Floral

• Cinestar Cinema Huntsville

• City electric

• Classy Country Corner - Walker County

aCe Hardware Inc.

• Coburn's Supply Company, Inc.

• Community Service Credit union

• Community Service Credit union-

Carol Sullivan

• Cork & Canvas

• Coushatta Casino resort 

• Curves

• dip-Stix Graphix

• edward jones Investments-Scott Francis

• elkins Lake Golf Club

• ernst jewelers, Inc.

• etta jean's Pout House

• expert nails

• extreme Signs & rigging

• Farm Gypsies-Farmhouse Funk & junk

• Farmhouse Café

• Fat boys

• Faust distributing

• Five Loaves deli

• Forest Glen Christian Camp

• Frameworks & Gallery

• Gardner Glass Products

• H.e.b.- Huntsville

• HbI Office Solutions, Inc.-

jim & melissa Hodges

• Heartfield Florist

• Hodge Podge Lodge

• Home depot

• Homegrown marketplace

• Huntsville memorial Hospital

• Huntsville-Walker County Chamber of 

Commerce

• IFLy Indoor Skydiving in The Woodlands

• inSpire rock

• jim & Gerda Sessions 

• judge mark Holt

• K&G Capital mortgage- Tyler mcCaffety

• Kampus Korner bookstore

• Kim's Home & Garden Center

• KSam-Fm 101.7&104.9 The HITS

• K-Star County 99.7

• La Torretta Lake resort & Spa

• Learningrx-Lisa branch

• Lipsense Independent Consultant- 

Karen denman

• Lisa's Gift box

• Lone Hen Winery

• Los Pericos mexican restaurant

• Los Pinos ranch Vineyards

• Lucille may market-madisonville

• magnolia mey boutique 

• mama juanita's 

• marjI LLC, Skin Care & Cosmetic Studio

• mary Kay Independent beauty Consultant-

Charlotte mcConnell

• mcadams dry Goods

• mcCaffety electric Co., Inc.

• mcGilberry mechanical Heating & 

Cooling, Inc.

• messina Hof Winery & resort

• moak & moak, attorneys at Law

• Oh Shoot! Shotgun Shell jewelry-

Starla Williams

• Old Town Theatre

• Pampered Chef Independent Consultant-

Tracy Stoudt

• Park Lane jewelry-rosie Ledezma

• Pita Pit

• Postcards magazine-Pinewoods and Lake

Conroe

• Potato Shack

• Preferred Partners

• Premier Independent Consultant- 

Karen denman

• raising Cane's Chicken Fingers

• raven nest Golf Club

• rita b. Huff Humane Society

• rodeo mexican restaurant

• Scentsy Independent Consultant- 

Karen denman

• Schlotzskys 

• Scott a. Logan, ddS

• SHSu athletics

• SHSu division of Student affairs

• Simply b at Home

• Sims dentistry, PLLC

• Snap Fitness

• Spectrum events

• State representative ernest bailes

• Stevenson distributing

• Summit Christian academy

• Sweet dough

• Swinters Snocones

• Taco mania

• Team dodge Chrysler jeep

• Tech er-joe Whitehead

• Terry ramback-black Creek

• Texas  media

• Texas Grand ranch

• Texas State Senator Charles Schwertner

• The Cheesecake Factory

• The Facemaker Spa & Salon

• The Fishdude’s Guide Service

• The Growth Coach of The Woodlands-

Clint blinka 

• The Huntsville Community Theatre

• The Huntsville Item

• The Patio Café 

• The Story Team-dale & donna Story 

• The Texas Prison museum

• Tickled Pink Gifts

• Town & Country Cleaners

• Triple "S" Soft Silky Sheets-

Kimberly johnson 

• Tupperware Independent Consultant- 

Kim Taylor

• TX rOe Girls Lularoe with 

Shawna & Stephanie

• Walker County aCe Hardware, Inc.

• Walker County Federal Credit union

• Walker County LP Gas

• Ward Furniture & Flooring

• Wilder dozer Service, LLC
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WeLCOme Our neW nOVember memberS 

The following businesses recently joined the Chamber and we extend a Warm CHamber

WeLCOme. The information printed was gained from membership applications.  For any ad-

ditions and/or corrections, contact the Chamber as complete membership information is vital to

your records with us.  Our most recent new members we welcome:

equine rescue of Walker County- Horse Rescue Operations for Horses.  For more information

please contact Robert Sarlay at 936-439-9249.

Sweet dough- Doesn't the sound of this make your mouth water?  Sweet Dough is a Pretzel busi-

ness that serves handmade pretzels, pretzel hotdogs, and turkey/ham and cheese sandwiches.  Come

and check out their location on Sam Houston Avenue directly across the street from Jimmy John's

located at 2023 Sam Houston Avenue.

The draft bar- Has reopened in Huntsville!  They strive to provide EVERY customer with great

food, amazing service and a fun atmosphere with TV's, pool tables, games, great music, nightly

events and specials.  Check out the latest news going on by visiting their Facebook page, Instagram,

or Snapchat.  Stop by their location at 2002 Sam Houston Avenue,  and check out the biggest deck

in town, or give them a call at 936-755-8041

The buttercup Cottage boutique-  A new specialty boutique has come to Huntsville, offering all

women to shop for that special person or themselves.  They carry Miss Me Jeans, handbags, South-

ern Charm Clothing, Shoes, jewelry, bath bombs, hats, accessories and much, much more.  Come

by and visit and find the perfect outfit for you or that "Special" someone.  Look for the yellow door

located at 1117 12th St., or give them a call at 713-503-9795.

Lugenia(Genie) Ojemann-City of Huntsville-  City of Huntsville Solid Waste/Recycling De-

partment.  For more information you may contact her at 936-294-5712.

LoneStar Outdoor Power equipment- Locally owned and operated they provide high quality

rental equipment to the professional contractor or the "weekend warrior."  They place close attention

to the interests and needs of each customer.  From the moment you walk through the door, meeting

your rental, service or sales need becomes our top priority.  Stop by their location at 6024 SH 75 S

(across from McCoys) and check out their inventory, or give them a call at 936-646-4028. 

CHOICeS education Program

VOLunTeer Form

january 23 & 24, 2018

Be part of the solution...help prevent school drop outs  & improve the

local workforce.       

• YES! We want to be part of the solution, and a Volunteer for

CHOICES!!

• Help students make wise decisions and good CHOICES for their fu-

ture!

Please contact the Huntsville-Walker County Chamber of Commerce,

VIA Fax (936) 295-0571 OR mail a sponsor check payable to Chamber

of Commerce  to PO Box 538, Huntsville, TX 77342

538, Huntsville, TX 77342

The Chamber V.O.I.C.e. is a monthly publication that

highlights people who are the heart of the Chamber, 

recognizes the countless volunteers who dedicate their

time and talents, gives insight to the endless 

opportunities to network and connect with others, 

promotes ideas for involvement from businesses and/or

organizations that make up the membership, provides

communication to the Huntsville-Walker County 

community, and keeps you abreast of the events within

the chamber and our town.

What’s Happening!

•December 18th-Annual Chamber 

Christmas Open House 4:00-6:00, come &

go, l ight refreshments served

•Business After Hours- December 21, 5:15,

sponsored by Adams Furniture-located at

30 Hwy 75 North  

•Small Business Breakfast- January 11 at

Golden Corral Doors Open at 7:30a.m.

Program begins at 8:00 a.m. sponsored

by SHSU Athletics

•HLI Alumni Association Social- January 11

at 5:30p.m. at Margarita’s

•SAVE THE DATE: Business & Community

Expo & Taste of Huntsvil le Thursday,

March 1st,  Vendor Registration begins

January 2018
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Thanks to Community Service Credit Union (CSCU) for sponsoring the Cham-

ber Small Business Breakfast in December. CSCU mission is “To be your financial

partner for life”.  CSCU  offers a variety of financial services including personal,

business, financial, account services and more to individuals who work, reside, wor-

ship or attend school in Walker County; employees of the Texas Department of Crim-

inal Justice, Windham Schools, Corrections Corporation of America, and several other

employee-based groups. Membership is also open to anyone retired from any business

or organization within the field of membership. To access the services offered by

CSCU, you must first join the credit union. All it takes to join is a $5.00 initial de-

posit into a share/savings account with CSCU. You must keep at least $5.00 on deposit

in your share account for continued membership and access to CSCU services.

CSCU has two locations to better serve their customers; The main branch, located

at 250 FM 2821 W. Huntsville, TX 77320 and the south branch 2526 Montgomery

Road, Huntsville, TX 77340.  The lobbies are open Monday – Thursday 9:00am –

5:00pm and Friday 9:00am to 6:00pm.   Manned Drive-Thru hours are 7:30am -

6:00pm at the FM 2821 Office and the automated drive up at both locations is avail-

able nights and weekends 24x7. You can also reach them at 936-295-3980 or find

them on the web at www.cscutx.com.

CEO Brenda Hooker shared,  “Credit unions are known best for keeping financial

services personal, and CSCU is no exception.  CSCU has been in business for 63

years, and their commitment to looking at each member's "bigger picture" has made

an impact on this community. Whatever your lending needs are, CSCU can help -

from auto loans to horse trailer loans, and everything in between. Thank you for letting

us be your local credit union.” 

Thanks to HbI  Office Solutions, Inc. for hosting and sponsoring the No-

vember Chamber Business After Hours. HBI Office Solutions, Inc. is a full

service Office Furniture Dealer.  HBI was founded in 1976 by Bill and Ann

Hodges and son and daughter-in-law, Jim and Melissa Hodges, purchased and

took over the business in 1998.  HBI now has facilities in Huntsville and

Bryan/College Station.  For 40 years, HBI has been an active member of the

Chamber of Commerce.

Owner Jim shared "HBI aspires  to help people love how they work, by help-

ing them create high performance workplaces. Our furniture, interior planning,

and service solutions help businesses and organizations support their culture."

The market leader in planning, procuring, and installing office furniture,  HBI

maintains a diverse team of trained professionals with an excellent reputation

for customer service.  An established, service-based Texas company, HBI is a

state certified HUB, woman-owned organization that offers customized furni-

ture and service solutions that fit customer business practices.

• Local history spanning over 40 years

• Showroom and warehouse facility 

• Local  presence in Huntsville and  Bryan/College Station

• An authorized Steelcase Dealer

Pictured are Senior Loan Officers: Carol Sullivan and Karen Denman and Vice President of

Lending Todd Armstrong.

Leticia Haywood/sales support, Brooke Nelson/sales support, Jennifer Haley/sales support, Susan

Ellis/Office Manager, Debbie Langley/sales support, Micki Piatkowski/sales support, Ann Hodges/co-

founder, Jim Hodges, Melissa Hodges, Zandie Hodges
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2017 Officers

Carol Sullivan, Chairman of the Board .................................................................Community Service Credit Union 

Bart Davis, Immediate Past Chair/Nominating ......................................................Davis Construction Management

Ken Holland, Treasurer/Secretary ........................................................................University Heights Baptist Church

Sam Donnell, Vice Chair Community Affairs ......................................................................Rockin' D Services, Inc.

Scott Francis, Vice Chair Eco. Dev./Tourism &2018 Chair Elect ....................................Edward Jones Investments 

Tammie Nokes, Vice Chair Membership/Communication ...................................................McGilberry Mechanical

Dr. Kristy Vienne, Vice Chair Business Services........................................................Sam Houston State University

Trey Wharton, Vice Chair Community Growth.............................................................Wharton Insurance Network

Carol Smith, President ...........................................................................................................Chamber of Commerce

directors

Glen Andrus, Community Events Council ..........................................................................Huntsville Rental Center

Jason Bay, Community Services Council ...................................................................................First Baptist Church

Jack Choate, Communications/Resource Council ...............................................................Special Prosecutors Unit

Jennifer Davis, Networking Council…………….............................………….... First National Bank of Huntsville

Tom Fordyce, Economic Development Council .............................................................................Salt Creek Ranch

Jimmy Henry, Economic Development Council.........................................................Walker County Commissioner

Mark Holt, Economic Development Council ............................................................Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3

Tim Hooks, Education Council ...........................................................................................................Huntsville ISD

James Logan, Existing Business Council ..........................................................................................MRC Creekside

Jacob Paschal, Natural Resources/Ag Council ...........................................................Haney,Moorman,Paschal, P.C.

Marcus Payne, Community Growth Council .......................................…..…………………Citizens National Bank

Kyle Whisenhunt, Community Growth Council.........................................................................First Financial Bank

Lee Woodward, Membership Development Council......................................................................City of Huntsville

Chamber Staff

Carol Smith………………………………………………....................................…………...........................President 

Laura Green………………………................................……………………...Events & Communications Manager

Shannon Higbie ..................................................................................................................................Office Manager

Gwen Lucas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................................... . . .....Receptionist/Secretary

your 2017 Huntsville-Walker County 
Chamber of Commerce

Contact Us
The Chamber V.O.I.C.e. is the monthly newsletter of the Huntsville-Walker County Chamber of Com-

merce.  For story ideas, calendar of events, advertising information or any other contributions to this publi-

cation, please contact the Chamber at 295-8113 or toll free 877-646-8068, by mail at PO Box 538-Huntsville,

TX 77342, by fax at 295-0571 or by e-mail at chamber@chamber.huntsville.tx.us. The chamber web site

can be viewed at http://www.chamber.huntsville.tx.us.  The Chamber office, located at 1327 11th Street in

Huntsville, is open from 9-5 weekdays. Switchboard from 8:30-5.

Our mISSIOn:

To promote an environment to enhance the economic

success of business in Walker County.

deCember
18 Chamber Christmas Open House, 4:00-6:00 pm @ Chamber 

19 Executive Board Meeting, 8:00 am @ Chamber

19 Ribbon Cutting, 11:30 am for  Learning RX at their new location at 1719 11th St, Suite

103 & Re-Grand Opening 11:00-5:00

21 Board Meeting, 8:00 am @ Chamber

25-1st Chamber Office closed for Christmas

january

1 Chamber Office closed for New Year's

9 Youth Leadership Institute @ 1st National Bank 10:50 am-2:30 pm

10 Tourism Meeting, 8:30 am @ Chamber

10 POP Committee Meeting, 2:00 pm @ Chamber

11 SBB, 7:30 am @ Golden Corral sponsored by  SHSU Athletics

11 HLIAA Social, 5:30 pm @ Margarita's 

16 HLI, Health Care

16 Preferred Partners, 8:00 am @ Chamber

18-19 Chamber Board Retreat @ Camp Allen

23-24 CHOICES- Mance Park Middle School-Huntsville

23 Preferred Partners, 8:00 am @ Chamber

24 OPTIONS - Job Fair - Mance Park Middle School-Huntsville

25 Thursday LEADS Exchange, 8:00 am @ Chamber

25 Business After Hours, 5:15-6:15 pm sponsored by Preferred Partners @ Chamber

30 Preferred Partners, 8:00 am @ Chamber

30 Ambassador Meeting, 10:30 am @ Chamber

Community Calendar of events

deCember

19 9:00am-1:30pm  Blood Drive at County Treasurer's Office @ Walker County Annex

25-Jan. 1st  CHAMBER OFFICES CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS

january

1 HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE CHAMBER

11 HLIAA Social @ Margarita's, 630 I45 S

Chamber Calendar


